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National Chief Bellegarde wants Pope Francis in Canada
to Apologize to Residential School Survivors
In a speech to the FSIN Legislative Assembly, National Chief also wants the Pope to publicly
repudiate two racist doctrines – the Doctrine of Discovery and the Doctrine of Terra Nullius
By Ron Merasty___________________
National Chief Perry Bellegarde returned
home to a Federation of Sovereign
Indigenous Nations legislative assembly
on May 23, 2018, at the Dakota Dunes
Casino on Whitecap Dakota First Nation,
providing an update of regional, national
and international issues. In office for the
past three-and-a-half years, Bellegarde had
been elected for the first time as National
Chief in Winnipeg on December 10, 2014.
He will be running for re-election at an
AFN Assembly to be held in Vancouver on
July 24-26, 2018.
   Bellegarde describes his work in his term
of office as “trying to breathe life back
down to an organization, to bring some
relevancy – relevancy as a lobbying-active
organization –respect for the diversity, and
to make sure that responsiveness to the
issues and needs across Canada, because
we are diverse.”
   He followed Agency Chiefs Tribal Council
Senator Mel Joseph of Big River First Nation
to the podium who had earlier stated
that no natural resources were ceded by
First Nations at treaty negotiations in the
1870s, and that the land provided was only
“to the depth of the plough.”
   National Chief Bellegarde agreed with
the Senator, saying “Me too, I am getting
tired of going ‘depth of a plough,’ but that’s
the teaching. As First Nations we never
gave up anything. We were to share only
to the depth of a plough.”
   Saying that there will be a federal general
election in October 2019, Bellegarde
warned that “Things are going to slow
down” in the federal scene nine to ten

months before the election, but that
chiefs still can influence the next federal
budget, and that they have between now
and December 2018 to lobby finance
minister, Bill Morneau, who he called the
“Soonyawikimaw” (“Money Man”).
    Bellegarde reminded his listeners that
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau had made
five commitments to Canada’s chiefs at an
AFN Assembly shortly after Bellegarde’s
election:
1. Creating a national inquiry on Missing
and Murdered Indigenous Women
and Girls: “To deal with the violence,
to end the violence.” The inquiry will
look “at everything from dealing
with policing, to the courts, to how
things are investigated, to the lack of
communication, to the violence to the
most vulnerable of our people.”
2. A plan to implement all 94 Calls
to Action from the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission. “All 94 will
be honoured and implemented. Prime
Minister made that commitment to our
chiefs, so the plan and the process for
implementation for those 94 Calls to
Action.” He stressed that the 94 were
not recommendations.
3. Investments in Education, in K-12
and post-secondary. There is a postsecondary review ongoing, and
there is a need to close the education
funding cap that exists with other
Canadians. Bellegarde pointed out
known statistics, that First Nations onreserve children are funded only $6500
per capita per school year; provincial
students are funded at 12-$13,000 per
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At the FSIN Legislative Assembly l-r: FSIN 4th Vice Chief David Pratt, 2nd Vice Chief Heather Bear;
3rd Vice Chief E. “Dutch” Lerat, Assembly of First Nations National Chief, Perry Bellegarde;
FSIN Chief Bobby Cameron; 1st Vice Chief Kim Jonathan.

child; and in the Francophone school
system it is “almost $20,000 per child.”
4. Lifting the 2% funding cap on First
Nations budgets, “which has been in
place for over 20 plus years.” Hand-inhand with the lifting of the cap would
be the establishment of “a new fiscal
relationship with the Crown, and he
[Prime Minister] said there would be
‘long-term, sustainable, predictable
funding in place for First Nations
people.’
   Bellegarde said that the AFN Chiefs’
Fiscal Table is calling for “treaty-based
funding.” Canada, however, is diverse
– not all regions of Canada are covered
by treaties with the Crown.
   “We want get to a formula where it is
based on total population on- and offreserve. We want to get to a place where

it keeps up with inflation, but it’s based
on needs. We want to get to a place
where the funding that you get is nationto-nation.”
   The last thing on the wish list is
that funding ought to be based on a
percentage of land and resources, of
the GDP, from the wealth of Canada’s
resources, and not from taxes.
5. The fifth commitment was for a federal
Law and Policy Review, “that would fix
all the laws and all the policies that
aren’t in line to aboriginal rights and
title, and treaty rights, and there’s four
that are really key – that have to be
fixed: Comprehensive Claims policy;
the Specific Claims policy; the Additions
to Reserve policy; the Inherent Right to
Self-Government policy.”
   Bellegarde says those present four
policies are “based on termination
of rights and title, not recognition of
rights and title.”
   The Prime Minister made other
commitments a year later at another
AFN Assembly:
6. The development of an Indigenous
Languages Revitalization Act, which
Bellegarde would prefer to have
enacted into legislation before
September/October 2018, to be in
place before the next federal election.
Indigenous languages, Bellegarde
said, are linked to the inherent right of
self-determination, and to have that
recognized world-wide five elements
are required: your own languages; your
own lands; your own laws; your own
identifiable peoples; and your own
identifiable form of government.
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At the Black Lake Denesuline Nation culture camp on June 1, 2018 were some Dene Elders along with their guests. Front row, l-r: Elsie Robillard, Dora Broussie,
Joe Beavereye, Pierre Robillard, unidentified, Nelda Cook, unidentified. Back row, l-r: PAGC Grand Chief, Brian Hardlotte; Wahpeton Dakota Nation Chief,
John Waditaka; Black Lake Denesuline Nation Councillor, Pauline Thatcher; John Toutsaint; unidentified; PAGC Vice-Chief Joseph Tsannie; Federation of Sovereign
Indigenous Nations Vice Chief, Dutch Lerat; Eileen Bruno, culture camp coordinator; Black Lake DN Chief, Coreen Sayazie; unidentified; FSIN Vice Chief, David Pratt.

The AFN participates in a codevelopment table in partnership with
the Department of Canadian Heritage,
to get the legislation in place.
continued on Page 2
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Message from Grand Chief Brian Hardlotte
The month of June is Grade 12 graduation
month. Graduation is one of those
rights of passage that one never
forgets. Graduation is, denitely,
a big deal. It is for the cheering
family members when one of their
own is introduced at a graduation.
Graduation is huge because most everyone
goes through 12 years of schooling – 13 if you
include Kindergarten. When one rst starts
school they are children. When a student
completes Grade 12 they are on the verge
of adulthood. Many of them leave home
perhaps for the rst time for an extended
period of time when they attend postsecondary education and training in
another community, usually a city.
As a First Nations leader I have
attended many Grade 12 graduations
over the years. We all have seen
increased numbers of First Nations
people attaining professional degrees
and that will only increase in the coming
years.
Hopefully, in a few more years it will
become commonplace as we obtain
increased education funding for our
children. Society should not be afraid to
invest in our First Nations children as
that investment to society will be paid
back by an educated workforce,
whether they are in university or
trades training.

Brian Hardlotte

Grand Chief Prince Albert Grand Council

Chasity Sanderson
Senator Allan Bird Memorial School
2017 Graduate
Montreal Lake Cree Nation

National Chief Bellegarde wants Pope Francis to Come to Canada to
Apologize to Residential School Survivors continued from page 1
7. Implementing the UN Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and
that Bill C-262, a private member’s
bill sponsored by the Indigenous NDP
MP, Romeo Saganash, will give it legal
effect.
   However, Carolyn Bennett, the
Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations
is presently engaged in Canadawide consultations on the Rights for
Reconciliation Bill that the National Chief
says “will be better than, and build upon
Bill C-262, to give legal effect to the UN
Declaration.”
   First Nations are nothing if not cautious
when it comes to dealings with the
Crown. Although some want to rush
the legislation, the National Chief says
some of the 634 First Nations leaders
across Canada are saying, ‘Let’s slow it
down – be careful. How does it impact
our rights? How does this impact on the
two Departments? [The other being the
Department of Indigenous Services.]
How does this impact on treaties? Section
35 [of the Constitution, which recognizes
and affirms existing aboriginal and treaty
rights]? Section 91(24) of the BNA Act?
How does it all fit?’
   Bellegarde says that the Rights for
Reconciliation Bill is “all about moving
beyond the Indian Act.” He pointed
out several ways that First Nations can

organize themselves in a post-Indian
Act world, “Either as First Nations unto
yourselves, either as tribal councils,
treaty areas, and some areas it’s nations
themselves talking by language.”
The two things that hurt Indian people in
Canada, Bellegarde said, were residential
schools, and the Indian Act, which “still
controls us.”
The National Chief said that in 50 years
there will be no more status Indians
under the Indian Act, and that because
of the 2015 Descheneaux case there will
be a lot more status Indians created in
the future. His main criticism is that while
there may be some additional funding
set aside for new status Indians in the
areas of uninsured health benefits and
post-secondary support, “Where is the
land?” he asks.
   Bellegarde wants Pope Francis, as
head of the Roman Catholic Church, to
come to Canada to formally apologize,
to residential school survivors and their
families for the Church’s role in the
creation and administration of Indian
Residential Schools.
   “The second reason we want him to come,
is to make this the Statement, that there is
two doctrines: the Doctrine of Discovery,
and the Doctrine of Terra Nullius. Those
are two doctrines that are fast becoming
seen as illegal, racist doctrines, not only in

Canada, but throughout the world.
And, so we start using these words, and I
urge every chief to start using these words:
‘Assumed Crown Sovereignty,’ ‘Assumed
Crown Jurisdiction,’ because it is assumed.
Even your reserves, according to their law,
it is ‘federal Crown land set aside for the
use and benefit of Indians.’ Well, we don’t
believe that. It’s sovereign land, and it’s
assumed Crown sovereignty— how did
Crown gain title to land and territory? Well,
by planting a flag [!] – the use of those –
the Doctrine of Discovery; the Doctrine
of Terra Nullius, ‘Vacant Land.’ So we
want that Pope to come to make those
decrees because that will help us to fix the
Comprehensive Claims Policy, the Specific
Claims Policy. There are some, even,
thoughts now, instead of calling it Specific
Claims and Comp(rehensive) Claims we
should call it ‘Land Restoration,’ because
why are we ‘claiming’ our land back?”
   National Chief Bellegarde also touched
on other issues:
1. The creation of an Indigenous Peoples’
Chapter inside NAFTA, the North
American Free Trade Agreement.
2. The creation of Indigenous Peoples’
House at 100 Wellington Street across
from Parliament, “to remind all those
338 MPs that the Indigenous Peoples’
House is here and …. Canada would not
be a country if you did not a relationship

