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   PAGC 

   EDUCATION 

INSIDE THIS  

ISSUE 

The importance of Student 

Assessment & Evaluation  
 
 To find out what the students know (knowledge) 

 To find out what students can do, and how well they can do 

it (skill; performance) 

 To find out how students go about the task of doing their 

work (process) 

 To find out how students feel about their work (motivation, 

effort) 

 

 

Information taken from:importanceofassessment/evaluation. 
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Director’s  

   Comments 

Edward Mirasty 

Director of Education 

As spring arrives, we will be able 

to enjoy the outdoors and watch with 

anticipation the new growth of flow-

ers, grass, leaves and even little ani-

mals emerging from a long, cold 

winter. Similarly, education systems 

across the country are going through 

a new growth as INAC’s Education 

Transformation initiative proposes to 

change education systems. Many of 

our communities are looking forward 

to increased investments from the 

federal government and are now 

planning to improve resources, begin 

new programs such as carpentry, 

welding and electrical. 

 In the meantime, PAGC Educa-

tion is looking forward to facilitating 

change as we too transform how we 

accommodate the new programs. 

While education leaders develop 

their education authorities and fund-

ing models, our office will adjust and 

modify our second-level services to 

facilitate each First Nations’ educa-

tional plan. Our team of twenty-

seven consultants will look forward 

to providing an array of services and 

professional development support to 

meet the needs of our students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under One Sun: A 
Guided Reading 
Program 

 
Under One Sun Guided Reading 

Program will be delivered to all 

PAGC schools grades for all kinder-

garten to grade 2 classrooms by the 

end of the 2017/2018 school year.  

A New Literacy Series for Kinder-

garten – Grade students and teachers 

to the following areas: 

 To Connect with Indigenous Per-

spectives. 

 Introduces the learning of Treaty 

Education. 

 Recognizes the important role of 

teachers in reconciliation. 

 Learn about and from Indigenous 

communities in Canada. 

This new series features contempo-

rary content written and illustrated by 

Indigenous authors and artists across 

Canada. Using a balanced literacy 

approach Under One Sun provides 

rich opportunities from modelled, 

shared, and guided and independent 

reading. 

Under One Sun offers components 
in a mixed print and digital format 
that were designed collectively and 
are intended to be used together to 
support balanced literacy learning.   

 
Features available in the program: 
 Read Aloud  

 Shared Reading 

 Guided and Independent Reading 

Lori Gay 

Resource Specialist 

lgay@pagc.net 

Information taken from: http://school.nelson.com/
under-one-sun/ 

Image retrieved from google:danielsonmodel 

http://school.nelson.com/under-one-sun/
http://school.nelson.com/under-one-sun/
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3, 2, 1… Action!  

Bringing Technolo-
gy into the  
Classroom! 

 

Padcaster in the Classroom 

For the past couple months, I have 

been going to schools to introduce 

filmmaking to students and teachers 

using the Padcaster. K-9 classrooms 

have been thoroughly enjoying the 

experience. During the classroom 

visits, I would show students the 

Padcaster and its various parts, in-

cluding the green screen. 

 

Activities (anywhere from one-

liners to edited news broadcasts) for 

the Padcaster varied and usually de-

pended on the grade. For example, 

Kindergarten students pretended to 

be super excited about Disneyland, 

while older students were given op-

portunities to write a news script 

and/or performed improv where they 

came up with lines on the spot. 

 

What is a Padcaster? 
The Padcaster is a mobile film stu-

dio made up of a rugged iPad case, 

tripod, lighting, teleprompter, and 

microphones. You can use the Pad-

caster to record, edit, and stream vid-

eo for school-based activities. These 

activities include, but not limited to 

are: 

 Morning announcements 

 Student projects (plays, storytell-

ing, book talks/reviews, news-

cast, etc.) 

 School Wide meetings 

 Concerts 

 Sporting Events 

 School Events 

Professional-grade film apps 

(Filmakr, MoviePro, FiLMic Pro) 

are recommended for the Padcaster, 

but are not necessary. Students can 

use the iPad camera app, or even bet-

ter, a free film-making app like 

TouchCast Studio. 

 

Don’t have a Padcaster but still 

want to produce videos? 

No worries. Your students can still 

produce great films just by holding 

an iPad and by using a free filming 

app like TouchCast Studio. With 

TouchCast Studio, you can record, 

use a green screen, edit, save to cam-

era roll, share to social media, or 

stream it live. 

