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Phil Morin was an avid outdoorsman who was guided by 
the six seasons of the Woodland Cree. Whether it was 
fi shing, trapping, hunting, or picnicking during the ice 
breaking up in  Spring or the freezing up in October , being 
outside was a key necessity in his life.

He was born to Mr. Joseph Morin and his wife Mrs. 
Marguerite Morin (nee Custer in a white prospector tent 
while en route to his parent’s trap line on Reindeer Lake 
in December. He was the third eldest of fourteen children.  
From age fi ve to nine he was raised by his grandfather, 
Hermangilde Morin, on the trap line where he practiced the 
essential skills of thriving on the land such as learning how 
to paddle, read the clouds, catch, clean and cook trout on 
an open fi re using cooking tools fashioned from the forest, 
set traps, catch and prepare the hides of various winter 
animals such as lynx and rabbits.

When Phil was nine years old, he was sent to Sturgeon 
Landing Residential School. During the following summer 
he told his grandfather he never wanted to go back to the 
school so his grandfather took him back to the trap line 
and made him work so hard he agreed to go back to the 
residential school a year later because his grandfather 
knew then that a school education was the path to take 
since trapping was becoming a diffi  cult life to live with poor 
fur prices and fewer animals to be caught.  The Catholic 
priest from South End, Reindeer Lake gave Philip a brand 
new pair of Bauer skates purchased from Montreal to make 
the transition to school life easier. Philip was told to learn 
how to skate and play hockey like the beloved Montreal 
Canadians before he could come home to South End.

From age eleven to nineteen, Philip would attend Sturgeon 
Landing, Guy Hill and Lebret Residential Schools. When 
he attended Lebret he could never go home to Reindeer 
Lake for visits during summer as it was too expensive 
to charter a plane and no vehicle was ever arranged 
to send him six hundred miles North to his home. As a 

result, he spent his summers and other holidays in the 
Treaty Four Territory where his school mates like the late 
Albert Bellegarde and Noel Starblanket invited him to their 
homes. His classmates became his brothers and sisters, 
his mentors and his allies.  Philip and his buddies were 
exceptional hockey players whose coach Art Obey taught 
them skills and drills that would help them rival some WHL 
players’ abilities with their speed and agility. Weekends 
and holidays were spent playing in hockey tournaments 
throughout the Saskatchewan South.

At age twenty, Philip moved to St. Boniface College in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba where he would meet his future wife, 
Gladys Bear, and later  become an X-Ray Technician. After 
marriage and a Diploma in X-Ray Technology he move to 
Flin Flon where he was an asset to the Flin Flon General 
Hospital because he could speak Cree to his Indigenous 
patients and make them more comfortable knowing that 
their ability to communicate in their fi rst language was 
available.

While in Flin Flon, he played with the Flin Flon Warriors 
Sr. Hockey team. They played an exhibition game against 
Canada’s Olympic hockey team and were victorious 
against them.

Philip Morin and his wife Gladys Bear from Peguis 
Reserve, Manitoba spent their fi rst decade of marriage 
raising a family consisting of three girls, Cheryl, Donna, 
Janice and the youngest, a son named David. They both 
worked in various northern community hospitals such as 
Churchill, Flin Flon and Norway House, Manitoba. While in 
the North he was able to renew his love of fi shing, hunting 
and trapping on Playgreen Lake and Lake Winnipeg.

After leaving the North, Philip began working in fi elds 
dedicated to improving the lives and economies of First 
Nations people. At age thirty, Phil was a Chief of the Prince 
Albert District which later became known as the Prince 
Albert Grand Council. 
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At age thirty-fi ve, Philip was then elected as Chief of the 
Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation consisting of the communities 
of Pelican Narrows, Deschambeault Lake, South End, 
Sandy Bay, Sturgeon Landing and Co-op Point. He and 
his colleagues in Council negotiated with the Prince Albert 
City Council and secured the fi rst urban reserve lands 
in Western Canada, on the former Prince Albert Student 
Residence grounds, which is now called the Joe Custer 
Reserve of the Peter Ballantyne Band and is used and 
shared by many northern First Nations for education, 
cultural, sporting, recreational and business purposes.

As Chief of the Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation, he enjoyed 
meeting with the membership and they would have Band 
Meetings out on the land where they could discuss plans, 
fi sh, and get to know the people. A successful venture 
was to bring post-secondary teacher training to Pelican 
Narrows in which professors from the University of Regina 
travelled to and taught education courses in the North to 
Peter Ballantyne members in their fi rst Teacher Education 
Program. Today those initial teaching graduates are soon 
to retire and now have some of their grandchild being 
teachers, registered nurses and law students.

Philip loved to read and write about events in Indigenous 
history, politics, sports, culture, recreation and share the 
news with Elders and visitors. After he retired from working 
he enjoyed contributing to the PAGC’s Achimowin monthly 
paper to give a well -rounded view of world news.

Every day was spent with a goal of learning something, 
practicing skills and enjoying some aspect of life. Phil 
enjoyed chatting with people and often contributed 
those ideas to the Prince Albert Parkland Health Board 
of which he was a member, on how to improve services 
for Northerners. He also sat on the Elders’ Council at the 
Saskatchewan Indian Cultural College with Elders from 
every language group in Saskatchewan. Their collective 
goal was and is to preserve Indigenous languages, 
practices and traditions. He enjoyed learning about and 
visiting traditional spiritual places in Saskatchewan with 
his peers.

Philip had many friends from all walks of life and all ages. 
He appreciated being able to play golf daily, go on hunting 
trips all over Saskatchewan, travel to amazing places 
around the world, and have coff ee with the many people 
who would call him up as they drove through Prince Albert.  
His family will continue to spend time in nature where he 
loved hearing the migrating geese calling on the prairie, 
enjoying a paddle on sun kissed Waskesiu  Lake, or 
casting a fi shing lure to tease a trout on Reindeer Lake.


