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What is the importance of the 
use of Technology in the  

classroom? 
IT IS IMPORTANT: 

 To cope with a world full of technology.

 To speed up learning.

 To enhance students’ learning.

 Remember that TECHNOLOGY should not in-

clude all teaching and learning activities nor it

should not replace real teaching and learning envi-

ronment.

 We should see Technology as a TOOL to help us in

whatever approach and technique we have chosen

to use.

Retrieved from: https://www.google.ca/searchimportance of technology in the classroom.ca 
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Edward Mirasty 
Director of Education 

Knowledge 

is Power 
A letter sent to MP Bennett 

(Indigenous Affairs) from Prince Al-

bert Grand Chief  Brian Hardlotte. 

As Canada engages it’s 151st year 

as a country, I want to re-confirm 

that the road to reconciliation did not 

mean to replicate past colonial poli-

cies and procedures, but to move to-

wards a relationship that is charac-

terized with respectful and honoura-

ble consultation processes. To date 

there has been a lot of push from the 

INAC department to implement Edu-

cation Transformation initiatives 

with little and/or no consultation be-

tween our First Nations members and 

the federal government. 

 Since it’s inception, there has 

been no real ‘nation to nation’ con-

sultation, no time lines identified and 

no clear definition of what this trans-

formation education is about. Most 

recently, there has been a letter sent 

from the interim Director General of 

Education, Adrian Walraven, pre-

scribing the terms of a new education 

funding agreement that had little or 

no input from the Saskatchewan re-

gion. My concern is in the wording of 

this email that proposes to reduce 

jurisdiction of Treaty Right to Educa-

tion under an independent incorpo-

rated entity and consequently, plac-

ing an uncertain future for existing 

second-level service programs. 

 Unlike other Regional Education 

Organizations, such as the British 

Columbia’s First Nations Education 

Steering Committee (FNESC), PAGC 

has existing Treaties with the Crown. 

Treaty Six was the original signers to 

this treaty that included Treaty Right 

to education and that was finally re-

affirmed in Canada’s Constitution of 

1982-under Section 35. The require-

ment under Adriane’s letter proposes 

to keep First Nations under existing 

Saskatchewan Regional Funding 

Model 

 At a time when education is being 

fundamentally transformed with talks 

around “Education Authorities” and 

“incorporated entities,” the lack of 

consultation processes for Education 

Transformation will further isolate 

FN education institutions from politi-

cal advocacy. Someone has to even-

tually ask, “is this the respectful and 

honourable consultation process our 

leaders asked for in 2016?”  

 It is time for the INAC bureaucra-

cy to also transform and come clean 

with their intent to erode the treaty 

right to education and to quit evad-

ing specific questions on funding our 

schools. As stated earlier, Adrian 

Walraven’s email shared at the FSIN 

Director’s table on January 

16th where he announced a new fund-

ing model to coincide with the Mem-

orandum to Cabinet’s 665 million 

injection to FN schools. Within the 

document, there is an array of refer-

ences made on the BC education 

model that is troublesome because 

unlike Saskatchewan, the BC model 

is based on a tri-lateral relationship 

between First Nations, federal and 

provincial governments. In Saskatch-

ewan, we have specific treaty rights 

to education and those cannot be 

compromised or jeopardized by be-

coming provincial incorporated enti-

ties. 

 Furthermore, the document fur-

ther asks for increased accountabili-

ties on the part of First Nations who 

enter into a new Regional Education 

Organization. Adriane Walraven has 

arbitrarily mandated new regional 

governance institutions on behalf of 

FN, and stated that they will be the 

only entity who can negotiate educa-

tion funding agreements. If these re-

gional offices are needing increased 

funding, then it will be they who will 

have to gather data to support in-

creased funding levels for their 

schools placing the onus on already 

underfunded schools to defend why 

they need to bridge the disparity 

gap. Eventually someone has to ask if 

that wasn’t promised in the last fed-

eral elections?  

 In the meantime, independent 

First Nations who don’t enter a re-

gional funding agreement will be 

stuck with the SK Ministry’s drafted 

Funding Model released on Decem-

ber 15th which had no input from 

First Nations. Rather, the model was 

drafted from a third party on behalf 

of the province called Indigenous 

Services of Canada (ISC).  

