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Fire Safety 
Program 

At the last Grade 1-3 Literacy 
workshop (Nov 30-Dec 2, 2015) all 
teachers were provided with color 
copies of the curriculum/teaching 
guides as well as all the storybooks 
for the Learn Not to Burn program.   
PAGC Education has been working 
with PAGC Fire Training Officers 
to stress the importance of 
educating our children about Fire 
Safety.   

An important piece to this kit is Parent Information letters: 
reinforcing what is being taught at school with information and 
activities relevant to students’ homes. 

Topics covered in Learn Not to 
Burn: 

• Smoke Alarms are 
Important   
Children learn how smoke 
alarms work. 

• Get Outside, Stay 
Outside  
Children create a home 
fire escape plan. 

• Report an Emergency  
Children learn how to call 
the fire department. 

• Stay Away from Hot 
Things  
Children learn to identify 
hot objects. 

• Fire Drills at School 
  
Children learn to 
participate in a fire drill. 

• Know When to Stop, 
Drop, and Roll  

Children learn what to do if 
their clothing is on fire. 

 
If for some reason you did not 
receive a package or storybooks, 
please contact Lori Gay at 306-
953-7348. 

FNSSP Specialist  
By: Lori Gay  

Photo by Nancy LaFleur 

**We can make a difference by talking about 
and using these resources.** 

PAGC Education 
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Message from the PAGC Education Director 
Edward Mirasty 

Federal Budget 2016 

Federal Budget 2016 

The federal budget has been announced last month with a 2.6 
billion dollar investment in First Nations education. The question 
that is on everyone’s mind is how will this get to the First Nations 
Schools? Now that First Nations have had a chance to absorb the 
promise of new investments to First Nations communities, PAGC 
will have an opportunity to conceptualize the specific numbers as 
our schools plan for the next five years.  

After looking at the numbers proposed in the federal budget, it is 
assumed the funding would increase our communities’ shortfall of 
funding with the 2.6 billion dollar investment. Here is the 
breakdown according to the following two categories with the 
breakdown distributed to the 550 schools across Canada. 

Federal Budget 2016 

Category 1: Investment on the current on-reserve Primary/Secondary 
 

2016-2017	 2017-2018	 2018-2019	 2019-2020	 2020-2021	
Core	Funding	 65,090.91	 155,454.55	 261,090.91	 375,818.18	 490,909.09	
Lang/Culture	 100,000.00	 100000	 100000	 100000	 100000	
Literacy/Numeracy	 115,500.00	 115,500.00	 115,500.00	 115,500.00	 115,500.00	
Special	Education	 210000	 210000	 210000	 210000	 210000	
Total	 490,590.91	 580,954.55	 686,590.91	 801,318.18	 916,409.09	
 
Category 2: Transformation Process  

 
 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021 

Supporting Transformation 
Implementing 
Transformation 84,727.27 166,181.82 241,454.55 426,000.00 580,000.00 
Innovation, 
Research, 
Measurement and 
Evaluation 13,636.36 13,636.36 13,636.00 13,636.00 13,636.00 
The Martin 
Aboriginal 
Education Initiative 10,909.09 10,909.00 10,909.00 10,909.00 10,909.00 
Administrative 
Costs 2,000.00 3,636.36 3,636.00 3,636.00 3,636.00 
Funding per School 111,272.73 194,363.55 269,635.55 454,181.00 608,181.00 
 



 

 
3 

SPRING 2016 THE RAVEN PAGC EDUCATION 

Cont.…. 

Federal budget 2016: 
Justin Trudeau defends 
bigger deficit, First 
Nations funding  
"We need to renew that relationship in a 
respectful way, and that's why we're getting to 
work with people ... properly."                              
Trudeau 

Total	Investments 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 
Addressing	
Primary/Secondary	
Schools 490,590.91 580,954.55 686,590.91 686,590.91 916,409.09 
Supporting	
Transformation 111,272.73 194,363.55 269,635.55 454,181.00 608,181.00 
Grand	Totals	(per	
school) 601,863.64 775,318.09 956,226.45 1,140,771.91 1,524,590.09 
 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau  

Grand Totals: These are the two categories combined divided by 550 Schools 

As we await the details of the federal budget and how this will roll out, INAC officials have indicated it 
won’t be until at least May, before these investments will begin to filter out. In the meantime, our First 
Nations communities must examine the pros and cons of the new Transformational Process and what this 
will look like: 

Pros: 
• There will be increased funding for PAGC First Nations Schools 
• There is an opportunity to have that consultation for the transformational process as opposed to 

being prescribed (i.e.- Bill C-33) 
• These resources/increased funding for language and culture are going to be an important aspect of 

the funding change. This is the first time the federal budget included language and culture. 
• School Infrastructure will see an investment of 969.4 over five years. (Still waiting for details). 
• Provide latest innovations to the First Nations context-Martin Aboriginal Initiative to improve 

literacy rates (Deadline April 15th) 
Cons: 

