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TRACKING CHANGE RESEARCH PROJECT

For the past 3 years I have worked with the University of 
Alberta on the Tracking Change Research Project. I sit on 
the McKenzie River Basin Board* which has guided the 
research. The focus is on tracking changes that are occur-
ring on the land, lakes, and rivers in the Athabasca region. 
Interviews were conducted in Black Lake and Hatchet 
Lake First Nation with traditional land users. The results 
indicate signs of ecological stress which need on-going 
monitoring. An article was published with results from the 
Black Lake interviews.

CANADIAN NUCLEAR SAFETY 
COMMISSION (CNSC)

The CNSC continues to approach Prince Albert Grand 
Council for feedback on the work they are doing regard-
ing Uranium Mines in the north. We have secured grants 
to review their annual reports and to attend commission 
hearings. I will continue to work with the Saskatchewan 
Research Council in the clean-up of uranium mines and 
ensure PAGC members are employed in remediation ac-
tivities.

MACKENZIE RIVER BASIN BOARD

The Mackenzie River Basin Board (MRBB) is a co-opera-
tive tasked to provide a forum for communication, consider 
the needs and values of Indigenous people, recommend 
uniform objectives or guidelines for the quality and quan-
tity of water resources, encourage consistent monitoring, 
support the implementation of bilateral water management 
agreements, and produce a State of the Aquatic Ecosys-
tem Report.

A big thank you to the Chiefs of Prince Albert Grand Coun-
cil (PAGC) for the support in my re-election as Vice Chief. 
It has been great to work with you along with our PAGC ex-
ecutive and staff . First Nations Leaders are busy people. 
They have one foot in the communities and the other foot 
in so many diff erent tables advocating for change and a 
better quality of life.  The honoring and protection of trea-
ties is my job as well strengthening treaty relationships in 
an era of reconciliation. There are challenges that continue 
to face families in all of our PAGC communities. However, 
we have achieved many things within a relatively short pe-
riod of time. Change can take time.  We must unite and 
work together. The following are some of my on-going fi les.

NORTHERN FIRST NATIONS POLICING

One of the most pressing challenges we face in the north 
is establishing our own stand-alone First Nations Police 
Force. The Federal First Nations Policing Policy has exist-
ed for many years. PAGC is engaged in on-going discus-
sions with both federal and provincial ministers to begin 
the process of occupying the policing fi eld.

GREEN ENERGY FOR THE NORTH

The PAGC Energy Task Force was established to address 
the high cost of power bills in the north. I have involved 
the media regarding my concerns. Many people in the 
communities are already living in a vulnerable state. Chil-
dren are going hungry because families are having to pay 
enormous SaskPower bills. I will continue to work with the 
First Nations Power Authority and other entities that are 
focused on Green Energy Projects.

BARREN LAND & WOODLAND CARIBOU

The depletion of Barren Land and Woodland Caribou in 
the Athabasca region is a major concern among PAGC 
hunters and harvesters. As Dene people, caribou are cul-
turally and spiritually signifi cant to us. A gathering was held 
at Hatchet Lake First to solicit feedback from the people. 
Two other meetings were held in collaboration with Prince 
Albert Model Forest which helped us secure a multi-year 
grant. Joint conservation and management eff orts of our 
resources must be balanced with the right to hunt, fi sh, 
and gather.