with First Nations People, and we are
sharing a lot of land and resource
wealth with our White brothers and
sisters.”
3. The creation of the National Chief’s
Committee on Gaming, with the
inaugural meeting held at Dakota
Dunes Casino. On this Bellegarde says,
“There is an opportunity now to fix the
Criminal Code of Canada, and amend
it to respect First Nations’ control over
gaming on-reserve. That’s ultimately
where you need to keep pushing,
and right now, through our Gaming
Framework Agreement’s delegated
authority, to work in partnership with
the Province of Saskatchewan, but
ultimately, it’s best to get them out of
our business – get them away from
our business – create our own laws
and occupy the field. So we’re going to
amend the Criminal Code of Canada, so
we’re going to work on that through our
Chiefs’ Committee on Gaming.”
4. The Chiefs’ Committee on Border
Crossings.
5. The Chiefs’ Committee on Nation
Building to deal with Bill C-262 and
with the UN Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples, “to make sure
that, as well, there’s processes and
plans to move beyond the Indian Act.”
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The Year 1968_______________________________________________________
The final three-and-a-half weeks of the 1968 federal
election began on June 1, 1968. I was in a residential
school then but I was beginning to get interested in the
political process. Looking back at it now, Indians had
only been allowed to vote in federal and provincial
elections for less than a decade by that time. The three
main parties were the Progressive Conservatives, NDP,
and Liberals.
The PCs were led by a stodgy-appearing, rather
nasal-sounding, decidedly bald 54-year-old Nova
Scotian whose family manufactured clothing, and
famously, underwear. This was always perceived as
something of a negative for Robert Stanfield as he
went on to lose this one and the next two elections, in
1972 and 1974. His father’s big mistake had been to
manufacture underwear.
The Liberals were led by what they said was a
young and charismatic leader by the name of Pierre
Elliott Trudeau, who was from Quebec. He had both
English and French parents. They said he was young
but to a callow 14-year-old, 48 sounded pretty ancient.
However, compared to Stanfield he seemed much
younger and he was squiring around famous ladies
like actress Barbra Streisand. He was also considered
an intellectual by some and a smartass by political
opponents.
Then there was the NDP leader, who was Tommy
Douglas. I didn’t know much about him then but he had
been Premier of Saskatchewan and is now known as
the Father of Medicare. I actually watched the leaders’
debate and I must confess that Tommy Douglas sounded
the most persuasive and if I had had a vote I would have
chosen him. However, I believe the Canadian public
considered him too far to the left. Electing him would
probably have led to the slippery slope of socialism was
probably the prevailing notion.
On June 18 or 20 I was on my way back to Flin
Flon on an STC bus. I had my younger brother Ben and
my Merasty cousins Marlene and the late Ricky with
me. We had to switch to a Manitoba bus at Swan River,
where we arrived at about 1:00 pm. We had boarded
at Lebret at 8:00 am. We had about 3 hours to kill so
I remember wandering about in the vicinity of the bus
depot – we didn’t wander too far – and I remember
seeing an outdoor Liberal political rally. “Trudeaumania”
was all the rage and it appeared that Trudeau was going
to steamroll Bob Stanfield and Tommy Douglas, which
he did. To a 14-year-old, Trudeau’s election seemed
inevitable.
I was in Pelican Narrows on Election Day, June
25, when Trudeau and the Liberals were declared
the victors. Trudeau would set out and make things
pretty good for his fellow Quebecois but he did very
little for First Nations. First Nations people were never
considered.
In Pelican Narrows there were quite a few local
commercial fishers working Mirond, Pelican, Chachakew
and Wood Lakes, and taking their catch to the fish plant
at Pelican Narrows. As an aside, Pelican Lake, I believe
long ago, used to be known as Chachakew Lake.
Chachakew means “Pelican” in Cree. The fish plant
manager was one Merle Jorgenson and he may have
been newly married. He drove a late model Chevrolet
pickup with his name being painted either on the door

or on an accessory attached to the box. The only fish
plant employee I can recall from that time is the late
William Ballantyne, who had a large family. Maybe the
late Steve Ballantyne also worked there.
In those days most Pelican Narrows fishermen had
canoes which they improvised with what I call wooden
fins toward the stern so that the canoes rode flatter in
the water, and therefore, faster. Most of the canoes had
a 10-hp, usually Johnson, outboard motor. By 1975
most of them would have upgraded to an aluminum
Lund or Starcraft boat (Lunds were sturdier and heavier)
and 20-hp motors. Thereafter, the outboard motors got
more and more powerful.
The main store was the Hudson Bay Company,
which was located by the beach, and the only employee
I can remember is Gilbert Linklater, who sometimes
pumped gas. The gas pump, I believe, had a lock.
Gilbert would often sing a couple of bars of a Gordon
Lightfoot hit, “For Loving Me” as he was going about his
business. He never sang “Steel Rail Blues” or “Ribbon
of Darkness” or “Black Day in July.”
The Peter Ballantyne Band Chief at the time was
Gilbert’s father, Peter Linklater. It seemed to me that he
had been Chief forever, but he was perhaps nearing
his 10th year in office. I can remember a few years
earlier, at Guy Hill Residential School that I had found
out I belonged to the Peter Ballantyne Band, and my
reaction was something like, “Geez, that doesn’t sound
like a very Indian-sounding band name.” I must have
compared that name with perhaps Opaskwayak or
Barren Lands.
The Pelican Narrows Roman Catholic Church
was always full on Sundays. My grandparents always
seemed to make it a habit to live close to the church
as they were pretty serious about their faith, as were
others. They attended every morning, not only on
Sundays.
I remember there was a donation box at the Church
which donations were to go toward the purchase of a
new organ. At the rate the donations weren’t piling up
it seemed it might take until the end of the millennium
for that new organ to make its appearance. I remember
that Isaac Bear used to play the organ at the Sandy
Bay church but I can’t remember who did the same at
Pelican Narrows at that time. The hymns were all sung
in Cree, unadulterated, if I may, with Protestant types
(which to be honest, were somewhat funkier, if I may
be permitted to use such phraseology in this context).
We never heard “The Old Rugged Cross” or “Bringing
in the Sheaves.” Things may have changed in the halfcentury since.
Poker was a nightly obsession for some on the
Matâwisâk area of Pelican Narrows (where the RC
Church was), and in 1968 even a dime could make
a difference. The amounts bet in those games were
mostly in silver but they’d play into the wee hours by
the light of the Coleman lamp, which would gasp out
that sound as it provided illumination. A pot of tea
was always brewing on the stove. At that time Pelican
Narrows people probably drank five times as much tea
as the English because “high tea” was all day, every
day, often with “wî-ka-skwa” (mint) added for a heavenly
cup. Delicious it always will be. If only the Queen of
England were apprised of wîkaskwa.

The Year 2018_______________________________________________________
Fifty years ago when I was a youth of 14 I heard a
program on the radio and the topic was, “What will the
world be like in 2018?” I still remember the day I heard
it, June 7, 1968.
A couple of days earlier Democratic Presidential
candidate Robert Fitzgerald Kennedy, now
remembered by the acronym “RFK,” was shot and
killed by a 20-year-old assassin by the name of Sirhan
Sirhan. It followed the assassination of American civil
rights leader, Martin Luther King Jr., by about two
months by James Earl Ray.
I don’t remember a heck of a lot about that particular
radio program but I heard that the radio guy kept
asking, “What will the world…?” I wondered what it
would be like. But I also thought that 50 years was
an impossibly long time. It had already seemed like
forever to have gotten to 14 years of age.
What everyone wanted for the future back in 1968
was a flying car. That’s all I remember about that radio
program. Fifty years is not an impossibly long time I
can now conclude with so many years behind me. A
lifetime is quite short even if you live to be 80 or 90
or more.
Back in 1968 I remember that my homeroom teacher
drove a rather funky car, a brand-new 1968 Pontiac
Parisienne. That model had a distinctive “nose” and
I liked it. One of the Metis supervisors – Lebret is a
Metis town, however shrunk it may be now – had a
1967 Chrysler but I now forget the model.
One day that month of June I saw a young First

Nations kid from the residential school sitting in a brand
new 1968 Chevrolet. His parents were from one of the
nearby reserves. Nearby reserves were Piapot, Pasqua,
Standing Buffalo, Muscowpetung, Peepeekisis,
Okanese, Little Black Bear and Starblanket. You could
probably count Carry-the-Kettle, which wasn’t all that
far away. That car, I understood, belonged to someone
called Poitras, and may have been from Peepeek.
It was the first time that I ever saw a new car that
belonged to a First Nations person. Up to that point all
I ever saw were First Nation owners of used, secondhand, or the now preferred “pre-owned” vehicles. Of
course, the King of Used Cars was probably my late
Uncle David who made it a point to always own an “old
bomb.” Better than walking, eh?
I remember a story that my grandmother used to
tell when I was a kid. She told the story quite often
because the Cree passed on their history and legends
by word of mouth, with the use of stories – “oral history”
is the terminology social scientists use, I suppose.
The story was about a young person, perhaps a
man, who saw a beautiful bird and was so fascinated
that he followed the bird for what seemed like perhaps
an hour or two. When he met another person some
time later the chaser discovered that he was nearly
100 years old. “But it seems like I’ve been chasing
this bird for only an hour,” is what he told the other
person. I believe that the lesson that was attempted
to be imparted is that life is really quite short. And it is.
My paternal grandmother was registered as being
born on January 1, 1900. She passed in March 1984.
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Darian Lonechild, left, and Rollin Baldhead, FSIN Youth Representatives, spoke at the 2018 spring legislative assembly held at Dakota
Dunes on the Whitecap Dakota Nation. Darian is the daughter of former FSIN Chief, Guy Lonechild, and is from White Bear First Nation.
Rollin is from One Arrow First Nation
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The National Chief said it_____________________________________________

Ron Merasty Photo

National Chief Perry Bellegarde is about to be interviewed by Missinippi Broadcasting Corporation’s Cree broadcaster,
Abel Charles, on May 23, 2018 at Dakota Dunes Casino.

National Chief Perry Bellegarde addressed the
Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations spring
legislative assembly on May 23 and he began by
praising the FSIN: “Being a National Chief, being
all over Canada, I have to say that as an FSIN,
as a Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations
organization, there is none like it in Canada. There is
no other unified territory like the FSIN, and I want to

lift you all up and hold you up as chiefs and leaders
and the Elders, Senators, the veterans, for keeping
this organization alive and unified for over 65 plus
years. You should be commended for that. Because
of that unity you can build institutions – you can build
institutions like the First Nations University of Canada,
Indian Cultural Centre, Indian Gaming Authority – all
of them can be built because of that unity.”
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MMIWG Commissioners Express Profound
Disappointment at Short Extension Granted
Say a short extension of only six months is an injustice to families,
survivors and Canada when the systemic violence against
indigenous women is the result of 500 years of colonization

Vancouver, British Columbia –
On June 5 the National Inquiry into
Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women
and
Girls
(National
Inquiry) was granted a short
extension of six months, to April
30, 2019 to conclude its research
and submit its final report. The
Commissioners expressed profound
disappointment, stating that the
extremely limited extension does
a disservice to the thousands of
missing and murdered Indigenous
women and girls, survivors and
families, some of whom advocated
for decades for a National Inquiry.

actions that can be taken to remove
systemic causes of violence and to
improve the safety of Indigenous
women and girls.

the Government of Canada. In the
past, the mandates of a number of
inquiries have been extended to
allow for the completion of work.

“The priority for the extension
will
be
to
finish
gathering
statements from the more than
500 family members and survivors
already registered and waiting to
share their truths. The timeline
severely limits the capacity of the
National Inquiry to adequately
engage those who have been
marginalized due to incarceration,
homelessness, or human
trafficking, and those
who are currently living
in violent circumstances,”
said Commissioner Qajaq
Robinson.
“The
National
Inquiry will also not be able to
conduct Regional Institutional
nor Knowledge Keeper and Expert
Hearings which would have allowed
for regional examination of these
issues.”

