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PAGC’s leadership is devastated after fire destroys historic gathering place 
 

(Treaty 5, 6, 8 & 10) Prince Albert, SK – The leadership of PAGC is shocked and devastated after a 
fire destroyed the Senator Allan Bird Memorial Gym early Friday morning. 
 
“We are heartbroken to lose one of the most iconic buildings of the Prince Albert Grand Council. The 
building was named after our late Elder and decorated veteran Senator Allan Bird of Montreal Lake 
Cree Nation. It had the reputation as the main gathering place for many of our community events. 
But it has been more than a meeting spot. It has also represented the home of our government for 
our 12-member Nations, and it has been a site where we have honoured many of our leaders over 
the years,” said Grand Chief Brian Hardlotte. 
 
“The loss of the Senator Allan Bird Memorial Gym will have a devastating impact on our people and 
community. We have relied on it as a central hub for many of our major gatherings. Just yesterday, 
we used it as a site to distribute 1,500 Easter hampers for families in need. Until we recover and 
rebuild, the loss of our building will have an impact on future events, including our Fine Arts Festival, 
sporting events, wakes, round dances, and assemblies,” said Vice Chief Joseph Tsannie.  
 
“Watching this fire destroy our main meeting place leaves us all in a state of shock. People from far 
and wide have many memories of coming to this building at one time or another. It was first built in 
1940 and was part of the residential school for a time period. Since then, many people have come to 
regard it as a place of healing. We have been proud to be able to host big events, but, into the near 
future, we will now have to think of different ways to bring our people together,” said Vice Chief 
Christopher Jobb.  
 
The Executive also expresses its gratitude to the Prince Albert Fire Department for their work in 
battling the fire, as well as the work of the Prince Albert Police Service and the City of Prince Albert.  
 
About Prince Albert Grand Council:  
 
The Prince Albert Grand Council is one of the largest tribal councils in Canada with a membership of 
over 44,000, representing 12 First Nations and the 28 northern communities in the territories of 
Treaty 5, 6, 8 & 10. To learn more, visit pagc.sk.ca. 
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