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TribuTe TO 
leOnArd HArdlOTTe

Leonard Michael Hardlotte was born on Monday, 
February 20, 1960 in Fin Flon, MB and passed 
away on December 16,2016 in Saskatoon, SK at 
the age of 56 years. Leonard grew up in Stanley 
Mission and was a member of the Lac La Ronge 
Indian Band. At age 7 in 1967, he went to Prince 
Albert to attend residential school. Until age 18 
he attended school in Prince Albert, eventually 
as a “boarding out” student, Billeted in a Prince 
Albert home when he attended Carlton Compre-
hensive High School.

Throughout the years he returned home now and 
then to work with his father and also a big broth-
er type who coached local youths in the sport of 
basketball, which was his favourite as well as vol-
leyball, track and field. He took kids all over to 
the Saskatchewan Winter and summer games

For a time, before he entered the Marines, Leon-
ard was a wrestler in the Stampede Wrestling sta-

ble. Leonard was in Calgary about two years 
before going further afield when he joined the 
United States Marine Corps, taking his basic 
training at Parris Island, SouthCarolina. He 
served two or three years in the USMC before 
he was honourably discharged. His brother 
believes he remained a private. 

Leonard married Victoria Roberts in 1986 and 
the couple had two children. In the late 1980s, 
perhaps early 1990s, Leonard acquired a pri-
vate pilot’s license, learning to fly at Prince 
Albert airport.

In 1992 Leonard ran for, and got elected as, 
a PAGC Vice-Chief. He served for 8 years until 
2000 when he resigned. During that time he 
served mostly with Grand Chief Alphonse Bird 
and briefly with Gary Merasty.

He was passionate about protecting treaty 
and inherent rights. In 1995 Leonard also or-
ganized a First Nations water rights confer-
ence in Prince Albert. “He wanted to educate 
treaty people about the importance of water 
and water rights,” says his brother Brian. In 
later years he became a valuable consultant 
and technician from experience gained as a 
political leader.

He worked to make the Northern Saskatch-
ewan Trappers Association a stronger body. 
He also brought what is known as the “fur ta-
ble” to Prince Albert, where trappers could sell 
their furs to any number of buyers, a concept 
that was pioneered in Manitoba. He was also 
strong on opposing the 1930 Natural Resource 
Transfer Agreement, where Canada trans-
ferred natural resource rights to the Province 
of Saskatchewan. He helped organize several 
NRTA conferences from 2011-2016, as well 
as liaising with First Nations organizations in 
Manitoba and Alberta.

Leonard was a member of the Saskatchewan 
First Nations Veterans Association, and repre-
sentatives attended at his funeral.
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