This interim funding model will be 

Director’s 

   Comments 
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prescribed to independent First Na-

tions who don’t join a First Nations 

Regional Education Organization. 

Lastly, the ISC’s model only reflects 

a current provincial funding formula 

claiming “equitable and sustainable” 

funding, but ignores the serious un-

der-funding imposed on First Nations 

for the past 22 years. Indigenous 

children have suffered long enough 

with the insufficient education fund-

ing levels imposed on them from a 

Liberal government who created the 

funding cap in 1996.  

 I feel that if we are to truly have 

nation to nation consultation with 

respectful and honourable consulta-

tion processes, then INAC needs to 

come to the source where treaty right 

to education is the framework for 

transforming education. Federal bu-

reaucrats need to quit prescribing the 

terms of education governance mod-

els that reflect BC models and start 

dealing with First Nations from Sas-

katchewan who have established edu-

cation second-level services. 

 As I read through the Memoran-

dum to Cabinet in Ottawa last month, 

I was disappointed to see that the ab-

solving of second-level service fund-

ing (i.e.-FNSSP, New Paths and Spe-

cial Education) would be rolled up 

and placed into core. In the mean-

time, there is little and/or no consid-

eration for the existing second-level 

services our First Nations teachers 

and students depend on for essential 

school programming. Although Adri-

ane WalRaven (INAC) references a 

portion of 15% of Core would be del-

egated for existing First Nation tribal 

councils to apply for second level 

services, it’s created a lot of uncer-

tainty for our organization and 

neighboring tribal councils who have 

to have a ‘wait and see’ while their 

“in-house” experts move onto other 

jobs. This political game of “divide 

and conquer” has to stop.   

 I still remember your comment 

when you were the Indigenous Affairs 

critic on behalf of the Liberals during 

the Conservatives era when you stat-

ed, “First Nations children should 

not have to wait an extra day to get 

education funding.” And here we are 

today with our children’s treaty right 

to education and fundamental human 

rights being compromised from a 

Liberal government who are using a 

Conservative bureaucracy. 

 True consultation processes need 

to occur with sufficient funding that 

will provide a forum and resources 

for the Saskatchewan region to devel-

op our own definition of governance 

structures. Furthermore, rather than 

imposing the ISC’s SK Funding Mod-

el on First Nations education, INAC 

needs to fund a proper funding model 

that reflect “needs-based” approach-

es to align current rates and popula-

tions. This investment in an Educa-

tion Transformation Saskatchewan 

Forum will be the platform for First 

Nation Education leaders, teachers 

and economists to determine our 

‘needs-based’ funding for Saskatche-

wan. 

Grand Chief 

THE DENE LANGUAGE 
sekui hadónełteni degháré eg-

hádálaghena sį sekui beyatié dǫ′

ton hha, erihtł′ís t’á ediri t’ant’i 

dáthełtsį k’ísį′ sekui ghą 

ededáréłyeli sį, edlánt’ú dézą 

dánįdhenʔíle, asíe hólį walí dé, 

yek’enádé, dą′ttháthʔíle, ą′

łnedhi dene chu sekui hadó-

nełteni hotié ełts’érádi hotié 

walíʔoka. 

Dene language and culture 

teachers have been working dil-

igently in maintaining the dene 

language, and working towards 

dene language revitalization, 

materials are developed to help 

and guide young learners, the 

dene language and culture 

teachers work cooperatively 

with the elders and knowledge 

keepers, it is a beautiful sight 

watching and listening to the 

elders and knowledge keepers 

pass on their dene ways of 

knowing and being, and seeing 

the teachings being passed on.   
Jessie Sylvestre 

Dene Language Specialist 
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Although I think a lot about the 

graduation rates of our students, I 

cannot help but to think about some 

of the barriers that slow our students 

down. I am thinking about one stu-

dent in particular, and I would like to 

share her story. I will call her Rose. 

