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T R I B U T E  T O  C H I E F T R I B U T E  T O  C H I E F 
M I L L E R  N A W A K A Y A SM I L L E R  N A W A K A Y A S
Miller Thomas was born at Red Earth to his parents Law-
rence and Clare Jane Nawakayas.  He attended school 
in Red Earth and graduated Grade 12 from L.P. Miller 
Comprehensive in Nipawin SK.

Miller was the only surviving son and was raised with his 
6 sisters.  Miller’s survival as the only son was celebrated 
by his mother by hosting an annual feast for him until he 
was 18 years of age.  He was a big fan of his mother’s 
beadwork and proudly wore her work.  Miller incorporated 
his traditional teachings into his professional work.  He 
continued to practice the use of traditional medicines 
such as rat root.  

Miller had a chance to experience many career paths 
such as carpentry, septic contracting, custodian, guid-
ance counselling, community liaison worker and opera-
tion and maintenance manager.  He was always deter-
mined to keep his work skills current by learning new 
things such as completing a computer training course on 
his own expense and applying that to his work.

His compassion, respect, and hard work helped Miller 
start his political career as a councillor in 1990 until 1996 
for his community.  He ran for chief in 1999 and was the 
Chief of Red Earth for 12 years.  During his years as 
Chief he focused on community development projects 
such as:

 ■ Initiating the new elementary school to include day-
care and head start space.

 ■ Community bridges
 ■ Improved housing
 ■ Water reservoirs
 ■ Two lagoons
 ■ Streetlights
 ■ Community hall
 ■ Anglican church
 ■ Successful bidding on hosting the 2004 Saskatch-

ewan Winter Games for the three communities (Red 
Earth, Shoal Lake and Cumberland House)

 ■ Road construction to Red Earth’s annual camp – Jam 
Creek

One of his many accomplishments in his political life was 
to pave the road to his community.  His vision was always 
to provide better opportunity with dignity, honour and 
respect. 

Outside of his community he was also on FSIN boards 
and Commissions along with involvement in PAGC 
boards and commissions.  The focus of his career was 
to bring back the grassroots of the treaty agenda in the 
forefront within the Red Earth Cree Nation.  

Above all this, his family was his pride.  He had many 
special moments with his family including special trips 
to Edmonton and Calgary.  He enjoyed watching hockey 
with his daughters who were fans of Pittsburgh.  He 
would jokingly always cheer for the other team they were 
against.  He made a point of showing his daughters how 
to prepare meals and took pleasure in gathering them all 
at the family table for meals.  A family member recalled 
“he gently corrected his childrens wrongdoings, he had 
the right words for each and everyone of us.  Whenever 
he disciplined he would speak in a gentle calm way, 
followed by the teachings of the values”  strong leader, 
family man with traditional teachings.

CHIEF MILLER NAWAKAYAS

JANUARY 27, 1958 - JULY 22, 2018