Since its inception, more than
1,273 witnesses have shared their
truths with the National Inquiry
through:

The members of the National
Advisory Family Circle (NFAC),
who provide advice to
the National Inquiry are
survivors of violence or
individuals who have
lost loved ones, and
they have expressed
that the decision
is one more
blow. “We
believe
that
the
“The systemic causes of violence
against Indigenous women, girls
and 2SLGBTQ people are rooted
in 500 years of colonization. The
families and survivors who have
shared their truths have informed
all Canadians about this national
tragedy. In seeking a two year
extension we were striking a
balance between the urgency of the
issues and the need to do this work
thoroughly. Now we believe political
expediency has been placed before
the safety of Indigenous women,
girls and 2SLGBTQ people,” noted
Chief Commissioner Buller.
The National Inquiry is
mandated to inquire and report
on systemic causes of all form of
violence against Indigenous women
and girls in Canada, and to make
recommendations on concrete

requested two
year extension was necessary to
truly honour the loved ones lost
as well as survivors. This is difficult
work, and after waiting so long for
justice and change, this is a shortsighted decision.” said Gladys
Radek NFAC member.
“We have been gifted a sacred
responsibility. We recognize the
enormity of the work. This is the
first inquiry to be truly national in
scope and include all provincial
and territorial jurisdictions. The
mandate of the National Inquiry
is also broad in scope, including
policing, justice systems and social
services – each of which could be
the subject of its own inquiry,”
noted Commissioner Eyolfson.
The National Inquiry’s request
for an extension was not unique
nor a first for an inquiry initiated by

• 15 Community Hearings;
• Nine
Statement
events;

Gathering

• Two Knowledge Keeper
Expert Hearings; and

and

• One Institutional Hearing.
A Knowledge Keeper and Expert
Hearing on Racism is set to take
place in Toronto, Ontario from June
12 – 14, 2018 and an Institutional
Hearing on Police Policies and
Practices in Regina, Saskatchewan
from June 25 – 29, 2018.

“The National Inquiry will
continue, of course, because
the families of the missing and
murdered and survivors have
sacrificed too much,” concluded
Chief Commissioner Buller. “We
know family members are grieving
their losses each and every day,
and that the gaping void left when
a family member goes missing
or is murdered always remains.
The National Inquiry is hearing
families’ and survivors’ truths
for all Canadians, so that we can
make positive change from the
devastating events and systemic
harm done to Indigenous women,
girls, Two-spirited people and
Indigenous families. There remains
much work to be done. We are
disappointed that the Government
of Canada does not believe this is
worth another 24 months.”

The Lac La Ronge
Indian Band
Indian Child & Family
Service Agency Inc.
requires

foster homes

If you are interested in becoming a Foster Parent, please contact the

Foster Care Department,
La Ronge Indian Child & Family Services at:

(306) 425-5511
or call toll free

1-866-755-5554
Share your heart & home with a child in need!!!
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What to do when Smoke from Wildfires Becomes a Problem
Northern Inter-Tribal
Health Authority (NITHA)
public health officials are
advising northern residence
to take precautions whenever
smoke from forest fires is
spreading across Northern
Saskatchewan and resulting
in poor air quality.
Smoke concentrations
will vary widely as winds, fire
behavior and temperatures
change. Children, seniors,
and those with heart or lung
disease, such as asthma, are
potentially at risk.
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Eric Cook, a member of Black Lake Denesuline Nation, shows a
cooked caribou head. The caribou noses, shown at the bottom,
are cooked separately by grilling, I believe, over an open fire.

“Smoke can cause
increased coughing, throat
irritation, headaches and
Ron Merasty Photo
shortness of breath” said Dr.
From the left: Ed Mirasty, PAGC Director of Education, PAGC Vice-Chief Joseph Tsannie, Eileen Bruno, and Rosalie Tsannie-Burseth, PAGC Associate
Nnamdi Ndubuka, Medical Director of Education. This year in May and into June, Black Lake Denesuline Nation held a two-week-long culture camp. Eileen Bruno is the Culture Camp
Health Officer for NITHA. Coordinator. As visitors to the community and culture camp, we were fed some caribou meat, which, as always was super delicious. Your scribe had ribs.
“Monitor your symptoms and seek
medical attention if you get worse,
particularly if you have a pre-existing
respiratory condition.”
The following measures can be
implemented especially if you have lung
or heart troubles, are elderly or very
young:
• Remain indoors during times that there
is smoke in the air;
• If you have fresh air shelters in your
community, please utilize as directed
by local health officials;

Ron Merasty Photo

Black Lake Dene Elders, Pierre Robillard, left, and Joe Beavereye, demonstrate how Blood Soup is made. Ingredients include caribou
blood, and chopped up pieces of caribou kidney, heart and other internal organs. The contents are placed inside a caribou stomach.
Blood soup is prepared by placing superheated stones inside the caribou stomach with care being taken not to puncture it. The stomach
is placed in a hole in the ground, and the hole is lined with moss. When ready to serve it is ladled out. The Elders offered some of the
Blood Soup, which, undoubtedly contains plenty of vitamins and minerals, to their FSIN and PAGC visitors. This is but another example
of the sometimes esoteric and still vibrant culture of Canada’s Indigenous Peoples.

PAGCT - Spring and Fall Burning

• Keep doors and windows closed – if
cooling is needed, use a fan or airconditioning, if available;
• Reduce exercise and activity, especially
outdoors;
• Be aware that outdoor events, especially
athletic games or competitions, may be
postponed or cancelled if smoke levels
are elevated; and
• If you are experiencing increasing
symptoms, more than irritation in the
eyes, nose or throat, please see your
local health worker.
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Team PAGC is top fundraiser for 2018 Prince Albert Relay for Life

By Ron Merasty_______________________
Team PAGC can be proud – and they are
– about winning the Sapphire Award as
the top fundraiser for Prince Albert’s 2018
Relay for Life. Compare that to 2016 when
they raised $3,406.80 and were the Bronze
winners, and in 2017 raised $3,983.85 to win
Silver.
They held a number of fundraisers in
2018 to get to the top. Team PAGC held a
fish fry at the Senator Allan Bird Memorial
Centre on Wednesday, May 30 to raise
money for Relay for Life. It was their third
fundraising event in the run-up to the
Prince Albert Relay for Life walk that was
held June 2nd.
The fish – $500 of walleye bought at
Northern Wild Fishery – was donated by
Ron Michel of Ron’s Medical Transportation,
and much appreciated by Team PAGC and
diners. It was deep fried in oversized pans
by Ernest Durocher, his partner, Margaret
Michel, and Irene Merasty (Margaret and
Irene are siblings to Ron Michel), with David
Merasty performing services as a man
Friday.
For a relatively “cheap” price of $11 it was
served with potatoes, coleslaw, beans, soda
pop or water and a piece of baked bannock.
What can be better than northern walleye?
Relay for Life is a community fundraising
event where Canadians across the country
join together in the fight against cancer.
In 2016, over 432 fundraising Relays took
place across Canada. The Prince Albert
Relay for Life walk was held at Kinsmen Park
with many teams and hundreds of people
participating.
Every year Relay for Life teams find
innovative ways of fundraising, which
proceeds go to the Canadian Cancer

Society. A statement by the
Canadian Cancer Society states:
“We fund the most promising
cancer research, provide trusted
information, help bring about
healthy public policies and
offer support services. We are
changing lives for the better so
that all Canadians live more fully.”
Relay for Life is a festival-like
fundraising event where team
members take turns walking
around a track or designated
path. The Prince Albert walk used
to be held at Max Clunie Field
behind Art Hauser Centre but in
more recent times has been held
at Kinsmen Park, which has a
designated path. The 2018 Relay
Submitted Photo
for Life walk was held from 12
Back row (l-r): Robert Hunter, Patricia Hunter, Jen Oldford, Tanya Sewap, Angie Merasty, Amanda Henry, Corinne Fiddler,
noon to 12 midnight, a change
Blair Nakoneshny. Front row (l-r): Nancy McMahon, Eva Ross, David Nakoneshny.
from previous years when it was
that have been lost and commit to raising and James are survivors of cancer.
held from 7:00 pm – 7:00 am,
funds to fight all types of cancer. Relay for
which made it an overnight event.
A few years ago, Ernest Durocher,
In the walk each team taking part is Life is a community of people fighting back Margaret Michel’s partner, had what
he describes as “a loonie-sized” tumor
required to have at least one member against cancer.
on the track at all times to symbolize the
There were at least four cancer survivors surgically removed from his heart. There
ongoing fight against cancer. On and off that attended the PAGC fish fry. One is were complications during the operation –
track, there is always something to do at James Michel, a millwright in his early 60s, he almost didn’t survive, and he was revived
Relay for Life. Those taking a break from and the younger brother of Ron Michel. – but he did survive.
walking can check out the entertainment James was diagnosed with colon cancer.
Team PAGC, chaired by Jen Oldford,
and many activities, or relax at their team’s
He accepted the news with a with staff at Spruce Lodge Boarding Home
campsite.
determination to beat it. He kept the assisting – principally Corinne Fiddler –
Team PAGC’s two other fundraising events diagnosis relatively quiet because, as he had an ambitious target of raising $10,000,
in the month of May were: a steak night at explained, ‘if you have people expressing which is more than twice the amount that
a local restaurant, and a hamburger sale. All sadness about your condition and feeling was raised in 2017.
three fundraisers were well supported by sorry for you,’ that it may affect you in a
“I would like to thank everyone to
PAGC employees and their families.
assisted
our PAGC Relay for Life team in
negative way.
raising
$9,250.10,
” wrote Corinne Fiddler
At Relay for Life the walk brings together
James did a lot of walking, loading up
teams of family, friends and colleagues to his MP3 player or whatever he had with his in an email. “This would not have been
celebrate cancer survivors, remember those favourite music, and enjoying the music and possible without the support of everyone
who donated prizes, food, services or
walking. He stayed positive, did not panic
money, etc. The support in purchasing
or allow himself to have negative thoughts.
squares, tickets, food and beverages was
Eventually the cancer went into remission.
outstanding. Thank you all so very much!
James’s wife, Margaret Morgan, was We managed to raise an incredible amount
diagnosed with breast cancer in 2003, of money in such a short time. Our goal
and his sister, Margaret Michel (sound was to hit $10,000 and although we fell a
confusing?) was diagnosed with the same little short, it is something we can all take
condition in 2004. Both the two Margarets tremendous pride in.”