Rose came from a family that 

struggled with many issues, includ-

ing alcoholism, domestic violence 

and poverty. There were many other 

underlying impacts that also con-

cluded Rose’s formula of living, and 

so learning in school was not a prior-

ity. Because Rose had to live through 

many nights of no sleep, learning 

seemed impossible. This was just the 

beginning of Rose’s story. One 

night, after everyone had gone to 

bed, Rose woke up with a man lying 

in her bed.  Screaming, she jumped 

out of bed, and ran into her parent’s 

bedroom. They were not there, and 

Rose presumed they had left in the 

middle of the night, and the man in 

her bed may have been a babysitter. 

Rose left the house, and slept in the 

shed. The next day, she went to 

school. They were giving tests that 

day, and Rose was tired. She had al-

ready been struggling with her read-

ing levels, and she was so behind in 

school in everything. She tried her 

best anyway, and handed her work in 

to her teacher.  

A few weeks later, the results of 

her tests came back, and as usual, the 

teacher made it known what a failure 

she had been. Not in what she said to 

her, but somehow knowing that the 

other students excelled beyond Rose, 

she knew the differences. Rose felt 

bad that she could not have done bet-

ter, decided that she would never 

mount to anything anyway, and quit 

school.  

The End. 

But should this be the end? 

Rose is not a real character, I 

made her up, but she does exist. She 

comes from our communities; she 

belongs to one of our many families 

that are struggling. Some of you may 

even know Rose.  

What went wrong in Rose’s edu-

cational experience? What can be 

done better to create those spaces of 

compassion? Of safety? Of Care? 

How can we build our communities 

from within, and not with the expec-

tation that somewhere there is an ex-

pert that can come and save us? 

Where is our strength? Where is our 

resilience? How can we recapture 

what should be natural to us as In-

digenous people and reclaim our 

ways of knowing and willing?  

This is my food for thought. 

Ekosi 

Nancy Lafleur 

STUDENT RETENTION

FAMILY 

LITERACY 

NIGHTS 

Red Earth hosted a Family Literacy 

Night on November 28th, 2017.  PAGC 

Education and Jer Bear Books brought 

free book giveaways, door prizes, crafts 

and snacks. A great time was had by 

all.  For information on how your 

school can host a similar evening, 

email: lgay@pagc.net. 

Little Red had a Family Literacy 

Night on January 9th, 2018.  Along with 

the books, prizes and food PAGC Edu-

cation and JerBear Books brought, the 

staff had a number of fun games and 

activities organized for the participants. 

Lori Gay 

lgay@pagc.net 
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Preliteracy Skills 

 more than Letter and Numbers 

Do you teach Grade 2 or 3? 

Check with your principal to register for PAGC’s  

Math/Literacy Focus Group – February 26, 27,  & 28th    

    DEADLINE TO REGISTER: FEB.12th 

   When we think of preliteracy 

skills, we often think of the aca-
demic skills a child will need in 
order to be successful upon en-
tering school – concepts of 
print, the alphabet, numbers 
and shapes all come to mind. 
Although these are important 
factors for readiness and class-
room success, self-regulation 
has been proven key to academ-
ic success. 

What is Self-Regulation? 

Self-regulation refers to the abil-

ity to monitor and control our 

own behavior and emotions.  
Being able to listen to a story or 
follow directions are skills chil-
dren need, but these do not al-
ways come naturally or easily. 

Learning to Self-Regulate 

School Occupational Therapists 

can provide a wide range of strate-

gies for helping  children to self-
regulate. children need, but  

Calming techniques and self-
awareness exercises can be 
taught and practiced both at 
home and in the classroom. 
These strategies will not only 
improve academic success, but 
can help students reduce the 
stress and anxiety they may be 
feeling in the learning environ-
ment. 

Make it Fun! 

Learning to self-regulate can  

be a lot of fun.  It should not be 
managed through discipline 
or punishment.  Often the  
child wants to comply, but 
does not yet have the skills  
to do so. 
The Inspired Treehouse 
Website provides 
a list of games and activities for 
self-regulation shown in the 
sample to the right. 
(www.inspiredtreehouse.com) 

For more information on this topic, 

check out the online article Calm, 

Alert, and Happy by Dr. S. 
Shanker.  

www.edu.gov.on.ca/childcare/Shanker 

Remember, a calm classroom is 

 a happy classroom! 

PAGC  
EARLY LITERACY 
By: Jenny Hulak 
Early Literacy Specialist 
jhulak@pagc.net 
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Hello and 

Happy 

New 

Year!!!! 