• The larger amounts of federal funding is at the end of the Liberal party’s term  
• The FN have to engage in a transformational process to receive the core funding (still waiting for 

details) 
• There is no investments of Post Secondary funding for First Nations 
• There is no mention of proposal-driven funding, such as FNSSP & New Paths 

In closing, our communities will know more within the next few weeks regarding how the much-needed 
funding will be dispersed.  This is a huge investment in FN Education. 
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E A R L Y  L I T E R A C Y  

Reading Strategies in the   
Early Years… 

     Building Strong Readers 
                                 By: Jenny Hulak, Early Literacy Specialist 

 
It is that time again – the final stretch of the school year. It is the time when early readers really 
begin to emerge and take flight. It is the best feeling as a teacher – seeing students’ blossom into 
readers over the course of a year. But: What about those not so successful students? The answer 
may lie in reading strategies.   
 

As delightful as it is to see progress, the reverse 
can be said for the readers who have not quite 
emerged.  They know their letter sounds, their 
sight words. They can blend the sounds into 
words and yet somehow, are not quite putting it 
all together. Often these students are not using 
reading strategies. While some children naturally 
use strategies such as reading on or re-reading, 
most children need direct, explicit instruction and 
practice.  

At the foundation of all reading strategies, is 
decoding.  Students must be able to decode before 
they can use other strategies. Decoding is the 
process of translating print into speech by quickly 
matching letters to their sounds – in short, 
sounding a word out. If students try decoding but 
remain stuck on words, they need to have other 
strategies to rely on.  

Early readers should be able to automatically use strategies like the ones shown on the right.  
Strategies take time to internalize but will build stronger, more independent readers.  A poster such 
as this is great to share with parents, educational associates, and reading tutors so they too are 
challenging the student to figure it out on their own.  We cannot always be there to give them the 
word. 

Check out www.imaginationsoup.net for a great article - Word Attack Strategies: Beyond Sound 

It Out) and free printable strategy bookmarks. 
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Literacy Specialist  
Nancy Lafleur 

   I am reflecting on the article, 
Recognizing the Power of Pleasure: 
What Engaging Adolescent Readers Get 
From Their Free-Choice Reading, and 
How Teachers can Leverage This for All, 
by Jeffrey D. Wilhelm. The main 
purpose of this study was to enable 
educators to think about the importance 
of free choice reading. The three-year 
study found that although readers 
especially enjoy reading for pleasure, 
schools tend to neglect the area of 
pleasure reading. 

My daughter loved to read. When we 
travelled, we would ensure that a stop 
at the bookstore was a part of our 
itinerary, where she would go and 
choose books for the trip. One day, I 
received a call from her teacher, to tell 
me my daughter was not cooperating in 
class. I arrived at the school thinking the 
worst. When I asked what she had done, 
the teacher informed me that my 
daughter was hiding in quiet places in 
the classroom and reading books, other 
than the ones assigned. 

Wilhelm writes that, “our reading 
interests develop in part because of the 
pleasure that we have taken in reading, 
but McKenna and his colleagues do not 
investigate the nature of that pleasure in 
their work” (Wilhelm, 2016, p. 30-41). I 
shared the story of my daughter’s 
experience because I felt that her love of 
reading should have been skillfully 
integrated within the topic of study. My 
daughter is a history buff, and by the age 
of 12 had read all the Shakespearian 
plays and many books on the Holocaust. 

As teachers, the foundations of positive 
behavioral attitudes (for reading) need to 
stem from pleasure reading. Wilhelm 
states that it should be a pre-requisite. 

Reading has to start from a point where 
students are finding pleasure. Boushey 
and Moser stress that student 
accountability grows from allowing 
students the freedom to “engage in 
meaningful reading” (Boushey, Moser, 
2014, p. 27). Providing students with 
books that fit their interests supports an 
early foundation to other areas for 
reading. Wilhelm writes that although 
research neglects the area of pleasure 
reading, there has to be a better 
understanding of how important it is. 
Wilhelm’s research supports that pleasure 
reading not only motivates readers but it 
can also build on, “emotional 
psychological and cognitive benefits” 
(Wilhelm, 2016, p. 30-41). 
 

Sometimes as educators, and with the 
jobs that we do, our best intentions are 
not always reiterated with research. I 
share a piece of some of the research I 
love to engage in, as it provides purpose 
for my motivation. If I give advice on 
literacy, and one is not motivated to 
participate in my intention, then I need to 
work harder in the promotion.  

