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The Prince Albert Grand Council Spiritual Healing Lodge 
has the capacity to house 30 Federal minimum-security 
men.   The Agreement with Correctional Service Canada 
(CSC) allows for 24 Section 81 inmates and/ or Section 84 
offenders (Parolee’s). 

The Healing Lodge operates on a 24-hour basis with a Di-
rector, Program Coordinator, Case Worker, 8 Night Watch-
men and 1 Casuals.  To date the Spiritual Healing Lodge 
has the capacity to house 24 relatives (inmates and/ or 
offenders). There is an active waiting list for inmates that 
have been screened, interviewed and approved by the Se-
lection Committee at the Lodge.  This Committee is com-
prised with the Director, the Coordinator, the Case Worker 
and the Healing Lodge Parole Officer. 

Currently, both female and male Elder’s come to the Heal-
ing Lodge five (5) times a week.  The Elders provide all-
inclusive cultural and traditional programs offered to the 
relatives such as:

 ◊ Pipe ceremonies 

 ◊ Sweats (weekly)

 ◊ Life Skills

 ◊ Feasts 

 ◊ Talking circles 

 ◊ Parenting 

 ◊ One on one counselling

 ◊ Healthy relationships, etc.   

In keeping with correctional and healing plans as set out at 
the intake process, the relatives attend,

 ◊ Group setting addiction treatment such as Alcoholic 
Anonymous (AA)

 ◊ individual addiction treatment 

 ◊ Self-help programs 

 ◊ Educational and training opportunities, etc. 

sP i r i T u A l he A l i n G 
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This past year, the ‘relatives’ did not attend Ceremonies 
due to Covid-19.  Typically, Cultural Days, Pow Wows, Sun 
Dances, Round Dances would be the norm.  Cutting wood 
and gathering rock for the ceremonies as well as gather-
ing Medicines has continued.  The teachings the ‘relatives’ 
receive from medicine picking is always a highpoint, as 
some relatives are being educated of the importance of 
the traditional medicines. 

The past year, the ‘relatives’ left the Healing Lodge for 
medical emergencies and medical appointments.  In past 
years, all the ‘relatives’ in total, would be out on ETA’s up 
to 600 or more times all inclusively. 

Through all the challenges this year, it was also a time of 
reflection.  Most times, the relative’s understood the se-
riousness of this Pandemic and they quickly adapted to 
virtual visits via Zoom or Facebook with a lot of the pro-
gramming being completed via telephone, all other pro-
gramming was with the Elders. 

The skills of the some on the relatives has been highlight-
ed throughout the Lodge this past year.  The hard work 
and dedication of the ‘relative’s’ is exceptional, specifically 
the work that was completed in the Cultural room.  

Most times, ‘relatives’ teach ‘relatives their crafting skills 
such as making ribbon skirts, star blankets, beading, tan-
ning hides, making hand drums and more.  This way the 
‘relatives’ can make gifts to send home or sell their crafts.   


