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• Dress your child in layers of clothing that can be put on and taken

off easily. 

• Infants being pulled in a sled need extra bundling. Because they

aren’t moving, they can’t generate body heat the way a playing child can.  

• Wear a hat because a lot of body heat is lost through the head.

Keep ears covered at all times to prevent frostbite. 

• Wear mittens instead of gloves so that fingers can be bunched

together for warmth. 

• Wear warm, waterproof boots that are roomy enough for an extra

pair of socks and to wiggle toes. 

In younger children, remove drawstrings from clothing that could catch on 

climbing or play equipment. Use Velcro or other snaps instead. Use a neck 

warmer instead of a scarf, and mitten clips instead of a string to prevent 

choking. 

• Remove wet clothing and boots immediately after playing.
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Director of Education: 

Director’s Comments 

“How do we become better 
evaluators of teachers?” was 
asked by some of the princi-
pals at a closing administrators 
meeting in 2018, prompting the 
Danielson Framework to take 
root. As a response to the in-
quiry, I began my research for 
determining answers in terms 
of what are the “looks fors” 
when assessing effective 
teaching. After having read an 
article called “Teachers Who 
Learn, Kids Who Achieve: a 
Look at Schools with Model 
Professional Development” told 
of a Navajo nation near Win-
dow Rock, Arizona who had 
similar socioeconomic condi-
tions,  implemented change to 
their school to become one of 
the top five in their state.  

According to the article 
(attached), the Granado Inter-
mediate School was ranked as 
one of the lowest in Arizona 
according to state standard 
assessments. Their community 
decided they wanted change to 
these dismal results and made 
some tough decisions. For in-
stance, the new principal met 
with staff to discuss their com-

mitment to improving student 
learning outcomes. After some 
teachers found work elsewhere 
because they were unwilling to 
commit to the new plan, the 
school adopted a language 
immersion program, a research
-based approach for literacy,
numeracy and the Danielson
Framework. After a few months
of orientation, they began to
notice a change in the culture
of the school and student re-
sults.

What was key in the transition 
was a general commitment 
from all community members, 
staff and administration in sup-
porting school change. After 
staff learned the four domains 
of the framework, teachers bet-
ter understood what the specif-
ic components for effective 
teaching and administrators 
better assessed quality instruc-
tion; Planning and preparing, 
classroom environment, in-
struction and professional re-
sponsibility. After a few years, 
the school was recognized na-
tionally for their efforts to im-
proving student learning out-
comes. 

In summary, when PAGC prin-
cipals had asked for school 
evaluation processes, lessons 
learned from Granado Interme-
diate School came to mind. 
Like all change, “it is a pro-
cess, not an event,” and teach-
ers, administrators as well as 
community members need to 
invest their time and energy. 
The Danielson Framework al-
lows for educators to have a 
model (framework) that can be 
‘Indigenized’ to fit within our 
Medicine Wheel. Finally, as we 
complete the final stages of the 
federal government’s Educa-
tion Transformation initiative, 
the way forward is to have a 
vision with the technical an-
swers to reach our goal.  
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I advocate for language, because it is so important that we speak our language. In this era of reconciliation 

and indigenization, we must honor our identity. This year, 2019 is the International year of languages. Many 

Indigenous people around the world are celebrating this year by speaking their language, and reclaiming 

their heritage. Do you speak your language? Do you hear your language in the community? In addition, what is 

the state of your language? Is it taught in school, and is our curriculum developed on our worldview? Out of 12 

First Nations, approximately seven communities speak and live their culture daily. I taught for 33 years, and 

never can say enough about the importance of speaking our language. Our languages hold our legends, 

stories, and mythology. It gives us the ability to decipher between two languages – two worlds. We think 

based on our worldview, our history and land terminology that connects us to our ancestors.  

Rosalie Tsannie-Burseth – PAGC 

“Children, no matter 
where they live, can 
experience bullying in 
school and bullying is 
a universal challenge 
for all school adminis-
trators, parents, care-
givers and communi-
ties.  Bullying comes 
in many forms, howev-
er as technology 
grows and children 
use technology more, 
cyberbullying is of 
particular concern.”   

Verywell Family is a 

website that address-

es health and well-

ness topics including 

bullying. Sherri Gor-

dan is a bullying pre-

ventative advocate . 