In simple, the simplest of insight, give 
students time to read. Give students a 
variety to read, and show them that you 
love to read…even if you don’t…. model 
what you want learned. Teniki!  
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Special Education Specialist  
Amanda Baillie-Cameron: abailliecameron@pagc.net 

Currently the school counsellors and 
helpers are taking a 10-day certificate in 
Youth Counselling Skills with a child 
Focus through the Crisis Trauma and 
Response Institute.  The certificate 
consists of seven courses worth 6-12 
continuing education credits per course.  
This certificate works to provide school 
helpers with valuable strategies, 
resources and techniques they can use 
when working with youth.  The focus 
group provides a venue for school 
counsellors, social workers and helpers 
to network and share valuable ideas 
while collaborating to effectively plan for 
their schools. After each course is 
complete the participants are given a 
certificate of completion and at the end 
of the 10 days they will receive a Youth 
Counselling Skills Certificate. 

This year’s 
Courses included: 

Counselling Skills – An Introduction 
and Overview (3 day) 

This introductory workshop is designed 
for those new to counselling or those 
wishing to enhance their general helping 
skills. The training provides an 
opportunity to acquire basic 
communication skills and practical 
strategies to help people. Participants 
will learn about the process of 
counselling and how to use a problem-
solving model to work with clients to 
identify issues, and implement plans and 
activities to address areas of concern. 
This is an interactive and experiential 
training where participants will work 
through tools, worksheets, activities and 
scenarios that will help them enhance 
their helping skills. 

School Counsellors Focus Group Update 
Helping Children – Practical Tools for 
Engaging and Supporting (2 days) 

When children are struggling with 
issues or life crises and attempts at talking 
do not work, engaging them with 
alternative approaches will often prove 
more helpful. Participants of this 
workshop will develop competency in 
engaging and communicating with 
children and their natural support 
systems. Drawing from the expressive 
arts (play, art, drama) and integrative 
body-based techniques (mindfulness, 
sensory, and whole-brain activities): 
practical skills to incorporate into 
working with children will be presented. 
Informed by attachment theories, 
developmental psychology, family 
therapy and neuroscience, this training 
uses a variety of experiential exercises, 
role-plays and interactive activities to 
enhance participant learning. 

If you would like 
any more 

information on the 
counselors group or 
CTRI training for 
your school please 
feel free to contact 

me at the above 
information. 

Some of the Topics Covered: 
• Why Talking Doesn’t Always 

Work 
• Tips for Handling Transitions 

and Crisis 
• Strategies for Working with 

Resistance 
• Incorporating Imagination  

and Play 
• Somatic Approaches for Self-

regulation 
• Important Developmental  

Knowledge, and Growing 
Brain 

• Attachment Overview: 
Relationship, Rhythm and 
resilience 

• Working with Groups of 
Children 



 

 
7 

SPRING 2016 THE RAVEN PAGC EDUCATION 

Cont.…. 

#cyberbullying 
#teensuicideprevention 

#substanceabuse 
#depression/anxiety 

SGT. Brian Trainor  (retired) 
Community 
Education 
Consultant 

Trainor 
Communications 
Saskatoon, Sask 
(306) 291-3259 

PAGC-Education has provided schools the opportunity to request 
Brian Trainor to do presentations.  Many schools have taken the 
opportunity to have him come out and enjoyed his presentations so 
much they have requested him to come out multiple times for 
different areas.  Brian does an amazing job of not only engaging staff 
and students but also parents, he will be available again to present in 
the fall. 

Some of the pressing concerns in maintaining Safe and Caring 
Schools are increasing suicide rates, and violence in schools.  PAGC-
Education has a menu of training available at no cost to schools.  
PAGC-Education has in-house trainers that are available to travel to 
schools to provide training.  
Some of these programs include: 
• Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST) is for 

everyone 16 or older—regardless of prior experience—who 
wants to be able to provide suicide first aid. Shown by major 
studies to significantly reduce suicidal, the ASIST model 
teaches effective intervention skills while helping to build 
suicide prevention networks in the community.  

Mental Health First Aid The MHFA Canada program aims to 
improve mental health literacy, and provide the skills and knowledge 
to help people better manage potential or developing mental health 
problems in themselves, a family member, a friend or a colleague. 
 

It teaches people how to:  
Recognize the signs and 
symptoms of mental health 
problems.  
Provide initial help. 
Guide a person towards 
appropriate professional help.  
MHFA aims to: 
Preserve life where a person may 
be a danger to themselves or 
others. 
Provide help to prevent the mental 
health problem from developing 
into a more serious state. 

 

Promote the recovery of good 
mental health.  
Provide comfort to a person 
experiencing a mental health 
problem. 
• Life Space Crisis Intervention 

(LSCI) is a nationally 
recognized, professional 
training and certification 
program sponsored by the Life 
Space Crisis Intervention 
Institute of Hagerstown, 
Maryland. 

