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Gr A n d Ch i e f 
br i A n hA r d l O T T e

I am pleased to introduce the 2020-2021 Annual Report 
of the Prince Albert Grand Council (PAGC). The contents 
of this document represent a sample of the great work 
that has been done within our departments despite the 
Covid-19 pandemic. I want to thank our PAGC staff for 
going above and beyond their duties and responsibilities 
to support communities and families impacted by so many 
challenges this past year. I am thankful for the guidance 
and support provided by our Senators and Elders who 
stood by us in a Spiritual way.

As the Grand Chief of the Prince Albert Grand Council the 
safety of the people has been my number one priority. I 
have seen the mobilization efforts of our 12 Chiefs and 
their Councillors, which is a testament to the leadership 
that exists within the Grand Council. I acknowledge 
community members who supported our leaders to help 
stop the spread of the virus by initiating restrictions and 
lock downs. It has not been an easy year for so many 
people living on and off reserve. I applaud the Federal 
Government for providing the assistance we needed to 
stay safe in our region.

We have built a strong foundation within the organization. 
This would not have been possible without building 
capacity and ensuring that we stay committed to improving 
the quality of life in our communities in the Spirit of our 
Treaties. As the Grand Chief of PAGC, my work has taken 
me to tables and meetings where I have advocated for 
solutions to the complexity of issues we face. I supported 
our leaders in whatever way I could to ensure they we 
were listened to by government. I believe very strongly in 
reciprocal and respectful communication in the context of 
a ‘nation-to-nation’ relationship.

We must continue the momentum in rebuilding our nations. 
It is important to focus on our strengths as we move 
forward into the future. We have made many contributions 
in this country. Great strides have been to show the world 
that we are a resilient people despite everything that we 
have gone through. We have so much to offer humanity 
in a post-pandemic era given that we have held on to our 
traditional teachings that guide how we think and how we 
relate to one another. We are a humble people. For that, I 
am very thankful.

Strategic decision-making, evidence-based thinking, and 
listening to the leaders have guided my work this past 
year. The Grand Council has accessed millions of dollars 
in federal funding for projects that address issues linked 
to Nation Rebuilding, Climate Change, Fisheries, Wild 
Fires, and the Covid-19 Pandemic. I have also placed 
great emphasis on working with the PAGC Women’s 
Commission in their work on Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG). We now have a 
MMIWG monument in downtown Prince Albert. We were 
also successful in a funding call out for an on-reserve 
Women’s Shelter that will be located on the Montreal Lake 
Cree Nation. The work on the Natural Resource Transfer 
Agreement of 1930 (NRTA) has picked up a lot of support 
from Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta First Nations.
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One of the most shocking issues this past year is the 
discovery of mass burial sites around Residential Schools. 
Many Canadians have joined First Nations in their quest 
to find answers. We knew these existed from the stories 
of former students when the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission Report on Residential Schools came out. 
The psycho-social impacts of Residential schools have 
been devastating in the lives of former students and inter-
generational survivors. There were 18 residential schools 
in the province of Saskatchewan alone. There is much 
work that needs to be done in the aftermath of these 
institutions. This is a shared responsibility of all peoples 

that live in this country most especially the Churches and 
the Federal Government.

This annual report covers many initiatives that are on-going 
in each department of the Prince Albert Grand Council. 
There are stories, examples, and profiles of innovative 
projects. Our consultants and technicians provide valuable 
services including going after Federal Government grants. 
I want to thank the Executive Director of Administration, 
Al Ducharme, for all the work he has done to support our 
PAGC Directors and staff. I also want to thank our two 
Vice Chiefs, Christopher Jobb and Joseph Tsannie Jr. 
for working closely with our 12 First Nations that make 
up the Prince Albert Grand Council. Last but not least, I 
want to thank our partners and the Federal Government 
for the funding support provided to PAGC and our 12 First 
Nations. 

Tiniki Ninanaskomin!

Grand Chief Brian Hardlotte
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