She has written many 

books on bullying 

and many other top-

ics from domestic 

violence and teenage 

dating violence.  The 

link below has infor-

mation on the effects 

of cyber bullying.  
https://www.verywellfamily.com/what-are-the-effects-of-cyberbullying-460558 
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PAGC Admin Meeting 

  We’ve had our very first Admin meeting with 
various topics discussed. We ventured into the 
“Next Steps in Literacy and Numeracy”.  PLC’s, 
Strategic Planning, Fine Arts, Student Retention, 
Sensory Paths and Teacher Services were topics 
that were discussed. Especially, having a telecon-
ference with the Ministry of Education with up-
coming changes and important information to 
keep in mind. We also re-examined ideas under 
each component in Domain 4 which transmit to 
Professional Responsibilities.  Re-evaluating this 
domain through the lens as an administrator had 
them acquire fresh new ideas to take back to their 
schools to implement. Sharing ideas amongst fel-
low colleagues is always engaging and empower-
ing. Planning is under way for our next Admin 
meeting in February 2020. 

https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/5-steps.html?WT.ac=k-ra 

https://kidshealth.org/ 

Teachers can implement into 

lessons and unit plans 

Kids Health is an excellent 

source on advice on children’s 

health and parenting issues. It is 

designed for parents, teens, kids 

and educators. Their goal is to 

improve health and wellness of 

children. Educators can expect to 

find great resources including 

teacher guides, lesson plans and 

much more. 

1. Get Support

2. Don’t’ freak out!

3. Don’t take it out on yourself

4. Try to solve the problem

5. Be Positive-most stress is temporary

Teachers can find more details on the link below 

for more information on fighting stress for kids 
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Don Dore and Lori Gay demonstrated how 
to navigate the PAGC Education portal and 
highlighted some of the items that can be 
found in the portal during the conference.  
Many participants were surprised at the 
kinds of resources available to them.  There 
are currently thousands of items, with new 
ones being added every day.   

A new committee has been created to gath-
er input on portal resources and we are hop-
ing to make it even more teacher friendly.  If 
you need a login or help logging on, please 
contact PAGC Education IT at 306-953-

PAGC Education Portal 

http://edu.pagc.sk.ca/ 

PAGC EDUCATION FAMILY 

LITERACY NIGHTS 

We will provide prizes, books, a craft and 
snacks for each PAGC Education school to host 

a Family Literacy Activity Night.  

Contact Lori Gay 

igay@pagc.net 

306-953-7234 ext. 5025

Looking for ideas to use in an upcoming Lesson 

Plan Fair for next year’s Education Conference.  

Please contact Vince Brittain for information.  

Call 306-953-7234 or email vbrittain@pagc.net 

Duck soup for the soul 

http://edu.pagc.sk.ca/
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PAGC EDUCATION CONFERENCE 

September 10th-13th, 2019 

100 Minutes: Making Every Minute Count 
in the Literacy Block was a look at how to fit 
a balanced literacy program into a daily 100 
minute block. The 100 minute block includes 
whole-class instruction and focused small-
group sessions.  This workshop gave teach-
ers how to manage the first seven weeks of 
school of implementation. Strategies were 
shown to teachers to help  identify areas of 
strengths and to set personal goals for their 
students. Teaching reading and writing strat-
egies explicitly allows teachers to meet the 
needs of the diversity they face daily. Shared, 
guided, independent and modelled reading 
and writing were also discussed. This work-
shop gave them a good understanding to 
balanced literacy. 

In September, Student Support Services staff 
presented on a variety of topics at the PAGC 
Education Conference in Saskatoon.  “When to 
Call the Psychologist”, presented by Student 
Support Services Coordinator, Diane Knight, 
centered around the steps that are involved in 
the psychoeducational assessment process, 
including specific information on when an as-
sessment may be necessary, the process for 
requesting an assessment, the assessment 
process itself and what the findings include. 
The responsibilities of the referring party and 
the psychologist were also discussed. Feed-
back from the presentation affirmed that it 
was informative and increased awareness of 
the process for obtaining additional help for 
students who require it. 