Ron Merasty Photo

Three cancer survivors are, from left: Margaret Michel, James Michel, and James’s partner, Margaret Morgan.
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Government of Saskatchewan Failing to Properly Fund
Beverly and Qamanirjuaq Caribou Management Board

An additional problem that was noted
yet again is that neither the governments
of Saskatchewan or Manitoba have
contributed the funding for board
operations that their Ministers committed
to provide for ten years, beginning in
2012. While Manitoba has indicated it will
contribute its full amount for 2018 as well
as the shortfall for 2017, Saskatchewan
will again only be providing a portion
($10,000) of its annual contribution to the
Board.
But it is about more than money
– Indigenous traditional and local
knowledge is missing when community
members from Saskatchewan and
Manitoba cannot attend. “The caribou
are these peoples’ lives,” stressed Chair
Earl Evans, from the Northwest Territory
Métis Nation in Fort Smith, NWT. “Without
caribou they die. Caribou is life for other
animals and it’s life for the people. We
need to have our funding and we need
to have it on time so we can have these
people back at the table.”
In other Board business, members
supported the Government of Canada’s
vocal opposition toward attempts to
open the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in
Alaska to oil drilling, in order to protect the
Porcupine caribou herd, considered one
of the largest and healthiest herds in the
Canadian north.
Members did, however, express
concern with the inconsistency of the
federal government’s position on caribou
calving ground protection. For herds
with calving grounds in Nunavut, most
of which are declining and need calving
ground protection even more than in the
past, like the Qamanirjuaq herd, neither
the federal or territorial government has
supported protection that was proposed
through the draft Nunavut Land Use Plan.
Board members were also concerned
with proposed threatened species
designations for barren-ground caribou
by both the Northwest Territories (NWT)
Conference of Management Authorities
and the Government of Canada. These
designations under NWT and federal
Species-at-Risk legislation would result in
recovery strategies that some fear could
impact harvesting rights.
“Community members in caribou-using
communities will only listen and agree
if they are consulted so they understand
each step of the process,” cautioned

Napoleon Denechezhe, from Northlands
Denesuline First Nation in Lac Brochet, MB.
Louis Josie, from Hatchet Lake First
Nation in Wollaston Lake, SK agreed the
need for traditional knowledge in any
decision-making is paramount. “Elders all
used to say that caribou is our livelihood.
We are the caribou eaters. We’ve lived on it
all our lives. Don’t give our traditional way
of life away.”
The next meeting of the Beverly and
Qamanirjuaq Caribou Management Board
will be held in Winnipeg from November
20-22, 2018.
The BQCMB is a co-management advisory
board that helps manage the Beverly
and Qamanirjuaq caribou herds, which
migrate across Manitoba, Saskatchewan,
the Northwest Territories and Nunavut.
The majority of board members represent
Aboriginal communities and all board
members live in northern Canada.

Ron Merasty Photo

Two cooks at the Black Lake culture camp were Elsie Robillard, left, and Margaret Bigeye. Elsie said she cooked the
raisin bannock, which was darn good. Elsie must have cooked caribou.

Meet the BQCMB Member:

Napoleon Denechezhe

W

He is a strong believer in the BQCMB’s work and
believes its “Caribou for the Future” messages—
about respectful hunting, cumulative effects and
the importance of harvest information—need
to be heard far and wide. “Not enough people
know what has to be done,” he says. “It’s not only
Lac Brochet and Wollaston and Fond du Lac and
Tadoule Lake…there’s other caribou users and
these people are hunters also. Whatever they kill
we don’t know about. And that’s what we’re missing—knowing what others are doing.”

innipeg’s Charleswood Rotary Club
wouldn’t be the place you’d expect to learn
about the importance of teaching youth how to
hunt caribou, but that is exactly what they heard
during a recent meeting.

Their guest speaker? BQCMB member Napoleon
Denechezhe, from Northlands Denesuline First
Nation in Lac Brochet, Manitoba.
“Nap”, as he is called, in Winnipeg for the
BQCMB’s November Board meeting, was as
surprised as the Rotary Club Members. “It was
something that I didn’t expect,” he says. “Ross
(BQCMB Executive Director Ross Thompson)
just came up and asked me to be the guest speaker which was kind of a surprise. But it turned out
pretty good.”
“It was surprising for them to know how important caribou is for the people, the caribou users.”
According to Thompson, Nap was a very effective
presenter, which should come as NO surprise.
Nap has long been a community leader in Lac
Brochet, a community formed in 1971 just north
of Brochet, a small community on northwest
Manitoba’s Reindeer Lake. While most residents
of Brochet are Cree, Lac Brochet is made up of
Dene, and when the community was created, it
needed a spokesperson. For the next two or
three years, that person was Nap. “I like helping
out” he says simply.

“This is the way we live
our lives and we want to
pass it on to our young
people.”
BQCMB Member Napoleon
Denechezhe

It’s a message Nap brings to every meeting—the
need for outspoken people that can do the job
and spread those messages. And he leads by example, stepping up as needed. As noted earlier,
he served as community spokesperson in the early years, and was a band councillor for six years.
Today, he continues giving back by helping with
community hunts and “On-the-Land Camps” for
youth. These youth camps are designed to give
kids a chance to gain new knowledge, learning
from seasoned hunters, trappers and elders like
Nap. They are funded by the BQCMB with assistance from some of its partners, including the
Charleswood Rotary Club. (For more information about On-the-Land Camps, visit arctic-caribou.com/projects/education/.)

Photo credit: Lynne Bereza

It is that same helping spirit that brought him to the BQCMB three years
ago. One of the things he really enjoys is learning about what is happening in other jurisdictions. “You know it’s interesting…I’m a hunter and
fisherman and I trap…I’m an outdoorsman and I’ve gotten to know
more about what’s happening (across the range).”
Photo courtesy of Napoleon Denechezhe

During the Beverly and Qamanirjuaq
Caribou Management Board (BQCMB)
spring meeting held May 8-10 in Prince
Albert, Saskatchewan, a common refrain
was heard around the Board table – why
is the Government of Saskatchewan not
fulfilling its commitment to bring its
community members to meetings? Those
who did attend were funded through
their First Nations, not the Government
of Saskatchewan, and one member was
unable to attend after failing to secure
funding.

Before Nap’s presentation, Club members really
had no clear idea what effect their contribution
to the camps was having. Thompson had achieved an initial donation by
appealing to the Club’s preference for funding youth activities, but he felt
hearing about the camps from a northerner would be more effective.
And it was. “They were amazed,” Nap says. “It was good for them to
hear, some of them had no idea and wanted to learn more about it. But
they’ve got to hear it from us.”
Nap and fellow BQCMB member Ernie Bussidor, from Tadoule Lake,
Manitoba teamed up for the presentation and in addition to talking about
the program, showed a slide show of youth participating in some recent
camps. Nap feels that seeing pictures of knowledge being passed from
generation to generation had a strong impact on the Rotary members.
“This is something that people need to be enthusiastic about,” Nap explains. “This is the way we live our lives and we want to pass it on to
our young people.”
Nap has spent his life passing on his hunting, trapping and fishing skills to
his own small family, and he is an experienced and sought-after guide. But
by sharing his extensive knowledge with others, he is ensuring youth right
across the range will benefit from these teachings.
And as for reaction from the Charleswood Rotary Club? After Nap and
Ernie’s presentation, they promised to make another donation toward
BQCMB youth education programs!•
This story is reprinted courtesy of Caribou News in Brief.
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FSIN Legislative Assembly Honours Three Athletes who are
‘the past, present and future’
he was honoured on another occasion and
he urged leadership on this day to take
“firm action.”
“Youth must continue where we left
off,” he said.
“It’s kind of fitting that the three
people who are here today are: Fred the
Legend, that has done that, and has been
there, and lived that; and then we have the
Olympian in Bridget, who’s doing it right
now, who’s living it right now; and then
we have Cole, who one day will be there,”
Sturgeon Lake First Nation Chief, Greg
Ermine said. “So we have the past, present
and future, and that’s something that’s
very fitting.”
Cole was raised by his family and his
grandmother, Bonnie Ledoux, whom Chief
Ermine praised having “been instrumental
in Cole’s current success and also his future
life plans.”

Ron Merasty 2003 Photo

From the left are: Rollin Baldhead, FSIN Youth Representative; Sturgeon Lake First Nation Chief, Greg Ermine; FSIN Vice Chief Kim Jonathan; Cole Sanderson; Cote First Nation Chief, George Cote;
FSIN Chief Bobby Cameron; Brigette Lacquette, FSIN Vice Chief E. “Dutch” Lerat; Senator Fred Sasakamoose; FSIN Vice Chief Heather Bear; Ahtahkakoop Cree Nation Chief Larry Ahenakew;
Darian Lonechild, FSIN Youth Representative; and FSIN Vice Chief David Pratt.

By Ron Merasty____________________
On May 23 the Federation of
Sovereign Indigenous Nations executive
honoured three exceptional athletes at
the spring legislative assembly held at
Dakota Dunes Casino.
They are: the legend, Senator Fred
Sasakamoose of Ahtahkakoop Cree Nation,
the first First Nation hockey player to play

in the National Hockey League; 2018
Olympic women’s hockey team member,
and silver medallist, Brigette Lacquette
of Cote First Nation; and 16-year-old Cole
Sanderson of Sturgeon Lake First Nation,
the Canadian Greco-Roman wrestling U19
national champion.
Chief Bobby Cameron spoke of
how Brigette Lacquette is inspiring young

PETER BALLANTYNE
CREE NATION
HEALTH SERVICES

NOTICE OF ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

on
Monday, June 25, 2018
Commencing at 9:30 a.m.
Location: Prince Albert Wildlife Federation,
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north of the John Diefenbaker Bridge

PLEASE CALL 953-4425
FOR MORE INFORMATION
PETER BALLANTYNE CREE NATION
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Chief Joseph Custer Reserve #201
Box 339 Prince Albert, SK S6V 5R7
Phone (306) 953 4425 Fax (306) 922-4979
Toll Free: 1-855-953-4425
pbcnhealthservices.org

athletes to dream of making it in the
Olympics, and not only in hockey but other
sports. He spoke of Cole Sanderson as a
“raw, natural talent” whose unexpected
success at such a young age “is unheard
of.” He thanked Senator Sasakamoose, “one
of our NHL heroes, and for all the work that
he did.”
The honourees were accompanied
by their First Nations’ chief who was given
an opportunity to speak about their
accomplishments and what they meant to
their community. Each was presented with
a Starblanket and the New Dawn singers
and drum group from La Ronge performed
in their honour.
“Our community is just so honoured
and proud – the accomplishments that
Brigette has done, growing up,” Chief
George Cote said. They had honoured
her at Cote a few weeks ago, shortly after
her Olympic experience where she won
a silver medal playing defence for Team
Canada women.
She experienced racism on her
journey through minor hockey, has never
touched alcohol or drugs, “and with all the
things she’s went through, she’s been such
a great role model, not only to our young
ladies from Cote First Nation, but I guess,
right across Canada. She’s come a long way
and she’ll going to go a long way yet. She
really set the standard and set the bar for
our young people right across Canada.”
Chief
Larry
Ahenakew
of
Ahtahkakoop deferred to Senator Fred
Sasakamoose who said, “I’m grateful,
but you must remember one thing –
us athletes, we’re not alone to be able
to brag about our positions, where we
were. It takes people like you to make
people like us.”
He spoke about getting up one
morning at 3:00 am during the Winter
Olympics to watch Brigette Lacquette
play for Team Canada, saying he had
wanted to be an Olympian.
He spoke about being at a meeting
the day before where the discussion
was of problems at his First Nation,
with gangs, HIV, and of youth that were
suffering. Senator Sasakamoose has
spoken about youth issues before when