 

Need a Green Screen? 
Use green craft/bulletin board pa-

per to create your green screen back-

drop. 

 
For more information about the 

Padcaster, or to book your school for 
Padcaster activities, contact me at 
gmckenzie@pagc.net. 

 
 

What’s New in  
Educational Technology 
By Grace McKenzie 

mailto:gmckenzie@pagc.net
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Early Literacy 

April 2018      

On February 27 & 28th over 50 

PAGC teachers and catalysts joined 

together for Connecting the Dots: 

Balanced Literacy Programming. 

Participants were immersed in the 6 

components of balanced literacy – 

read aloud, shared reading, guided 

reading, independent reading, word 

study, and writing. Demonstrations 

and lesson ideas for each component 

were provided and participants 

learned how each component fit to 

create a balanced literacy program. 

 

In the photo above, PAGC consult-

ant Shirley Kraus models an interac-

tive read aloud for the group. The 

interactive read aloud lays a founda-

tion for your program and is a fun 

and engaging way to begin your day 

while building literacy skills and 

background knowledge.  

Participants also explored the im-

portance of preparing students for 

learning.  Classroom environment, 

structure and routines, and social 

emotional learning all play an equal 

part in helping students to find suc-

cess in the classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more opportunities like this or 

for in-school support, please contact 

myself at jhulak@pagc.net or call 306-

953-7234. 

 

Jenny Hulak  

Early Literacy Specialist 

Grade 2/3 Early Literacy Focus Group 

Retrieved from google. Connecting the dots: balanced Literacy Programming 

Retrieved from google: primary students in cartoons 

mailto:jhulak@pagc.net
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Day 1: Interventions to 

Address Complex Needs  

Cases & Resources  

Sharing & Networking 

Guidance Counsellors and other 

school staff from the Prince Albert 

Grand Council Schools gathered in 

the Education Boardroom on March 

20, 21 and 22, 2018. Following in-

troductions and group sessions to 

address common complex cases such 

as truancy, innovative approaches to 

collaborate with local organizations, 

were a line-up of speakers who had 

programs and resources to share with 

the Guidance Counsellors. In the af-

ternoon guests from the Saskatche-

wan Indigenous Cultural Centre, 

Saskatchewan Alliance for Youth 

and Community Well-Being, Minis-

try of Government Relations, the 

FASD Network of Saskatchewan, 

and Saskatchewan Heritage, as well 

as the Child Advocate of Saskatche-

wan shared a wealth of knowledge 

and resources.   

 

Day 2: Vicarious   

Trauma, CTRI 

The Crisis and Trauma Resource 

Institute delivered a valuable work-

shop on Vicarious Trauma. Too of-

ten in the helping field, caregivers 

are prone to burn out and compas-

sionate fatigue, and in some cases, it 

can lead to post-traumatic stress dis-

order. Upon completion of the work-

shop, participants were able to iden-

tify symptoms of vicarious trauma, 

but also vicarious resilience. The fa-

cilitator, Cheryl Sampson, shared 

strategies to promote wellness to re-

duce the potential for burn out. Cer-

tificates were awarded to everyone 

who completed the one day work-

shop, which were all 28 participants. 

Day 3: Equine Assisted   

Therapy 

To further support the Guidance 

Counsellors through creative inter-

ventions to address student trauma, 

Amanda Snell and her team guided 

participants though a series of equine 

therapy workshops. Equine therapy 

is a form of experiential therapy that 

involves interactions between partic-

ipants and horses.  

 

Special  

  Education 
Guidance Counsellors  

Focus Group  

Images retrieved from google:specialeducation. 

By: Holly Toulejour 
Mental Health Therapist  
htoulejour@pagc.net 
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By Jessie Sylvestre  

 
Ganį Kǫ′ę hots’į t’ą hotié dene 

yatié henedánerenį ′ eją cottage 11 

eła eghádalaghída nuheyatié ba-

zį′, degháré nezų, nuheyatié 

bek’ísídli hha hóʔą, sinįé ediri ą ′

łnedhi eła ełts’érádi, Delbert 

nuhha eretł’ís tsątsą′né benį′h 

hųlį k’e, hotárelyų′ ełts’éráídi, 

eyer ʔú eła náráítser  

 

These are the Dene Language 

experts of Fond Du Lac. We be-

gan work at cottage 11on March 5

-9. Working together brings to-

gether much knowledge from our 

respected Dene Language, it 

brings me happiness knowing we 

can work collaboratively to revi-

talize a sacred language by bring-

ing back many of our ancient 

words. We have Delbert who rec-

ords all words, and puts them on 

computer. It is a huge team effort 

on everyone’s part. Our second 

get together will be April 23-27. 

