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Vi C e Ch i e f 
JO s e P h Ts A n n i e

I am honored to provide the following Prince Albert Grand 
Council Annual Report Comments for April 2020 to March 
2021. As Vice Chief of the Prince Albert Grand Council, 
I want to begin by stating that it has been a challenging 
year for all of our 12 First Nation Chiefs and our PAGC 
executive. The Co-vid 19 Epidemic has left us with 
tremendous losses and continued stress in the lives of 
families that live in our region. The Grand Council has 
worked tirelessly throughout this past year to ensure our 
people are protected.

Communication lines have remained opened so that we 
could continue to listen, advocate, and support one another. 
We have learned the importance of using technology to 
do our work. Countless hours were spent meeting through 
Zoom, Teams, and other on-line platforms. There are 
some areas in the north where it was extremely hard to 
connect. This requires advocacy as our people need to 
communicate with us and the government. Some of our 
schools went on-line with students. However, it was difficult 
as many do not have computers or the broad band width. 
In any case, technology is the way of the world today.

As Vice Chief of the Prince Albert Grand Council, I have 
continued to push for First Nations Policing, Alternative 
Energy sources, Environmental Protection, and Economic 
Development while working through daily issues in our 
communities and within general society. It is not easy being 
a leader at the local level, and so I offer my support through 
advocacy and sitting at various tables in collaboration with 
our 12 First Nations Chiefs. The families are always in 
the back of my mind when I sit with government. We are 
elected to serve the people.

We share a strong relationship with land like other 
Indigenous Peoples around the world. We have a shared 
worldview of connectedness with the natural world 
around us. We also have unique cultures, languages, and 
practices that add to the richness of this country. My role 
as Vice Chief is to ensure that our Treaties are honored; 
that our Treaty Relationships are mended; and that our 
Inherent Rights are respected. We deserve dignity like 
other citizens that live within our traditional territories.

The Natural Resource Transfer Agreement of 1930 
violated our treaties. This needs to be addressed in order 
for meaningful reconciliation to take place. I come from 
the far north. We have the richest uranium and metal 
mining deposits in the world. Billions of dollars have left 
our region that could help us achieve our efforts toward 
self-determination. Our families remain in perpetual 
poverty-ridden conditions with the highest power bills. I will 
continue to fight for renewable and clean energy projects 
for all of the Prince Albert Grand Council communities. 

Marsi Cho!

Vice Chief Joseph Tsannie