He also acknowledged Cole’s
coaches, friends, and “his community, his
overall family – everyone that supports
him in everything he does.”
Chief Ermine stressed one of
Cole’s qualities, being his humility, and
that being in the limelight over the last
couple of months is not something that
he’s accustomed to. He is an honour roll
Grade 11 student at St. Mary High School
in Prince Albert.
“His studies are very important
to him. He’s got a very high academic
average. His intention today was to be in
school, and also he also had track today,”
Chief Ermine said.
“Cole, with the amount of publicity
and the people that you’re surrounded
today by, by Fred and Brigette, we hope
that you understand that this… is a very
big deal but it’s really important that we
recognize that for you, and hopefully,
in witnessing today’s activities and
experiencing today’s activities that it gives
you that extra motivation and that extra
push to show that you have that overall
support.”
“He was wrestling in the U19
category, and I think he was one of the
youngest ones there, and he won that
division at sixteen years old – that’s
certainly something that’s amazing. His
goal, ultimately, is to make the Olympics.
2020 is the next Summer Olympics…
actually 2028 is his goal. We’re hoping he
makes the 2024 Olympics.”
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Tobacco use and its link to Cardiovascular Disease

of having a heart attack.
• Even briefly breathing second-hand
smoke can damage the lining of
blood vessels and cause your blood
to become stickier. These changes can
cause a deadly heart attack.
Quitting smoking is one of the best
things you can do for yourself. Remember:

smoking-and-tobacco

https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/basic_
i n f o r m a t i o n / h e a l t h _ e ff e c t s / h e a r t _
disease/index.htm
■ Abigail Kaptingei is the Tobacco
Cessation Coordinator for Prince
Albert Grand Council Health & Social
Development.
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TRIBUTES

EVAN BEAR
1991 – 2018
Evan Philip James Bear was born on Wednesday,
June 19, 1991 in Saskatoon, SK, and passed away on
Wednesday, April 11, 2018 in Prince Albert, SK, at the
age of 26 years. Evan will be lovingly remembered and
dearly missed by, his mother, Gertie Bear (Lloyd); his
Princess, Naveyah Bear (mother Jessica Bellmore);
his sisters, Elysha, Tianna, Taleah, and Emma; his

EDMUND BELL
1926 – 2018
Edmund Richard Bell was born on Wednesday,
October 15, 1926 in La Ronge, SK and passed away
on Wednesday, May 23, 2018 in La Ronge, SK at the
age of 91 years. Edmund is survived by his loving
family: Eric Bell (Wanda), Joanne Bell-Loroff (Harvey),
Gerald Bell (Sarah Peterson), Leslie Bell and Patricia
Sillers (Patterson); his grandchildren, Michael Bell

brothers, Tyson (Ashley), Paul Jr. (Shugar), Dominic
and Robbie; his nephew, Tavares Ray; his nieces,
Nahani Bear and Tahlia Morin; his special companion,
Hayden Sunchild and Baby Bear due Aug. 2018; his
godparents, Alexander Morin and Colleen Bear; his
aunties, Wanda, Doreen (Hector) Demoley (Dennis)
Shona, Gloria, Rose (Phillip), Sheryl (Lambert),
Brenda, Arlene (Les Clarke), Marylee (Robert); his
uncles, Edward, Gordon, Conrad, Jesse (Shannon),
Frank (Kateri), Randy, Bruce, and Andy (Pamela); his
grannies, Cecilia Morin, Florence Bear and Harriet
Baker; and all of his cousins. He was predeceased
by, his father, Paul Edmund Morin “Pickles”; his greatgrandparents, Raphael and Demolay Bear, Horace
and Lydia Morin; his grandparents, Phillip and Marie
Rose Bear, Kathleen McKay, Maggie Ann Morin and
Red McRae; his uncles, Peter Vincent Bear, Archie
Kelly Bear, Robert Lee Morin, Garry Morin Sr.; his
aunties, Donna Fosseneuve, Emma Dorion, Hilda
Bear, Stella McCallum; his cousins, Nadine Daylight
and Brianna Daylight, Pascal Dorion and Zach Dorion;
his niece/nephew, Baby Ray-Morin; his second dad,
Todd Bowman. Evan’s funeral service was held at 2:00
p.m. on Monday, April 16, 2018 at Our Lady of Seven
Sorrows Church in Sandy Bay, SK. Interment followed
at the Sandy Bay Cemetery. Funeral arrangements
were entrusted to the care of River Park Funeral
Home in Prince Albert, SK, 306-764-2727, Paula
Hanson, Funeral Director.

(Brandi), Jordan Bell (Trudy), Kaylene Bagwell
(Stephen), Derek Sanderson and Travis Sanderson;
his great-grandchildren, Alex Bell, Rylee Bell, Imogen
Bagwell and Theodore Bagwell; his sister, Edith Bell;
numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and friends;
and his special friends, Norman Irving (nephew),
Chief Tammy Cook-Searson, Jim Searson & family,
Carrie Irving (niece), Bev Naytowhow, George Bird,
Abel Charles, Jack Bell (nephew), Kathy Bell (niece),
Marlene Silinski (niece) and Lena Bell (niece). He was
predeceased by his wife, Bella Bell (nee Patterson);
his son, Richard Bell; his parents, John & Mary Jane
(nee Charles) Bell; and his brothers and sisters, Moses
Bell, Jack Bell, Joe Bell, Nora Bell (nee Irving) and
Leona Bell (nee Piche). A wake service was held at
5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 29, 2018 at Kitsaki Hall in
La Ronge, SK. Edmund’s funeral service were held at
11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, May 30, 2018 at All Saints
Anglican Church in La Ronge, SK, Tom Sanderson
and Edna Mirasty officiating. Scattering of Edmund’s
cremated remains will take place at a later date. In
lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Catherine
Charles Care Home or La Ronge Long Term Care
Home. Funeral arrangements were entrusted to the
care of Lac La Ronge Funeral Home in La Ronge,
SK, 306-425-3666, Debra Klassen, Funeral Director
and River Park Funeral Home in Prince Albert, SK,
306-764-2727, Don Moriarty, Funeral Director.

BABY KYLYNN MICHEL
2016 – 2018
Baby Kylynn Clare Michel was born on Monday,
December 5, 2016, in Flin Flon, MB, and passed
away on Friday, May 11, 2018, in Pelican Narrows,
SK at the age of 17 months. Baby Kylynn is survived
by her loving family: her parents, Bianca McCallum
and Kyle Michel; her brothers, Seguin McCallum
and Mason McCallum; her sister, Kylee McCallum;
her grandparents, Bonnie & Adolph McCallum,
and Sandra & Wayne Michel; her aunties, Jamie
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PHYLLIS CHARLES
1974 – 2018
Phyllis Violet Charles was born on Tuesday,
September 17, 1974 in La Ronge, SK and passed
away on Friday, May 18, 2018 in Saskatoon, SK at
the age of 43 years. Phyllis is survived by her loving
family: her husband, Robin McLeod; her children,
Ronda Charles, Kestin McLeod and Lindon McLeod
(Amber McKenzie); her grandchildren, Cathy
McLeod, Serenity Charles, Riley Charles and Asher
McLeod-Ballantyne; her parents, Walter & Caroline
(nee McKenzie) Charles; her sister, Georgina

(Arthur) Ratt; her brother, Ernie Charles; her
grandmother, Elizabeth Charles; her nephews, Billy
Charles, Christian Ratt and Connor Ratt; her greatnephews, Corbin Charles and Caspian Flatland;
her niece & goddaughter, Lana Charles; and her
godchildren, Florence Veteri, Suzie Bell, Trevin
Charles, Mia Flatland-Ratt and Levi McKenzie.
She was predeceased by her brothers, Richard
Calvin Charles and Robert Samuel Charles; her
grandparents, Napthalie & Lydia McKenzie and
Walter Charles; her great-grandmother, Susan
McKenzie; her aunts, Angelique McKenzie, Lois
McKenzie, Katherine Cook and Betsy McKenzie;
her uncle, Malcolm McKenzie; her niece, Annabelle
Bell; her cousins, Cathy Roberts, Karen McKenzie
and Peter McKenzie; and her best friend, Suzie
Thomas. A memorial service was held at 10:00
a.m. on Thursday, May 24, 2018 at River Park
Funeral Home in Prince Albert, SK. The wake
service was held at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, May
24, 2018 at Holy Trinity Anglican Church in Stanley
Mission, SK. A funeral service for Phyllis was held
at 2:00 p.m. on Friday, May 25, 2018 at Holy Trinity
Anglican Church in Stanley Mission, SK, Reverend
Richard Custer officiating. Interment followed at
Stanley Mission Cemetery. Funeral arrangements
were entrusted to the care of Lac La Ronge
Funeral Home in La Ronge, SK, 306-425-3666,
Debra Klassen, Funeral Director, and River Park
Funeral Home in Prince Albert, SK, 306-7642727, Don Moriarty, Funeral Director.

Brent Joey Cook was born on Friday, March 15, 1991
in La Ronge, SK, and passed away on Monday, April

23, 2018 in Saskatoon, SK, at the age of 27 years.
Brent is survived by his loving family: his daughter,
Kaylee McLeod; his son, Lazarus Roberts; his
mother, Diane Cook (Don); his grandmother, Jemima
Cook; his sisters, Arlene Cook and Cierrah Cook; his
brothers, Eythan Cook-Laliberty and Ryder Cook;
his niece, Breanna Michael-Merasty; his aunts, Irene
Cook, Lorraine Cook and Jocelyn Cook; his uncles,
Joe (Caroline) Cook, Vincent Cook, Stanley Cook,
Fred Cook, Solomon (Anita) Cook, Morton Cook,
John Wayne (Lorisa) Cook. He was predeceased by
his grandfather, James Samuel Cook; his cousins,
Arlene Cook and one in infancy. A funeral service
was held for Brent at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May
29, 2018 at Holy Trinity Anglican Church in Stanley
Mission, SK, Reverend Richard Custer officiating.
Interment followed at the Stanley Mission Cemetery.
Funeral arrangements were entrusted to the
care of Lac La Ronge Funeral Home in La Ronge,
SK, (306) 425-3666, Debra Klassen, Funeral
Director, and River Park Funeral Home in Prince
Albert, SK, (306) 764-2727, Don Moriarty, Funeral
Director.

(Mitchell), Breanna, Lori Michel, Kathryn and Jessica;
her uncles, Brendan (Jessie), Brady, Brayden, Lyle
Michel, Joshua, Andrew and Aaron; her godparents,
Lorna and Mike Custer; her great-grandparents,
Susan & Adolph McCallum Sr., Liza Thomas, Ovide
Linklater; her cousins, Shawn, Josiah, Elizabeth,
Carter, Evan, Kaleb, Koen, Trace and Bryce; and
numerous cousins. She was predeceased by her
great-grandparents, Elizabeth Linklater, Clara &
Napoleon Michel, Rosie Morin, Roderick Thomas
and Joseph Thomas; her auntie, Amy Michel; her
uncle, Hilliard Sewap Jr.; her grandparents, Harriet

McCallum, Hilda Eninew, Teresa Swan, Olivia
McCallum, Myra McCallum, Sophie, Kathleen,
Doris, Frank & Bernice McCallum; and numerous
other grandparents. A funeral service for Baby
Kylynn was held at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, May
17, 2018 at St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church
in Pelican Narrows, SK, Suzette Merasty officiating.
Interment followed at Moise Bear Memorial Gardens
in Pelican Narrows, SK. Funeral arrangements
were entrusted to the care of River Park Funeral
Home in Prince Albert, SK (306) 764-2727, Carla
Jesso, Funeral Director.

