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Looking back, it always amazes me how much 
can be accomplished in a year. The team of staff 
that make up the Prince Albert Grand Council have 
supported our vision for our communities and made 
many achievements this year.

The 4th Annual Athabasca Sector Gathering was 
hosted successfully in Black Lake this year. This 
program is a communication and networking 
event that engages community members in critical 
conversations that affect their lives, including 
discussion on activities that affect the land, treaty 
rights, mining, industry development, wildlife 
management, education and training opportunities.

The Mackenzie River Basin Board Traditional 
Knowledge Steering Committee moved to the 
implementation stage of the Tracking Change 
project. The Tracking Change research project is 
led by researchers at the University of Alberta, 
working in partnership with the Government of the 
Northwest Territories, the Mackenzie River Basin 
Board, Indigenous governments (including PAGC) 
and organizations from across the Basin and other 
national and international academic partners. The 
project will document new traditional and local 
knowledge in the Mackenzie River Basin, share 
knowledge, experiences and challenges within and 
across Basin communities, provide advice on how 
the data should be communicated, and explore the 
role of local and traditional knowledge in informing 
watershed governance at multiple scales. As a result 
of the disruption in caribou migration in 2015, the 
historic Caribou Harvest Protocol was signed this 
year. In the spirit of collaboration, PAGC facilitated a 
meeting of northern communities in Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba to develop the protocol, as well as, 
an Elder’s directive of 10 Traditional Protocols for 
Hunting Caribou. It is the hope of PAGC that this 
successful process serves as a model for dealing 
with any overlap issues that may arise from 
harvesting between First Nation communities. 

As a liaison with the Saskatchewan Research Council 
(SRC), we have worked towards ensuring that 
capacity is being built in the Athabasca Basin through 
Project CLEANS – the remediation of abandoned 

mines in the area. A number of milestones occurred 
this year that promoted community involvement 
and benefit, including: community meetings, tours 
and workshops; Student Environmental Monitoring 
Program in partnership with PAGC and the Gabriel 
Dumont Institute; and development of a hazardous 
materials and waste management plan for Gunnar.
The Gunnar Tailings Remediation Project is expected 
to take another three to four years to complete.

A strong focus over the past few years has been on 
bringing fibre optic internet connections to schools 
and health clinics – of which all are now equipped. 
Over the last year, SaskTel in conjunction with 
AANDC, has rolled out fibre internet connections 
to all band offices in the province to enhance their 
community development and economic initiatives.

This year has also seen the expansion of the 
Nutrition North Canada program to be more 
inclusive of our member communities. This funding 
consists of two components – a direct subsidy to 
foods shipped by air and opportunities for nutrition 
education programs. The NNC program is a start 
at bringing awareness to some of the food security 
issues our communities face.

As long as we continue to strive for that common 
goal, there is nothing that we cannot accomplish 
together. I am honoured to hold the position of Vice 
Chief as it gives me purpose and meaning to work 
with all of you. “Community is much more than 
belonging to something; it’s about doing something 
together that makes belonging matter.” ~Brian 
Solis. For many years, it has also been a privilege 
to work alongside Grand Chief Ron Michel. On 
behalf of my family and PAGC Staff, I’d like to wish 
you and your family all the best as you transition 
into retirement. May you enjoy the extra time that 
you’ll be spending with them. Marci-Cho


