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V I C E  C H I E F V I C E  C H I E F 
J O S E P H  T S A N N I EJ O S E P H  T S A N N I E

Dear Friends, 

Another year has passed and I am honoured to have served 
in the position of Athabasca Vice Chief for this family we 
call the Prince Albert Grand Council; and for the time to 
refl ect on the triumphs, challenges and next steps towards 
achieving our vision for the future of our communities.

I have come to realize that while each of our communities 
are unique, it is through our coming together that we are 
our strongest and most eff ective.  This is evident in the 
accomplishments and growth that is made each year – this 
year is no diff erent.

In the continued eff ort to build healthy communities we 
have worked hard to ensure the basic needs of our people 
are met - the fundamental needs that are required to give 
our families a foundation to live healthy, productive and 
successful lives.

That is why the work we do is so important.  

It is important that all our members have access to quality, 
aff ordable housing.  We continue to build relationships 
with industry to reduce the cost of power and seek out 
alternative energy and economic solutions.

We have engaged in programs that ensure food security 
for our people – especially those that are most isolated.  
The Nutrition North program is an example of prioritizing 
access to quality food and nutrition for our communities.

With the ongoing threat to our way of life, including a 
decline in our traditional food sources such as the caribou, 
PAGC ensures communities are active partners in projects 
that ensure stewardship of the land and water.  Including, 
the multi-year commitment to Saskatchewan Research 
Council Project CLEANS - clean up of the Gunner Mine 
site on Lake Athabasca; and participation on the McKenzie 
River Basin Board Tracking Change Project – a global 
collaboration which recognizes the value and importance 
of indigenous knowledge, wisdom and western scientifi c 
information in assessing the health of the Basin.  

With direction from our Chiefs and Elders, PAGC remains 
at the forefront of initiatives that help our communities 
thrive.  These include exploring alternative solutions to 
keep our members safe: like the potential development of a 
First Nations Tribal Police Force.  As well as, ensuring safe 
and reliable access to all our communities.  We continue to 
lobby and make progress in the development of our roads 
and highways.  This is especially important due to the risks 
and costs associated with air and water transportation to 
communities in the Athabasca Basin. 

These are just a few examples of how we are working 
together to create healthy communities.  As long as we 
continue to strive for that common goal, there is nothing 
that we cannot accomplish together!

Marci-Cho,

Vice Chief Joseph Tsannie