BRENT COOK
1991 – 2018
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UNPRECEDENTED STUDY REVEALS MAJOR SHIFTS
AND THREATS TO GLOBAL FRESHWATER SUPPLIES

Ron Merasty 2003 Photo

There is plenty of fresh water in Saskatchewan, including at Hatchet Lake, north of Wollaston Lake. This photo was taken in
2003 at Hatchet Lake Lodge. Plenty of anglers were flying in and out of nearby lakes in the De Havilland Turbo Otter.

By Jennifer Thomas________________
SASKATOON – An article in the research
journal Nature by the incoming executive
director of the Global Institute for
Water Security (GIWS) at the University
of Saskatchewan (U of S) reveals the
dramatic impact of climate change and
human activities on the availability of
freshwater around the globe.
“With a changing climate, the
increasing severity of flooding and
drought, and unsustainable use of
groundwater to meet increased food
production demands due to population
growth, the world’s freshwater resources
are under a level of stress unseen before,”
said Jay Famiglietti, senior water scientist
at the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory
at the California Institute of Technology,
located in Pasadena, California.
Famiglietti, the paper’s senior writer,
was recently named U of S Canada 150
Research Chair in Hydrology and Remote
Sensing, and will join GIWS effective July
1.
The Nature article, published online
today, is based on an unprecedented
level of data gathered using NASA’s
Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment
(GRACE) satellites, other satellites and
traditional sources. In this first-of-itskind study, the authors relied heavily
on observations by the GRACE mission
of terrestrial water storage. The result is
a startling new global map that depicts
changing freshwater availability during
the 2002-2016 period.
“Our study points to a distinctive,
underlying pattern of the mid-latitude
areas of the world getting dryer, while
the bordering tropical and high latitude
areas are getting wetter,” said Famiglietti.
“The observed trends reinforce the
projections of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change models that
global precipitation will generally
decrease in the mid-latitudes, and
increase in low and high latitudes by the
end of the century.”
Embedded within this pattern are 34
major global hotspots where freshwater
storage has changed over the 14-year
study period, two-thirds (23) of which
have been, or probably been, caused
by global change or human water
management. A majority of the hotspots
(19) are losing water rapidly because of
excessive groundwater pumping, or the
melting of ice sheets or glaciers.
The key environmental challenge of
this century could be globally sustainable
water resources management, said
the authors, noting a recent study
that estimates five billion of the global
population of 7.6 billion people live in
areas where water security is at risk.

Famiglietti and his former doctoral
student Matt Rodell, first author of the
study, pioneered the use of the novel
GRACE satellites to identify and quantify
groundwater depletion from the globe’s
major aquifers. Rodell is now chief of
the Hydrological Sciences Laboratory at
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center in
Greenbelt, Md.
An issue for Western Canada will be
decreasing replenishment of water
supplies in aquifers and reservoirs,
as glaciers and snowpack in British
Columbia disappear, Famiglietti said.
Glaciers of the Canadian Archipelago,
west of Greenland, are also melting
rapidly. This is against a backdrop of
increasing water storage in much of
Canada’s higher northern latitudes.
Canada’s sub-Arctic lakes are vulnerable
to drying as snowcover and permafrost
decline. The recent bouts of drying may
be unprecedented in the past 200 years,
according to the paper.
A wetting trend in the northern Great
Plains of southern Canada and the U.S.
is likely the result of a prolonged period
of higher-than-average precipitation and
flooding, said the authors.
Along with Rodell, two other team
members are Famiglietti’s former PhD
students. John Reager is a research
scientist at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory,
and Min-Hui Lo is an atmospheric
sciences professor at National Taiwan
University.
During the study period, all but one
of the 34 regions lost or gained more
than 32 billion cubic metres of water.
For context, that’s more water than is
contained in Lake Mead near Las Vegas,
the largest human-made U.S. reservoir.
Eleven regions lost or gained more than
10 times that volume.
The team supplemented GRACE
information with U. S. Geological Survey
Landsat imagery, observed changes in
lake water levels, and data from sources
such as published reports of human
activities involving irrigation, mining,
reservoir operations and inter-basin
water transfers.
Across the globe, co-operation among
nations and stakeholders will be needed
to balance competing demands in
regions affected by declines in water
supplies, according to the authors. For
instance, avoiding potential conflicts
will require the inclusion of groundwater
sharing in transboundary agreements.
“The need for water-saving technologies
and improved management and governance
of water will become increasingly clear, and
will be essential to future water and food
security,” said the authors.
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Rhoda Hardlotte Memorial School, Stanley Mission, LLRIB, Div. 4 Square Dancers

Bernard Constant Community School, James Smith Cree Nation, Div. 2 Square Dancers

Bernard Constant Community School, James Smith Cree Nation, Div. 3 Square Dancers

Mamawe Awasis School, Red Earth Cree Nation, Div. 1 Square Dancers

J.W. Head Memorial School, Red Earth Cree Nation, Div. 3 Square Dancers

Little Red River School, Div. 1 Country Line Dancers

Little Red River School, Div. 3 Country Line Dancers

Oh, to be as cool as the Wahpeton Dakota Nation, Div. 1 Country Line Dancers
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Judge Gerald Morin Knows his Northern Saskatchewan Cree Roots
By Ron Merasty___________________
Invited to a Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation
youth conference at Prince Albert’s Art
Hauser Centre in early April, the Honourable
Provincial Court Judge, Gerald M. Morin,
told the youth, ‘What’s important is you’ve
got to know who you are and where you
come from.’
   Judge Gerald Morin was born and raised
in Cumberland House, SK and is a member
of Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation. He became
a PBCN member after 1985 with Bill C-31.
   He attended Charlebois School in
Cumberland House up to Grade 10, and
as there was no high school in his home
community, he completed Grades 11 and
12 in Nipawin, SK, graduating in June 1971.
   Judge Morin attained Social Work
accreditation from the University of
Regina in 1978 and 1979. Prior to that he
worked as a probation officer in Northern
Saskatchewan, and later as a professor
at the University of Manitoba, where he
taught Community Development.
   He attended the University of
Saskatchewan and attained his Law Degree
in 1987. He practiced law in Prince Albert,
Saskatchewan with (Anil) Pandila Law
Office, and appeared in all levels of court
including the Supreme Court of Canada.
Judge Morin received a Queen’s Counsel
designation in 1999.
   Judge Morin was appointed to the
Provincial Court of Saskatchewan on
January 24, 2001. He has since developed
and has been delivering the Cree Court.
Now 64, Judge Morin is planning to retire
from the bench and expects to do so by
December 2018.
    Judge Morin says they wanted to hear his
life story at the youth conference and so he
obliged them.
   He told them the story of his grandfather,
Daniel Morin, who, in the 1930s, had
sent his children, including his father, the
late John Morin, to residential school at
Sturgeon Landing. Daniel Morin was a Peter
Ballantyne Band (Cree Nation) trapper at
Reindeer Lake. His wife was the former
Nancy Custer, who had been born along the
Sturgeon Weir River above Maligne Lake
and Leaf Rapids.
   Daniel Morin believed in the importance
of education, and he made a pact with his
children that if they went to residential
school he would follow them and live
nearby. He was true to his word, building a
home in the area, visiting with his children
often, and even attending church services
with them.
John Morin left residential school in 1941
at around age 16 and went back for a brief
time to Reindeer Lake, trapping with his
paternal uncle, former PBCN chief, Arthur
Morin (term of office 1971-1973). He
went to the Tate and Sandy islands area
around the mid-part of the lake, wanting
to reconnect with his past, to see the old

places of his childhood. He was just starting
to make his way in the world. Daniel’s other
Morin family members included Johnny,
Philip (Sr.), and Joe, and their sister Marie,
who later married Eli Highway from Pelican
Narrows.
   Similarly, Judge Morin has reconnected
with his roots and has, with the approval
and assent of other Morin family members,
such as Hector Morin and Joan McKenzie,
built a cabin at Sandy Island in recent times.
That is, after all, his ancestral homeland.
   Years later, in 1978, Judge Morin and
his brother, Frank, five years older than
him, and dad went on a family canoe trip,
beginning at Southend. It started with two
days of visiting at Southend, then down
the Reindeer River, and then briefly up the
Churchill River to Frog Portage on Trade
Lake.
    They must have overnighted there and
by late morning they arrived at the north
end of Wood Lake, west of Pelican Narrows,
stopping at the camp of Simon and Emile
Linklater.
   They were regaled with old stories that
included much laughter, plenty of food
and endless cups of tea. It was a great time
and they were not able to depart until
late afternoon because of the insistent
hospitality, and it was onward to Medicine
Rapids and Pelican Narrows. His grandma
had by now relocated back to her home
community following the death of her
husband, Daniel.
    When they left Pelican Narrows and
exited Mirond Lake to continue along the
Sturgeon Weir River, his father John pointed
out all the significant places and the stories
associated with them. They went down
towards Corneille Rapids, at the outflow
of Mirond Lake, past Dog Rapids, down
through Birch Portage.
   “Dad pointed out all the sites: Where my
grandmother (Nancy Morin, nee Custer)
was born, and where her dad (Custer) was
born, from there, and we came down the
river down through Spruce Rapids, all the
way down, and where the [PBCN] reserve
is at the mouth of the Amisk Lake – that’s
where my dad was born, on Sturgeon Weir.
I remember as a kid spending time there.”
   In 1944 John Morin had married Marie
Alma Carriere from Cumberland House. The
John Morin family lived at Sturgeon Landing
reserve until about 1946.
   “In 1946, my brother got sick and back
then you still had to get permission to leave
the reserve, and so they went to see the
Indian Agent. The Indian agent looked at my
brother, then, and said, ‘There is nothing
wrong with your son,’ and my brother died.”
His parents had wanted to take his brother
to a hospital in The Pas.
    It was soon thereafter that John Morin
enfranchised, giving up his Indian and treaty
status. He received $100 from the Indian
Agent and the family moved to Cumberland

Submitted Photo

Judge Gerald M. Morin in 2008

House.
   In 1969, when it came time for the
Morin siblings to attend school away from
Cumberland House, at different intervals,
dad John Morin made the same kind of
promise to them. He said, ‘Go to school,
and I’ll make sure you get home whenever
you can.’
    And so in September 1969 young Gerry
Morin left Cumberland House for Nipawin
to attend Grade 11 and then Grade 12
the following year. He was turning 16 that
summer of 1969.
   He says that one of the lessons he had
learned from his dad was to deal with
things straight on.
   “He always had a word – he says, ‘Mwa
na-wî-mâ-tân,’ which translates to ‘I won’t
go around you. I’ll go straight through you,’
meaning that he wouldn’t beat around the
bush but would meet a problem head-on.”
   The brothers were in a boarding home
program and staying with a religious
family but the boarding home parents’ son
was stealing money from them. So they
telephoned their father, fearing that they
would be blamed for the ongoing thefts.
   Judge Morin clearly recalls the meeting
his father arranged with the family nearly
50 years later:
   “My dad came there that night. In a
rectangular table, I can remember my
dad sat here, I was here, my brother was

here, that young kid was right across, the
mother was over there, and the father was
on the other here. My dad said, ‘Your son is
stealing money from you, and my two boys
are worried they’re going to get blamed for
it.’
   So, a few things happened. Again, he goes
through what he does – ‘I’ll deal with it, it
has to be dealt with.’
   He had also taught us the value of being
honest, and not to steal, and we didn’t see
it as tattletale. We saw it as a means of
resolving something we might get in trouble
with. That was the lesson I learned from
that. He supported us. He never questioned
whether we took it, never did, and so by
that night we were staying in a hotel for a
couple of days. He never had much money
but he paid for it, and then he found us
another place to stay, and we finished our
schooling.”
   After graduation he, along with another
youth, went commercial fishing for his
uncle, Jim Carriere, and he learned all the
associated tasks, such as running motors,
checking nets, cleaning fish, packing ice.
   Over the winter of 1971-72 he worked
for a contractor constructing a lagoon at
Cumberland House. He had to keep overnight
fires going at the excavation site so that a
backhoe could move the dirt the following
day. Walking by a graveyard one night he
thought to himself, ‘there’s got to be a better
place than this [!]’
Cont’d on page 14
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Laws degree. He articled in Prince Albert
with a couple of law firms, the last being
with Anil Pandila, with whom he would
later partner in 1991 to form the PandilaMorin law office.
   In coming out of law school he had no
money and little experience. He began
practising law in December 1988 and
started in his profession in earnest.