Looking forward to 2018 with en-

thusiasm, goal orientated thought and 

practice to ensure we provide path-

ways toward professional growth and 

development for PAGC Teachers. 

We are always searching for ways to 

support student success by helping 

teachers become the best they can be.  

In that spirit, we share skills, pass on 

knowledge and strategies that will 

build that bridge to success. Reaching 

every student requires a multi-

approach to curriculum, teaching and 

learning.  

This year we have opportunities to 

set goals in the pedagogy of curricu-

lum, teaching and learning.  Teach-

ers, this call is for you. We praise the 

work you do for our children! Set 

your goals and move toward becom-

ing knowledgeable; moreover, to 

grow and develop the competencies 

needed to reach every student.  

Curriculum, Teach-

ing & Learning 
 A culture of high expectations

supports the belief that all stu-

dents can learn, progress and

achieve.

 A clear emphasis on high levels

of achievement in literacy and

numeracy is evident throughout

the school.

 Teaching and learning in the 21st

century is collaborative, innova-

tive and creative within a global

context.

 Treaty Education and focused

First Nations content and perspec-

tives instills identity; connected-

ness, infusion is key.

 Learning is deepened through au-

thentic, relevant and meaningful

student inquiry.

 Instruction and assessment are

differentiated in response to stu-

dent strengths, needs and prior

learning.

 Resources for students are rele-

vant, current, accessible, inclusive

and monitored for bias.

 Timely and tiered interventions,

supported by a team approach,

respond to individual student

learning needs and well-being.

In Education, 

Mary Sasakamoose, &  

Shirley Waskewitch,  

PAGC Teacher Service Specialists 

Language & 

Culture 

Otto Fietz and I have been visiting el-

ders in PAGC communities, along with 

hosting a workshop for the elders to 

come in to work together, for the Scope 

and Sequence Charts, Word Lists, pho-

tos, and audio recordings: 

December 5th & 6th, 2017 - Otto and I 

visited with some of the elders in Red 

Earth and we brought a few books with 

us called: Our Bird, Plant, Insect and 

Animal.  It was very interesting to find 

the Hummingbird Moth in the Insect 

book as some of the elders seen them 

a few times. They are rare but, they do 

exist in our Swampy Cree environment. 

 December 18th & 19th - In Descham-

bault Lake, we finalized our Scope and

Sequence Word List

 January 9th & 10th, 2018 - We went

back to Red Earth to work Scope and

Sequence Word List.

 January 11th & 12th - We travelled to

Little Red River School to work on

their Scope and Sequence Work Lists

 January 12th, 13th, &14th - Culture

workshop. We had elders attending

from Red Earth and Deschambault

Lake. The Deschambault Lake elders

completed the audio recordings on

their Word List. The draft for the

Scope and Sequence was also complet-

ed.

 January 30th & 31st - Our next visit to

Red Earth

 February 1st & 2nd - Our next visit to

Little Red

We are hoping to the finish up our 

Scope and Sequence Charts and will be 

applying for Ap Project funding for these 

three communities for the next fiscal 

year budget. Finally, we have mapping 

for the elders to finish with Montreal 

Lake Cree Nation as they have all the 

Scope and Sequence Charts word lists, 

the pictures, and the Audio completed. 

We are always excited to visit the com-

munities and elders. We learn a lot from 

them about the language and the commu-

nity history. 

Marguerite Allard, 

Language & Culture Specialist 
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Educational 

Technology 
Grace McKenzie 

Educational Technology Specialist 

Robotics in the 
Classroom 

It has been a great year so far with 

robotics. From the Spring of 2017 to 

January 2018, most K-9 classrooms 

within the Prince Albert Grand 

Council have had a chance to ex-

plore robotics in their classroom. 

During the classroom visits, students 

were introduced to the Bee-Bot (K-

2), the Ozobot (2-9), and Sphero (4-

9). Students were then given oppor-

tunities to explore, play, and be crea-

tive with the robots without formal 

instruction. While students were 

playing with the robots, they were 

also learning how to “give instruc-

tions”, which is much like computer 

programming. 

K-3 students enjoyed pressing the

direction buttons and were so de-

lighted when the Bee-Bot drove 

around using their set of instructions. 