We are all looking forward to 

meeting together again! 

 

If you have any questions about 

our scope & sequence, you can 

contact me jsylvestre@pagc.net 

  

Fond Du Lac 

Scope & Sequence 

Experts 2018 

Dorothy Olson, Elizabeth Marten, Joseph Marten, Florence St. Pierre, Jessie Sylvestre, 

Laurent Noey, Rosanna Noey, Delbert Pacquette 

We held our March Language 

Workshops and the timing was not 

great as some teachers had attended 

several other Conferences held dur-

ing our Workshops. We are grateful 

for the teachers that attended. They 

received information and books on 

Assessing Students Ways of Know-

ing, Blueberry Shoe & 10 activities 

to use on books, and; Denesuline that 

had games and activities. Also, each 

teacher received a package of the 10 

Grandmother/Grandfather book Se-

ries.   

My presentation was on Assess-

ment and how to assess Aboriginal 

Language plus, come up with Ru-

brics to assess the students.  Jessie’s 

presentation complemented my 

morning session and was on Plan-

ning, Assessment & Evaluation.  We 

had a great 3 days of activities and 

working in groups.  Looking forward 

to fall workshops already. 

 

 

 

 

PAGC Language & Culture Workshop  

Marguerite Allard 

Jessie Sylvestre 

By: Marguerite Allard 
Cree Language Specialist 

mallard@pagc.net 
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During the month of February, 

Sturgeon Lake had their Annual 

Treaty Festival. The school celebrat-

ed treaty week by hosting several 

treaty themed activities for the whole 

week. The Prince Albert Grand 

Council Education department pro-

vided a presentation of the Treaties 

as it related specifically to the First 

Nation of Sturgeon Lake.  Both the 

Elementary and Secondary students 

were provided with the presentation 

with questions and discussions to end 

the presentations and was well re-

ceived by the students.  

Wapanacak Elementary School in 

Pelican Narrows had its own mini-

winter cultural festival and part of the 

festivities included Cree Songs with 

Darrell McCallum from PAGC sing-

ing children’s Cree songs in the 

classrooms. The students enjoyed 

singing along in Cree.  

 

By: Darrel McCallum 
Treaty Education Specialist 
dmccallum@pagc.net 

Treaty  

Education  
Children’s songs in Cree 

with 

Darrell McCallum 

Teacher Services 
 

 

 

Tanisi,  

Our travels to First Nations com-

munities provide opportunities to en-

gage with Elders, parents, school 

staff and students. Each visit to 

schools have a warm bowl of moose 

meat stew and bannock.  We are hon-

oured to participate in community 

events such as culture camps and cul-

tural days where the language and 

culture teachers/staff invite relatives 

and guests to enjoy traditional foods 

and practices, etc.  

Recently, we attended the Sturgeon 

Lake Feast and Round Dance that 

was organized by the high school stu-

dents and staff. Red Earth had their 

Goose Festival where activi-

ties included jigging, log sawing, trap 

setting, and of course the feast of tra-

ditional food...yes the goose! We par-

ticipate in the celebration of culture 

and feel the respect and passion First 

Nations people have for our land and 

life ways. In saying this, the message 

to educators is to continue to extend 

traditional teachings in the classroom 

through interdisciplinary approaches 

to excite, engage and empower learn-

ers.  

By: Mary Sasakamoose  & 
Shirley Waskewitch 
Teacher Services Specialists 

Images retrieved from google 
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During a school visit to Rhoda 

Hardlotte, Stanley Mission, SK., I 

was able to observe the learning op-

portunities being provided to students 

participating in the Land Based Edu-

cation program.  The camp site, with 

a multi-function camp building, 

smoke huts and other essential build-

ings, is situated a short drive from the 

school.  Upon arriving, the students 

were greeted by the community in-

structors and the work began. The 

first learning opportunity of the day 

was to learn how to prepare different 

species of fish either as filets or for 

smoking. Each student was required 

to prepare at least two fish and the 

instructors were patient in guiding 

the students in the task. The com-

radery and enthusiasm shown by 

both the students and instructors was 

infectious. A good time was being 

had by all and valuable skills were 

being learned.  