Ron Merasty Photo

The Sturgeon Weir River empties into Sturgeon Lake and the Saskatchewan River system at Sturgeon Landing.

   
He had applied for, and had been
accepted at the University of Saskatchewan
but he had no funding to proceed so that
was put off for another day. He wanted to
get educated.
   It wasn’t necessarily what he wanted at
the time but there were openings at a social
work program of studies at SIAST, as it was
then known, and he completed it in June
1972.
   By the end of July he had gotten a job as
a probation officer with the Department
of Northern Saskatchewan (DNS) and was
stationed out of Green Lake, where his
parents had moved to. He had his own
accommodations. A year later he was
married and had moved to Buffalo Narrows,
opening a probation office at La Loche. He
took night classes in social work, and when
later transferred to La Ronge took more
classes at the University of Regina School of
Social Work, eventually obtaining first, his
Certificate
of Social Work,
then a Bachelor
NORTHERN
INTER-TRIBAL

   At DNS his career had taken several steps
forward, working at “Central Planning,” and
so was working for the Deputy Minister and
ADM. He still wanted to go to university
and was thinking of law school, but he had
custody of his son, Daniel, two years old, so
“he had to make choices.”
   He told the youth at the conference that
life will continually present you with choices
to make, and he realized he couldn’t attend
law school and so in 1981 he accepted
a teaching position at the University of
Manitoba, staying there until 1984. In May
1984 he attended a seven-week summer
law school preparatory program called,
and still called, Program of Legal Studies for
Native People.
   With plenty of help from his family
for Daniel’s care he completed three
years of legal studies at the University of
Saskatchewan, finishing with a Bachelor of

HEALTH AUTHORITY INC.

   I told them, I said, ‘You’ve got to be able to
learn how to say “no.”’ ‘The most important
word you can learn, I said, ‘No, I can’t go
out, I’ve got to study; no, I can’t go out, I’ve
got to look after my son; no, I can’t go out,
I’ve got to prepare for this.’”
   After becoming a partner with Anil Pandila,
treaty land entitlement was coming onstream for a number of Saskatchewan First
Nations, including Peter Ballantyne Cree
Nation. Ron Michel was PBCN chief at the
time and he gave work to Mr. Morin. That
work was initially non-TLE-related but that
would come in time, and it was the Cree
language that he grew up with that would
serve him well:
   “By the time we were going through ’92’93, we were trying to put it together, and
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Check frequently for ticks on the

   “Explaining that stuff in Cree was so – I
remember how much I loved it – how much
I enjoyed it to be able to explain that to
people. And I got to work with different –
Beardy’s, Canoe Narrows you know? I was
exceptionally busy.”
   In January 1991, around the time of the first
Gulf War, a white supremacist living in Prince
Albert by the name of Carney Nerland, shot
and killed a Cree trapper from Big River First
Nation, Leo Lachance. An inquiry later arose
out this murder and Mr. Morin represented
the family.
Cont’d on page 17
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   In community meetings held in 1992 and
into 1993, the group he was doing a lot of
explaining to was opposed to treaty land
entitlement, and he says he respected
their position and that they were bringing
up issues, such as Indian water rights, that
normally would not have been discussed.

Peter Ballantyne Child
& Family Services Inc.
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   ‘Kîyâm ôma kâ-iy-ta-stîhk, omisi kîyâpic
ka-ah-yi-si-ki-na-wâ-pâh-tîn.’ (“Never mind
that it says this in the text, you can still
look at it this way.”) I remember explaining
those, and then talking about the difference
between aboriginal rights, treaty land
entitlement, and treaty land, and there
were significant differences as to how
they could still look at the occupied area
that they had. The northeast side was still
aboriginal land.”

The Board of Directors of
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so, my biggest asset back then, and even
today, was my language. The knowledge
of the law – to be able to explain things
in Cree, was second to none in terms of it,
because I really learned words. You would
make up words: ‘Notwithstanding,’ – keyam
(which translates as “never mind”).
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of Social Work degree in 1978-79.

   “One of the things I told the young people,
I said, ‘It’s never where you start, it’s where
you end up.’ I also told them, I said, ‘The
commitment I had with my son was very
important to me,’ because he’s just 2 years
old [at the time]. What does he know? I’m
his dad, I’m his mother because I had full
custody of the kid. Sure, he knew his mother
and it was never a problem. It was never a
fight about that sort of thing, but I got a lot
of help from [family].”

cont’d from page 13

At tthe Peter Ballantyne Child
& Family Services Oﬃce,
Main Boardroom,
PRINCE ALBERT
The meeting starts @ 9:00 a.m.
T
Lunch
will be provided @ noon
L
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Fond du Lac Airport to get Future Upgrades
By Ron Merasty___________________
The provincial government has initiated
plans for future improvements for Fond
du Lac airport, and in future will make it
possible to handle larger aircraft.
On the evening of December 13, 2017,
a West Wind Aviation ATR-42 twinturboprop passenger plane crashed
shortly after take-off from the Fond du
Lac airport. Conditions at the time were
not favourable. Community members
immediately rushed to the crash site to
rescue, comfort and provide assistance to
the crash victims.
After a period of time in hospital,
19-year-old Arson Fern Jr. died as a result
of injuries he sustained in the crash, and
numerous other passengers were injured
or traumatized.
“This crash was 100% avoidable and my
community members and visitors coming
to Fond du Lac are still at risk,” Fond du Lac
Chief Louie Mercredi said. “It’s not a case
of ‘If’ there is another crash, but ‘when.’
A new airport is needed immediately. We
are a fly-in, fly-out community and the
airport is the main artery of access to the
rest of the country.”
Fond du Lac’s airport tarmac is in need
of immediate repairs and the runway
is too short and narrow. The airport
is also lacking de-icing and emergency
equipment and the resources to operate
for commercial use. The community has
no highway link to the rest of the Province.
“The Province and Transport Canada

knew these problems existed long
before this crash occurred” Federation of
Sovereign Indigenous Nations Chief Bobby
Cameron said. “They chose to still approve
the operating licenses for the community
but only after the loss of one of our
youths. They have a responsibility to these
communities and they continue to put lives
at risk.”
Since the crash Chief Mercredi has lobbied
for airport infrastructure improvements
and his efforts may be starting to bear fruit
but he is not considering that effort is over
just yet.
“The planes are getting bigger, more
people travelling, there’s up to 28,000
people that come through my community
on an annual basis,” Mercredi said. “The
(request for proposals) is out for the design
and the engineering part, but I’m going
to keep lobbying until I see equipment,
people working on the runway.”
Government officials have publicly
posted RFPs for design and engineer
consulting for the Fond du Lac airport and
have committed to repairs. Procurement
documents provide that the government
of Saskatchewan wants to add 1200 feet
more runway, which is presently 3,800
feet long. The province will be applying to
the federal government’s Airports Capital
Assistance Program.
At an FSIN legislative assembly held at
Dakota Dunes Casino on May 23, 2018, the
organization honoured the Fond du Lac
community members who had immediately
rushed to the crash site to help the victims,
Ron Merasty Photo

Fond du Lac Chief, Louie Mercredi, and Councillor Willie John Laurent.

many of whom were their own community
members. The New Dawn singers of La
Ronge provided a victory and honour song
and the individuals being honoured were
draped with Starblankets. Also attending at
the ceremony were Chief Louie Mercredi

and Councillor Willie John Laurent. Laurent
and his wife, Helen, survived the plane
crash. People attending the legislative
assembly formed a queue to shake hands
with the honorees to acknowledge their
brave and selfless actions.

When retired, the former
Judge Gerald M. Morin,
who looks very fit, expects
to enjoy spending plenty
of his leisure time at golf
courses in the southern
United States.

Submitted Photo

Ron Merasty Photo

Carey Mercredi, Janey Fern & Arson Mercredi.
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Athabasca Economic Strategy Planning Session 3
held at Waskesiu is about the Future of Athabasca Basin
By Ron Merasty _____________________
Around 14 years ago in November 8-10,
2004 more than 50 people which included
Athabasca Basin leaders, government
representatives, and other agencies
active in the Basin met at Waskesiu for
what would become their first three-day

strategic planning session. Ambitiously, it
was for the creation a strategy whereby the
Athabasca Basin was to start taking control
of its destiny.
Again in 2009, a diverse group of
stakeholders, indigenous and nonindigenous met to discuss the need for
a collaborative employment & training
strategy for the Athabasca region of
northern Saskatchewan.
The 45 or so people attending in
2009 represented various perspectives
and interests, including: community
leaders, parents, schools (K-12), postsecondary
institutions,
employers
and industry. Over the two days, each
presented their perspectives. Out of their
discussions, they agreed to proceed with
the development of a comprehensive
northern strategy and a mandate to work
cooperatively towards common goals:
improving education outcomes, better
labour market connections, improved
information sharing, and more training and
employment opportunities for northerners.