Grades 2-9 students were intrigued 

by the teeny tiny Ozobot and its ca-

pabilities to read code through colour 

sensors. The older the students got, 

the more complicated their colour 

coding skills were. Grades 4-9 stu-

dents were wowed by the strength, 

lights, and rolling of the Sphero dur-

ing demonstrations and could not 

wait to use it themselves. I am look-

ing forward to seeing other schools 

for the remainder of this school year! 

“Play is the highest form of re-
search.” 

~ Albert Einstein 
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First Nation 

Success Pro-

gram 

Changing the Trajectory from 

Western to Indigenous Psychology  

& Bullying & Healthy Relationships 

Red Cross Certification 

The Guidance Counsellors meet 

twice a year in Prince Albert to re-

ceive training that will enhance their 

skills and knowledge to assist stu-

dents with current challenges.  They 

gathered on November 15th, 16th, 

and 17th, 2017, to receive training led 

by the Red Cross. Special guests El-

der Danny Musqua and Dr Richard 

Katz delivered a talk on the im-

portance of combining Western and 

Indigenous Psychology.  

Beyond the Hurt and Healthy 

Youth Relationships provided practi-

cal tools that can be transferred to the 

classrooms. Participants are able to 

define and understand the impacts of 

bullying and harassment and take 

steps to manage risk and prevent vio-

lence by building a safer environment. 

Healthy Youth Relationships is an 

educational program that will help 

teens gain the knowledge and skills to 

develop healthy relationships and pre-

vent dating violence.  

The next gathering will be on 

March 20th, 21st, and 22nd, 2018, 

which will focus on therapeutic inter-

ventions, vicarious trauma, as well as 

sharing successes.  

Mental Health 

Therapist, PAGC 

Education 

Holly Toulejour 

My name is Holly Toulejour and I 

am originally from La Loche. I have a 

10 year old son, Kiedis, and a 3 year 

old daughter, Maddie. My background 

is in Social Work but my passion is in 

language and culture. Growing up in 

the north allowed me to speak the 

Dene language from an early age. I 

was surrounded by the Dene culture, 

but I was not always an active partici-

pant. I started this position as a Men-

tal Health Therapist on November 6th, 

2017. My role is to support School 

Guidance Counsellors, assist with 

training needs and supporting schools 

in times of crisis, and this requires 

journeying through the north. I have 

visited over half the schools so far and 

my goal is to visit every school by the 

end of February.  

Modern psychology emerged as its 

own discipline in the 17th century but 

Indigenous approaches to healing to 

healing are ancient practises. I firmly 

believe that it is language and culture 

that will make lasting changes in our 

communities. There is the desire to 

incorporate traditional ways to healing 

but too often our communities have a 

difficult time mobilizing due to the 

frequency of crisis. Through partner-

ships with communities and families, 

and integrating therapeutic interven-

tions in our schools, we can collec-

tively address the impacts of coloniza-

tion in our schools, which include but 

are not limited to: bullying, suicide 

and lateral violence.  

Have a Heart Day is a youth-led 

event held every year to support First 

Nations children in attaining basic 

human rights such as: safety, educa-

tion, health, and cultural identity. In 

honour of Have a Heart Day, which is 

on Wednesday, February 14th, 2018, I 

have included a photo of myself with 

my daughter’s teddy bear. To find out 

how your school or organization can 

contribute to this event please visit the 

following link: 

https://fncaringsociety.com/have-a-

heart 
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Con’t… 

RMO DEPART-

MENT 
Lorrie Kozun 

lkozun@pagc.net 

I am Lorrie Kozun and am the 

newest member of the RMO team.  I 

moved from FNSSP Academic and 

Resource Specialist to Special Educa-

tion Specialist in November, 2017 

and am very excited about working 

within RMO.   

After completing my Bachelor of 

Education Degree from the Universi-

ty of Saskatchewan in 1983, I taught 

for two years with Last Mountain 

School Division at Quinton School, 

Quinton, Saskatchewan. Following 

my marriage in 1985, I relocated to 

Prince Albert, secured employment 

with Prince Albert Catholic School 

Division and began teaching at Holy 

Cross School as a Special Education 

teacher.  From there, I taught at St. 

