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W O M E N ’ S  C O M M I S S I O N S P I R I T U A L  H E A L I N G  L O D G ES P I R I T U A L  H E A L I N G  L O D G E

The Men’s Spiritual Healing Lodge re-opened December 
2013 and, the fi rst two ‘relatives’ arrived in May of 2014.  
By November of the same year, the number of inmates 
climbed to Twelve. 

The Healing Lodge is fi lled by Federal Inmates, that are 
classifi ed as minimal and are low risk to re-off end.  There 
are two groups, Section #81 and Section #84 off enders. 

Since re-opening in 2014, the number of federal inmates is 
standing at twelve (12) federal inmates. 

Elders from all four sectors provide guidance, wisdom and 
knowledge fi ve days a week. 

The inmates tan hides, make drums, star blankets, bead-
ing and wood working and more.  The skills and workman-
ship in these products made by the men is exquisite.  

The ‘Relatives’ attend programs such as Alcoholic Anony-
mous, Narcotic Anonymous, Suicide Prevention, Anger 
Management, one on one Counselling and additional 
programming. All ‘relatives’, except for the Day Parolee’s, 
must attend all programs.  

Day Parolee’s (Section #84) are expected to look for work, 
as they can be away from the Lodge during daytime hours.  

Relatives can apply for ‘Earned Time Away’ (ETA) with 
an escort from the Lodge to do personal shopping, at-
tend hockey games and such.  ETA’s are earned by doing 
chores, being respectful to staff  and other ‘relatives’.  *see 
chart

Some relatives are granted ‘Unescorted Time Away’(UTA).  
These UTA’s are decided by the Parole Board of Canada 
without exception. 

Some ‘relatives’ have Victim Notifi cation (VN).  This means 
that the Parole Board of Canada (PBC) must be made 
aware at least twenty (20) days in advance, when the ‘rela-
tive’ classifi ed as VN is going out on a pass.  PBC will 
contact the victim to let them know where the ‘relative’ will 
be on that given day. 

All ‘relatives’ are assigned duties around the Lodge and re-
ceive wages for their work.  Also, the ‘relatives’ must keep 
their room neat and tidy.  

Ceremonies are very important to the ‘relatives’ and staff  
at the Lodge.  This year, we had weekly Sweats, Pipe Cer-
emonies, Talking Circles and more. 

During the summer months, the ‘relatives’ attend Ceremo-
nies in the communities as much as possible. The ‘relative’ 
must apply to attend and are escorted by trained staff . 

With one Elder’s guidance, the ‘relatives’ made Pemmi-
can, Dry Meat and Bannock. 

Sweat Grass, Sage, Mushrooms and other medicines are 
gathered by the Elders, ‘relatives’ and staff .  

ETA’S WITH AN ESCORT
PERMITS #

APRIL 2017 78

MAY 2017 102

JUNE 2017 107

JULY 2017 104

AUGUST 2017 171

SEPTEMBER 2017 215

OCTOBER 2017 201

NOVEMBER 2017 133

DECEMBER 2017 128

JANUARY 2018 131

FEBRUARY 2018 158

MARCH 2018 171

TOTAL ETA’S 1,699

* This chart indicates the number of ETA’s with an 
escort, ‘rela  ves’ were away from the Lodge.