Special Education 

Affirming our Treaty Right to Education 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
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Con’t… 
Special Education 

Treaty Education 

The Prince Albert Grand Council Edu-

cation hosted an education confer-

ence on September 10th-13th, 2019 at 

the Saskatoon Inn. During this con-

ference I had the opportunity to 

meet and greet a lot of the staff that 

attended the conference which was 

wonderful to see so many energetic 

staff. The session presented reflected 

on how we could use the Teaching 

Treaties in the Classroom as one of 

the ways to affirm our right to educa-

tion. It is critically important for any 

child to know their own history and 

identity to fulfill healthy vibrant lives. 

This curriculum which is mandatory 

to teach in Saskatchewan truly re-

flects a lot of the 

identity and history delivered in a 

First Nations perspective.  This is the 

exciting part about using this curricu-

lum it is truly delivered in the First 

Nations point of view and history of 

the Treaty Making process. This cur-

riculum teaches  

students of why we have treaties and 

what they mean to us today.  I en-

joyed my sessions with the staff and 

look forward towards a successful 

teaching year and hope the Treaties 

will be part of your Teaching.  

“ Our Treaties are part of Who We 

Are.”   

Looking for presenters 

for next year’s PAGC 

Education Conference. If 

you are interested  

please contact Lori Gay  
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 Welcome everyone to a brand new school year! September 

is always an exciting time for teachers and students alike. I love 

how we get to start fresh every year. This year PAGC Educa-

tion kicked off the school year with the Affirming our Treaty 

Right To Education conference. Over 300 educators got togeth-

er for three wonderful days of learning. This year I provided 

training in phonological awareness.  

 Phonological awareness is critical in learning to be a strong 

fluent reader. In fact phonological awareness is the strongest 

predicator of reading success and should be introduced as 

early as pre-kindergarten.  The diagram to the right shows the 

sequence of phonological skills in order of increasing complexi-

ty. It begins with children learning to rhyme and clap syllables 

and progresses to the point where the child can blend sounds 

together to read words.  

 I am available to provide phonological awareness training 

and classroom support for all PAGC Education schools. You 

can reach me at 306-953-7234 or at jhulak@pagc.net.  

Early Literacy 

Phonological Awareness Training 

Jenny Hulak, Early Literacy Consultant 

"Physical literacy is the motivation, confidence, 
physical competence, knowledge, and under-
standing to value and take responsibility for en-
gagement in physical activities for life." The Inter-
national Physical Literacy Association, May 2014. 

We’ll answer the following questions! 

When can it be done?  It can be done at anytime!  Be-
fore school, during school, after school, at noon hour, 
during recess, at home! 

Where can it be done? Outside, in the classroom, in 
the gym, in the hallways, at home! 

Who can do it?  Everyone can do it! 

How can we get it started?  Have discussions with 
your school staff!  Plan activities!  Do it!  Have a work-
shop at your School – invite Bob Magee to do the 
workshop on Physical Literacy!  

Save the date! 
Early Literacy  
Focus Group 
Prince Albert 

Jan 28-30 
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On September 7th-9th educational assis-
tants at Sturgeon Lake Central School par-

ticipated in two training opportu-
nities while classroom teachers 
received training in the Dan-
ielson Framework for teaching. 
On September 7

th
 and 8

th
, 17 

educational assistants success-
fully completed Applied Suicide 
Intervention Skills Training 
(ASIST), a program that provides 
training for caregivers who want 
to feel more comfortable, confi-
dent and competent in suicide 
intervention.  This training, pro-
vided by Student Support Ser-
vices Specialists, Brian Zimmer, 

Diane Knight, Deborah Seib and Brenda 
O’Soup helps caregivers recognize and 
review risk and intervene to prevent the 
immediate risk of suicide 

Sturgeon Lake 

Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training 

On September 9
th
, educational assistants 

received training from Student Support Ser-
vices Specialist Glenda Brass in 
“Behavioral Support for Learners”, 
one of five core training modules 
developed by the Saskatchewan 
Educational Leadership Unit 
(SELU) from the University of 
Saskatchewan.  In this training 
educational assistants learned 
how to develop and understand 
ways to support students’ emo-
tional and behavioral development 
within the classroom and school 
community. 