Francis School, Msgr. Boucher 

School, and St. Michael Community 

School primarily in grades 7-9.  

My career then took a different 

path and I moved into administration 

as vice-principal at St. Francis 

School, St. Mary High School and 

then principal of St. John Community 

School.  I formally retired in 2014, 

but decided to keep working (or as 

my children tell me, I failed at retire-

ment). I was able to continue in edu-

cation as a Special Education teacher 

and a Behaviour and Intervention 

worker for Prince Albert Catholic 

School Division.   

I have enjoyed my time thus far 

with PAGC and look forward to con-

tributing in providing the best educa-

tional experiences for our children.  

PAGC SPORTS, 

CULTURE & 

RECREATION 

Diehl’s’Haunted Halls took place at 

Angus Mirasty School this year and 

we fundraised $9,000 dollars for 

PAGC Sports, Culture and Recrea-

tion Department. We had over 1,300 

people attend this event over the 5 

days it happened. We had our annual 

Christmas Presents giveaway. We 

visited all the PAGC schools and 

gave all the kids brand new back 

packs from Grade K-6. We then had 

our annual Christmas Hockey School 

(December 14th-15th, 2017) at the 

Stuart arena in Prince Albert. We had 

over 75 kids attend this hockey 

school.  

All the bands were represented at 

this Hockey School and the kids had 

a blast. TEAM PAGC AND TEAM 

WOODLAND TRYOUTS have start-

ed in December and January. The 

First Nation Winter Games will be 

held in Saskatoon on April 1st-6th, 

2018 Eastern Sector will be the 

HOST. TEAM WOODLAND had 

their annual girls Hockey School on 

December 2nd-3rd, 2018 in La 

Ronge. They had over 70 girls attend 

at this event.  The 2nd Annual PAGC 

Youth Hockey Cup is coming to 

Prince Albert over the February 

Break and will have over 50 teams 

attending this year again.   

Thank you from Sports, Cul-

ture & Recreation: 

Korey Diehl, Alphie Dorion, & 

Tammy Mckenzie  
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Early Years 

Teacher  

Mentor 

Happy New Year to everyone!! So 

far it has been a very busy 2017-2018 

school year. I have been to most of 

our PAGC schools. I am hoping I 

will be able to visit all the schools by 

end of this school year.  I help teach-

ers in the schools with their planning 

and other supports they may need. 

Please phone or email me and ask for 

assistance in any of the following ar-

eas listed below: 

 Day Planning

 Lesson planning

 Unit Planning

 Year Planning

 Assessment Strategies

 Reporting

 Up to date pedagogy/ teaching

developments

 Adaptive Dimension strate-

gies

 First Nations Perspectives

Planning makes a difference 

Flora Cook 

Early Years Teacher Specialist/ Mentor (FNSSP) 

Prince Albert Grand Council 

Box 2770, 3601 5th Avenue East 

Prince Albert, SK S6V 7M2 

(306)953-7342

fcook@pagc.net

Literacy
Tansi! 

February will mark my one year 

anniversary with P.A.G.C. In my 

travels, I have experienced friendly 

and welcoming schools.  The net-

working with administrative staff 

throughout the four sectors in our 

organization are amazing. CAFÉ 

Menu, Daily 5, Reading and Writing 

Strategies, four scale rubrics, Fountas 

and Pinnell, Diagnostic Reading As-

sessment, Differentiation, levelled  

reading groups are some of the Liter-

acy tools I help implement in the or-

ganization. 

Building capacity in Literacy is a 

focus we as a community need to 

embrace. These students  

in our schools are our future leaders. 

Giving them the best quality educa-

tion is key. Our schools are filled 

with dedicated educators and admin-

istrators. I enjoy planning full day 

workshops in our schools to enhance 

and educate our teachers in the new-

est initiatives in the province. I will 

continue to travel and build capacity 

in Literacy in our schools. The 

Prince Albert Grand Council has 

some spectacular views. In closing, I 

will always be “A Lifelong Learner” 

- to always do my best to serve our

people.

Vince Brittain 

Literacy Specialist 4-12 
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Information retrieved from: https://www.google.ca/search wintersafetyforkids.ca 
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