During the morning, the students 

were also instructed on the finer 

points of preparing a lynx hide for 

sale; Turning and stretching the hide 

was modeled and practiced.  

Essential social skills were also 

practiced during the day. Coopera-

tion in assisting the instructors with 

bringing in supplies, keeping the fa-

cilities clean, and assisting with 

meals were expectations. Instructors 

also provided guidance related to 

spiritual and cultural practices. Dur-

ing down time, students were encour-

aged to participate in outside activi-

ties such as chopping wood, prepar-

ing to check the trap line, practicing 

to set traps or artistic activities like 

playing the guitar, playing spoons or 

singing. Students were receptive to 

all expectations and enjoyed the 

morning. During the afternoon, the 

students were to go out to check the 

trap line.   

The learnings provided through the 

Land Based Education program were 

abundant. It was a pleasure having 

the opportunity to participate in the 

morning with the teachers and stu-

dents.  

 

By: Lorrie Kozun 

RMO 

lkozun@pagc.net 

Rhoda Hardlotte School’s Land 

Based Education Program  
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Hello everyone. My name is Stepan 

Tulchynsky. I have recently been hired 

as the new Math Consultant at the ed-

ucation department of PAGC, taking 

the role that was previously held by 

Darren Solomon.  

I love MATH, and it is my goal to 

‘infect’ my students and colleagues 

with the same feelings toward math 

and science. Believe it or not, it is a 

very selfish goal; I want to be living 

among people who understand math. 

Doctors, electricians, civil engineers 

will not be able to keep us healthy and 

all our needs met without strong math 

skills. It becomes very difficult to ob-

tain any profession without 

knowledge of the basic mathematical 

laws and the ability to use them in the 

modern world. Look around and the 

role of mathematics in a person's life 

becomes obvious.  Smartphones, cars, 

and other equipment accompany us 

every day; all were created with the 

use of scientific laws and mathemati-

cal calculations. 

There is one aspect I love most 

about MATH: we do not need special 

genes or ability to master it. In sports 

your height, musculature, or sight may 

affect your outcomes, but not in math. 

Math is a set of simple sequential 

skills which are easy to learn and eve-

ryone can do it. The key word in the 

previous statement is ‘sequential’. 

Without knowing how to add, we 

can’t learn how to multiply, or build 

linear graphs without understanding 

variables. Therefore, one of the aims 

will be to provide our teaching team 

with the best-quality, well-organized 

resources, and a set of wide-ranging 

methods. Teaching should be enjoya-

ble for teachers and students. 

I´m enthusiastic about joining our 

vast education team and look forward 

to meeting everyone in person. Also, I 

am confident that we will help our 

students to prosper and to become 

productive and happy members of so-

ciety. Improving students’ math com-

prehension is one of the main ‘keys’ 

to their future success. 

By: Stepan Tulchynsky 

stepant@pagc.net 

 

 

Numeracy  

     Specialist  

Images retrieved from google: mathquotes.com 
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Literacy 
Spring has Sprung! 

 

Hard to believe it’s been a year 

working for the Prince Albert Grand 

Council! In my many travels to the 

communities I have met many great 

educational associates, teachers, 

coaches, administrators and directors. 

The hospitality and friendly atmos-

pheres make it a great place to work. 

The travel near and far sure is ex-

hausting but when you get to the 

school, the help is greatly appreciat-

ed. My first year here had me learn-

ing a lot about the organization in 

relation to Literacy. Building that 

trust relationship and collaboration 

with schools allowed school adminis-

trators, coaches and teachers to have 

a focus to target.  

My job this year was just adding 

onto programs that currently exist or 

programs that are requested. Work-

shops with Fountas and Pinnell (4-8), 

Diagnostic Reading Assessments 

(DRA 4-8), Daily 5, and CAFÉ 

Menu are a few areas of focus in the 

grade four to twelve areas. There are 

a lot of great discussions around liter-

acy as we currently build capacity in 

our schools. I am so looking forward 

to working with each community in 

my second year with the Prince Al-

bert Grand Council.   