Ron Merasty Photo

Geoff Gay

Then on May 16 and 17, 2018 the

Athabasca Economic Strategy
Planning Session 3 was held,
a continuation of those two
earlier efforts. It was held at
the Hawood Inn in Waskesiu
with about 70-80 participants.
“This is to talk about
stimulating opportunity in
the Athabasca Basin,” said
Julie Wriston, a strategist
from Creative Fire LP, a fullservice
communications
company based out of
Saskatoon. She acted as a
facilitator for the strategy
session, and was a co-emcee
on Day One along with PAGC
Vice-Chief Joseph Tsannie.
“The last time a group
met to do this type of work
was 2009 so we’re nearly 10
years from that. The idea is to
get industry, educators, all
three levels of government,
Ron Merasty Photo
entrepreneurs, community
Julie
Wriston
was
a
facilitator
for
the
strategic
planning
session
members, and community
leaders in one room to
talk about what kind of
opportunities there are in the Basin that we report as you saw in the second and the
can actually move forward, and create a set first, but the main thing is that there is
of goals and action items that can sustain progress being made.”
over the next 3 years,” Wriston said.
The turnout of participants was higher
With the third economic strategy
planning session underway, Athabasca
Basin Development President and CEO,
Geoff Gay was feeling optimistic about
good things coming out of discussions.
Gay, originally from Nova Scotia moved to
Wollaston Lake at the turn of the century to
work for the Denesuline people, so he’s had
plenty of experience.
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Ronelda Robillard
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Frederick Martin

“Each time I think we acknowledge
that there’s been a lot of progress that’s
been made and there’s still lots of work
to do,” Gay says. “So you will see similar
recommendations probably in this third

than in the two previous efforts. “We
probably doubled the interest for this
particular year, and we have the high-level
people here, some V-Ps of Operations,
high-level government officials, highlevel trainers and educators, community
leadership, so we’re really, really pleased
with that,” Wriston added. She described
them more colloquially as “movers and
Cont’d on page 18
shakers.”
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Colleen Durocher

Ron Merasty Photo

Glen Strong

PRINCE ALBERT GRAND COUNCIL TRIBUNE, MAY 2018

Judge Gerald Morin Knows his Northern Saskatchewan Cree Roots
   He remembers that as a young First Nation
lawyer he was under the microscope:
“I knew that … the commitment had to
be with myself first, that I believed in
what I was doing, so it became easier to
transpose that, saying that integrity was all
I had to sell, and that was important, and
throughout my career it’s always been that.
What else do you have but who you are?
   And so when I was telling young people, I
said, ‘Know who you are – know what it is
that makes you go out every day to take on
the challenges.’
   I said, ‘Those are the things,’ and I said,
‘You need to learn those things – you need
to have commitment,’ I said. ‘Anybody can
be a father. It takes something special to be
a daddy. You have a responsibility as young
people – if any of you are going to have
kids, you have that commitment.’
   That’s the kind of stuff that I talked about
all the time with young people, because
I think it’s important. They have that
responsibility, because I see a lot of our
young, single mothers, and I really, truly
believe that our young women are doing a
hell of a lot better than our young men. We
are losing a lot of young men.”
    The other speakers at the youth
conference included former MP and
former Cameco Vice-President of Social
Responsibility, Gary Merasty. Judge Morin
was surprised and impressed to find out
that it was Gary Merasty, speaking in the
House of Commons that had requested then
Prime Minister Stephen Harper to make a
public apology to Indigenous Canadians
for Canada’s role in the Indian Residential
School legacy. The Prime Minister at thee
time made the apology in June 2008, ten
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years ago.
   He listened with
emotion to Bridget
Lacquette’s
story
of her dream of
making the Canadian
Women’s
Olympic
hockey team, and
of her joy of being
selected. He held her
silver medal and says
he was so impressed.
   He
was
also
impressed with the
personal story of
Neechi Gear founder,
Kendal
Netmaker:
“The fact that his
mother was a single
mother, and she did
all that… and he got
this friend that was
not an indigenous
person, but … what it
did was that showed
Submitted Photo
the young people not
The family of Gerald M. Morin, taken in 1951 at Sturgeon Landing: Back row: John Morin (dad), Marie Alma Morin (mom, holding daughter Marilyn Morin),
everybody out there
Nancy Morin (nee, Custer - grandma), Theresa Morin (paternal aunt), Henry Morin (paternal uncle), Daniel Morin (grandpa). Front row: Solomon Frank
is against you. You
Morin (paternal uncle), Franklin Morin (brother), Cathy Morin (sister, standing in front of grandma, Nancy Morin). Gerald Morin was not yet born.
make your friends;
you
make
your
friendships in whichever way they are, concerned uranium development, which at apprenticeship programming – we
and those people will also support you in became the subject of public hearings. looked at [mining employees commuting
many different ways. Yes, we deal with Uranium development was ultimately to work sites] so that there would not be a
racism, but there are many people there approved but not everyone was pro- boom-bust cycle of the building of towns.
I said, ‘Those were the choices we made
development.
that are not into that.”
back then. I’m not sorry we made those
   Judge Morin spoke about the time he     Judge Morin told the youth that: “In
choices.’”
worked at DNS Central Planning toward life you will always have choices to make.
the late 1970s, and of how he was able We saw a lot of people dying from the    Judge Morin says that those were the
to make his superiors understand the violence of poverty – killing each other and issues that he wanted to raise with the
Indigenous point of view arising out whatnot. I said, ‘That’s the nature of the youth, “as to what their choices are, and
of protests. The protests at that time choice I’m talking about,’ and we looked that they’re the ones responsible for it.”

Orano Canada’s 2018 - 2019

Northern Saskatchewan Scholarships
Orano Canada awards scholarships to northern Saskatchewan
post-secondary students.
Selection is based on academic merit and field of study.

Apply by June 30, 2018
Application Form & Information:
Visit www.oranocanada.com
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Athabasca Economic Strategy Planning Session 3 held at Waskesiu is about the Future of Athabasca Basin

Continued on page 16

After introductions they began the day
with youth talking about their dreams for
the Basin, what they experienced during
their time in obtaining a higher education,
their business and entrepreneurial
dreams, the barriers they experienced, and
some of the things they had to overcome
personally, as well as their dreams looking
forward, for the Basin communities – what
they want to see for their children.

Ron Merasty Photo

Warren Isbister-Bear

“If you want to go and talk about getting
program dollars from government, going
forward, you better have a plan,” Wriston
advises. “If you have that plan, good, and
if that plan aligns with where the dollars
are going, it will actually inform the

government where the dollars should go,
excellent.”
“Yeah, there is lots of energy and
enthusiasm to see this through – lots
of passionate people,” Gay says. “There’s
people that live and breathe employment
and economic development, so I think
there will be good progress.”

Wriston was very impressed with
the participants: “These are the people
that understand what’s happening in
the economy, what their programs and
services, or what their stake in the economy
can offer to the Basin, and the idea is to get
them thinking of identifying opportunities
– kind of an ‘outside the box’ exercise. We
are not hingeing all of our dreams on the
mining sector any longer.”
This session comes at a time when the
agriculture, uranium and potash sectors
in the Saskatchewan economy have been
in the doldrums for a number of years.
“How do we withstand when the economy
shifts,” Wriston asked.
“I think we’ve learned lessons from
the past and why I’m encouraged this
time around is there is a really focused
committee that’s seeing this through and
they’ll continue to meet afterwards,” Gay
said. “I’m hoping that recommendations
start as soon as possible but, obviously,
some of these things could take months or
years to implement, but there is progress
being made.”

Ron Merasty Photo

Karen Tsannie

government is making funding decisions
around comprehensive community
planning.
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Anne Robillard
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John Scarfe

It is a good thing that the Basin is
engaged in strategic planning, because
First Nations people are still heavily
reliant on government funding and that
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Celebrate

NationalIndigenous
PeoplesDay
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June 21

SIGA is proud to be a First Nation
owned and operated organization and
to recognize and celebrate the diverse cultures
and contributions of Indigenous peoples

Saskatchewan Indian Gaming Authority
250-103C Packham Ave
Saskatoon, SK, Canada S7N 4K4
306.477.7777

Northern Pride

SIGA.SK.CA
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Carolanne Inglis-McQuay
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Earl Lidguerre
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Peter A. Beatty wins Re-election as PBCN Chief
By Ron Merasty___________________
On April 11, 2018, Peter A. Beatty was
declared re-elected and is serving his third
term as Chief of Peter Ballantyne Cree
Nation. His first term was from 2013-2015.
In the 2015 election under a new PBCN
election act he served his first 3-year term,
and this present mandate is also for 3 years,
and will run until April 2021.
A total of five candidates contested
the position of chief. Beatty, who is from
Deschambault Lake, won with a total of 1799
votes in seven community polling stations.
Karen Bird of Southend finished 647 votes
back with a count of 1152. Shavonne
Custer of Pelican Narrows finished third
with 723; Jason Linklater, who is originally
from Pelican Narrows, was fourth with 523
votes, and; Tom McDermott, originally from
Denare Beach, had 193. There were 7039
registered voters with a 62% turnout.
A total of 4438 individual voters cast
their ballots for chief, with 38 spoiled. Chief
Beatty won the communities of Pelican
Narrows, Deschambault Lake, Denare
Beach, and the Prince Albert Urban seat.
Karen Bird won in her home community as
well as in Sandy Bay.
In community band council races, seven
incumbents were re-elected and seven new
councillors were voted in. In Deschambault
Lake two new councillors are in, being
Walter Ballantyne, and Peter R. Beatty.
In the largest PBCN community of
Pelican Narrows, which has five council
seats, Myrtle Ballantyne, Justin “Bones”
Halcrow, and Weldon McCallum were reelected. Wesley Custer, who has previously

been in council, got back in, and the rookie,
Elizabeth Michel, nonetheless, garnered
the most votes with 564. A total of 23
candidates had contested a council position
in Pelican Narrows.
Marvin Morin got re-elected as
councillor at Denare Beach, Charles Sinclair
is in at Sturgeon Landing, and Warren
McCallum won a close race with Clarisse
Lecoq, 311-285, to take the Urban seat.
At Sandy Bay Harvey Natewayes was reelected and Timothy Underwood edged out
incumbent Nora Bear.
At Southend Kevin Morin had a relative
cakewalk collecting 359 votes. Darrin Morin,
a veteran previously elected, secured the
other council seat with 197 tallies.
There were 12 Elders elected in
several communities: Celina Bone, Denare
Beach; Arthur Beatty and Steven Custer,
Deschambault Lake; J.B. Dorion and
Mildred Ratt, Pelican Narrows; Margaret
Michel and Joe McKay, Urban; Daniel
Bear Sr. and Evelyn McDonald, Sandy Bay;
Florence Clarke and George Phillip Clarke,
Southend; and Florence McKay who won
by acclamation in Sturgeon Landing.
On the afternoon of April 11, Chief
Beatty took the oath of office at the main
administrative office in Prince Albert office
at Cottage 1 on Chief Joseph Custer Reserve,
administered by PBCN Elder, George Morin,
with a couple of dozen or so witnesses in
attendance.
An appeal has been filed by urban
councillor candidate, Clarisse Lecoq, in her
contest with incumbent Warren McCallum,
and that matter is still pending.

Ron Merasty Photo

Chief Peter A. Beatty was sworn into office by Elder George Morin on April 11, 2018 at Cottage 1,
PBCN’s central administration office in the Prince Albert urban reserve.

Congratulations
To the community of Southend Reindeer for having recently held
the grand opening of their new community hall. The community
hall measures 120 feet x 60 feet, has a kitchen area, washrooms
for both men and women, and a stage.
Since
its opening several kinds of events have been held in the hall,
S
such
h as
a the King Trapper competitions and a talent show during the
annual Southend Winter Carnival, as well as bingos and community meetings.

Congratulations to the leadership and everyone associated with
the project for
working toward
getting this much
needed facility.
It will serve the
community well
long into the
future.

Chief Peter A. Beatty on behalf of the Council,
Membership and Staﬀ of Peter Ballantyne Cree Nation
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