Saskatchewan Educational Leadership Unit 
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This school year, educational assistants from the com-

munities of Wahpeton, Montreal Lake, Cumberland 

House, Shoal Lake, Red Earth and James Smith 

(pictured on right) have also received training in these 

core modules.  In addition to learning about behavioral 

supports, teacher assistants also receive training in 

how to collaborate within a multi-disciplinary team, ac-

ademic and learning supports and how to support chil-

dren with FASD. 

James Smith 

Con’t... 

in the  Communities

Sturgeon Lake/Wahpeton 

October 7th, 8th, and 9th, 2019  

These two communities came together over 
the three days at Sturgeon Lake Central 
School. Thirty teachers and Administrators 
were introduced to the Danielson Frame-
work. Again, the networking, collaboration 
and higher learning were visible.   

Day 1 Introduction to the Framework (PAGC 
Staff) 

Day 2 Deeper Understanding of the Framework 

Day 3 Student Engagement: Questioning and 
Discussion 

Red Earth 

October 15th, 2019 

This community had PAGC come out to their 
school for the Day 1 training which had Thirty-three 
teachers and Administrators. The next two-days 
have been set.   

October 15th, 2019 Day 1 Introduction to the Frame-
work (PAGC Staff) 

Day 2 Deeper Understanding of the Frame-
work 

Day 3 Student Engagement: Questioning and 
Discussion 



Montreal Lake 

Planning is definitely under way and Day 1 will be 
taking place on November 1st, 2019. PAGC has 
been in contact with the Senator Allen Bird Me-
morial School’s admin team. As a collective we 
are very excited for this endeavor. 

November 1st, 2019. Day 1 Introduction to the Frame-
work (PAGC Staff) 

Day 2 Deeper Understanding of the Framework
(Potential visit) 

Day 3 Student Engagement: Questioning and Discus-
sion (Potential visit)

As a presenter and observer over the past two 
months makes me proud to be a part of these 
schools’ professional development. The dedication 
and commitment to the work has been phenome-
nal. The framework doesn’t judge the teacher. It 
reflects “What is good teaching” and allows a 
teacher to grow professionally as an educator. The 
three days gives teachers engagement strategies 
and a deeper understanding to the framework. 
“Dedication and Commitment”, are two words I 
would use to  sum up the learning that these com-
munities and teachers have experienced. 

James Smith/Cumberland 
House/Shoal Lake   

These communities came together 
over three days at the Evergreen 
Centre in Nipawin. Fifty-five teach-
ers and Administrators were intro-
duced to the Danielson Framework. 
Networking, collaboration and defi-
nitely higher learning took place.  

PAGC Portal recently added a video to 

commemorate Aboriginal Veterans 

Check it out! 

http://edu.pagc.sk.ca/ 

“Learning new interactive strategies for the classroom, more 
clarity in regards towards the Danielson framework and 
collaborating with staff from other schools.”

“The workshop was very insightful and lends itself to being a 
better teacher.”

“All of the activities we did today were great, and I will 
definitely use these in my classroom. “

“Learning that everything has to flow in the teaching process. If you’re 
not planned in domain than it affects another domain.”  

“Knowing what is expected of me when it comes to evaluation.“

“The understanding of what components look like in the distinguished 
level and how we can achieve them as academic professionals.                                                                   
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Photo by Sylvia Denechezhe 

Chief Joseph Custer Reserve #201 
P.O. Box 2770, 3601 5th, Ave East  
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan 
S6W-0A2 
Phone 306-953-7234 
Fax 306-922-3135 

Remembrance Day 

I went for a walk, along about dark 

My path took me through the Veteran’s 

Park 

The lights were shining clear and bright 

So I stopped for a while under a light. 

I paused for a moment to sit and remem-

ber 

What it must have been like in that No-

vember . 

When friends and loved ones came back 

from war 

And others whose faces we’d see no 

more 

All those brave men who fought and died 

We all remember with so much pride. 

 hope there will never be another war 

And there shall be peace for ever more. 

-Landan Hill, student.

It is estimated 
that as many as 

12,000 Indigenous 
men and women 

served in the 
three wars

Veterans.gc.ca 
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If you would like any stories, news, articles, pictures or information on 

community events, please contact us at the information provided 

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=n2Z6RSKbrw0&app=desktop