“The K-12 aim of the Saskatche-

wan English Language Arts curric-

ula is to help students understand 

and appreciate language, and to use 

it confidently and competently in a 

variety of situations for learning, 

communication, work, life and per-

sonal satisfaction.” (Saskatchewan 

Ministry of Education, 2010a, p. 5)   

 

 

Early Years 

Teacher Mentor 

It has been a very busy, rewarding 

year so far. I have met many wonder-

ful people along my travels. I have 

had the opportunity to visit most of 

our schools within PAGC. My job has 

been to work with teachers in provid-

ing help and support with their plan-

ning from lessons, units and year 

plans. I have also been involved in 

supporting my colleagues with their 

Focus Group meetings.  

The impact of GOOD PLANNING 

1. Keeps the teacher and students on 

track. 

2. Helps to achieve the lesson objec-

tives. 

3. Helps teachers to avoid 

“unpleasant” surprises. 

4. Provides the roadmap and visuals          

in a logical sequence. 

5. Provides direction to a substitute. 

6. Encourages reflection & improve-

ment. 

7. Enhances student performance. 

Retrieved from google: pedagogy. 

Flora Cook 
Early Years Teacher Mentor  

FNSSP Specialist/ 

fcook@pagc.net 

Images retrieved from google: teacher planning/pedagogy 

Images taken from google: cafemenu&fountas&pinnell. 

By: Vince Brittain 
Literacy Specialist 
vbrittain@pagc.net 

mailto:fdyck@pagc.net
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Performance  

   Measurement  

Did You Know? 

 
Outcomes SIS 

A student information system 

that tracks students from early 

childhood education to post-

secondary studies  

Outcomes SIS performs beyond a 

typical student information system to 

meet the unique needs of Indigenous 

communities, rural and remote 

schools, independent schools, and 

educators that are looking for a so-

lution customizable to their needs. 

You’ll find all the usual Student In-

formation System (SIS) functions, 

but it’s the customization abilities 

that really set this software apart. 

Features available : 

Student Database 

 Demographic information at 

your fingertips! Schedules, 

guardian details, medical histo-

ry—it’s all accessible at a 

glance. 

Government Reporting 

 Create reports to provincial and 

federal government agencies ef-

ficiently and accurately for easy 

export and submission. 

Attendance 

 Take attendance, receive alerts 

or access many useful reports to 

monitor student attendance. 

Health and Fitness Reporting 

 Create and administer assess-

ments to understand each stu-

dent’s fitness level and track 

progress. 

Parent/Student Access 

 Parents and students can view a 

range of information any time—

from attendance records and 

marks to homework and gradua-

tion status. 

Special Education 

 Handy tools enable schools to 

create special education plans, 

behaviour plans, adaptations, 

support schedules, and more. 

Literacy/Numeracy Assessments 

 Outcomes houses data from sev-

eral useful standardized assess-

ments including culturally rele-

vant education—or create your 

own assessment using the assess-

ment builder. 

Report Cards 

 Easy--to--use report cards con-

tain time-saving features like 

comment banks, automatic pro-

noun adjustment, and global 

comments. 

Teacher Planner 

 From daily and long range plan-

ning to curriculum outcome 

tracking, teachers will love the 

electronic teacher planner. 

Graduation Eligibility 

 Administrators can set up gradu-

ation criteria, keep track of stu-

dent credits, and monitor their 

eligibility to graduate. 

 

Behaviour Management 

 Issues can be recorded by any 

teacher and monitored by school 

administration. 

Mark Book 

Save time using the mark book! En-

ter and organize all student marks, 

pushing them directly to reports. 

File Manager 

 The virtual filing cabinet is an 

easy way to store and share files 

with teachers in your school. 

Flexible Scheduling 

 Build the school year in blocks 

or semesters around seasonal 

activities. 

Staff Attendance 

 Track teacher and substitute at-

tendance, and manage associat-

ed costs. 

Chemical Inventory 

 Track any chemicals used in 

your school so that you know 

when to place the next order. 

Mobile Friendly 

 Easily perform daily functions 

and view records on your phone 

or tablet. 

 
Taken from google: outcomes sis 

 

Maureen McKenzie 
Performance Measurement Specialist 
mmckenzie@pagc.net   
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 Photo taken by Nancy Lafleur 

Thank you from all 

the staff at PAGC 

Education 


