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ex e C u T i V e  d i r e C T O r 

Tansi, Edlanete, Washte and Hello. 

I truly hope everyone is healthy and well.  We have all 
faced many traumatic events historically and in our lives 
today.  These events have had an undeniable impact on 
our personal lives and all those in our families.  Even today 
events such as the knowledge of our Residential Children’s 
graves becoming the national tragedy it should be continue 
to occur.  Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, 
Truth and Reconciliation, appalling housing conditions 
leading to even more appalling health conditions, poverty, 
systemic racism in almost all facets of Canadian life are 
further examples of the many challenges we face which 
are a direct consequence of historical treatment.  

The measure of a people’s success is often determined 
by the way in which a people respond to life challenges.  
In that case we have been successful but the work is far 
from finished.  

The covid 19 pandemic has been a worldwide tragedy.  
Governments have been scrambling to respond.  Safety 
precautions, sanitizing and finally vaccinations are the 
weapons we have to fight this virus.  

Unfortunately, those who find themselves in an already 
compromised health care situation are even more 
threatened.  That is the situation we are faced with in the 
PAGC Twelve First Nations Territory.  

The leadership, both health and political had to ensure 
that we were not left out in the response we were able to 
mount.  Our leaders demanded proper resources. To date 
we have been fairly successful.  There have been tragic 
consequences but hopefully our response has saved lives.  

I truly want to thank the health care and political leaders for 
their determined efforts.  I want to thank each and every 
person in our communities for their response although 
there have been some for whom the pandemic was too 
much of an invasion and did not want to their lives affected.  

We can take solace in the fact that in some ways this 
pandemic has strengthened our communities.  We are 
much more aware of the many gaps there are in the health 
care we receive and we will demand that these gaps be 
filled.  

The staff of the Prince Albert Grand Council were directed 
by our leadership, the Chiefs, Grand Chief and Vice Chiefs, 
to do whatever was possible to support our communities 
during this pandemic.  I would like to thank each and every 
one of our employees for their dedication and commitment 
to this directive.  They have performed in an exemplary 
manner.  

I truly pray, as our Elders have been doing, that we will 
ultimately be successful in following the path that will 
lead us to a place where we are safe and where we can 
ensure that we will be prepared for future pandemics.  We 
were not given the resources to fight such devastating 
pandemics in the past but we will demand that such an 
unprepared situation never occurs again in our First Nation 
communities and to our First Nation people.  

To each and every one of us, be safe and hopefully we will 
all be safe.  

Marsi cho, Ninas komin, Padamaya and Thank you for all 
you have done.

Al Ducharme, Executive Director, Prince Albert Grand 
Council 