• LSCI is an advanced, interactive 
therapeutic strategy for turning  

 

crisis situations into     learning 
opportunities for children and 
youth with chronic patterns of 
self-defeating behaviors. LSCI 
views problems or stressful 
incidents as opportunities for 
learning, growth, insight, and 
change.  
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Cont.…. More on Safe and Caring Schools 

This non-physical intervention program uses a multi-theoretical approach to behavior management 
and problem solving. LSCI provides staff a roadmap through conflict to desired outcomes using crisis 
as an opportunity to teach and create positive relationships with youth.as an opportunity to teach and 
create positive relationships with youth. 
 
 
 

 
 

• The Virtues Project is a global grassroots initiative to inspire the practice of virtues in everyday 
life. The Five Virtues Strategies awaken the gifts of character, through inspiring programs, 
books, and materials that help us to remember who we really are and to live by our highest 
values. 

• CPI- (Non-Violent Crisis Intervention) With a focus on prevention, our core training this 
program equips staff with proven strategies for safely defusing anxious, hostile, or violent 
behaviour at the earliest possible stage. Promotes Care, Welfare, Safety, and Security. 

• Safe and Caring schools provides materials, strategies, training and resources.  We are 
continually adding to the programs, materials and options.  Every community, every school 
every individual within PAGC Education is different.  By having multiple programs and 
services available we hope to be able to meet the needs of all schools with a collaborative 
approach to maintaining safe and caring schools.  If you have any questions or suggestions 
about programs, training or materials please feel free to contact me at the information 
provided. 
 

 
 
 

Amanda Baillie-Cameron 
Mental Health/Special Education  
B.A., B.Ed., M.A.C.P. 
Phone:  (306) 953-7349 
Fax:  (306) 922-4384 
E-Mail: abailliecameron@pagc.net 
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Dene Language & Culture Specialist 
Cheryl Herman  
 

Denesułıne Language & Culture Highlights 

Since the last newsletter was published, 
the language and culture department has 
been busy with various undertakings. 
The Language and Culture Teacher 
Workshop that took place February 24, 
25 & 26, 2016 was a success. There were 
twenty-three teachers in attendance. It 
was a busy two and a half days for 
everyone involved but we all went away 
with new knowledge and new friends. 
We are all looking forward to the Fall 
workshop!!! 

I had a chance to visit with Delbert and 
his students at Father Gamache 
Memorial Dene School in Fond Du Lac 
February 1-2, 2016. I also visited with 
Jaynelle and Sophie in Wollaston March 
7-9, 2016. The Grade 1 Bilingual class at 
Father Gamache is continuing to learn 
Dene language terminology and ways of 

knowing of our 
people. 
 

They are a fun group who enjoy 
learning. The Grade 6 class at Father 
Megret High School was quite 
rambunctious during the visit; they may 
have been excited to have a visitor. They 
were, however, able to record short video 
clips of terminology they are learning.  

The next day I had the privilege of 
spending the day with Sophie and her 
classes during their culture camp. We 
enjoyed caribou delicacies, fish, bannock 
and of course, tea. The students partook 
in snowshoeing, drumming and hand 
game activities. It was a great time!! 
Below are a few pictures from that visit.  
You can view the Spring issue of the 
Dene Newsletter  
@  
http://www.pagc.sk.ca/education/progr
ams-and-services/language-culture-
programs/ 
 

imbai 

Marci Chogh 
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Cree Language & Culture Specialists 
Otto Fietz, & Darrell McCallum   

Cree Language projects 2015 2016 fiscal year 
 

Two major Cree language scope and sequence charts 
projects have been completed this fiscal year. 

The Plain’s Cree Team was made up of 
JSCN and SLFN, each First Nation sent 
their Cree language teachers and Plain’s 
Cree language experts. JSCN sent Roger 
Whitehead their Cree language teacher 
and two Cree language experts Clara 
Head and Ron Paul. SFFN sent two 
Cree language teachers Mary Stewart, 
Sandra Kingfisher and two Cree 
language experts Irene Ermine and Cecil 
Daniels. Belinda Daniels worked as the 
administrative support worker she kept 
track of the words and word phrase for 
each category. The Team created 32 
categories or areas they wished the 
students to learn. 1179 words and word 
phrase were identified. More will come 
once the “Prayers and Songs” are written 
out. These words and word phrases were 
then divided into the nine grade levels. 
 

The Swampy Cree Team was made up 
of principal Marguerite Allard Cree 
language teacher Richard McKenzie and 
Swampy Cree Language Experts Louisa 
Buck, Christie Crane, Bertha McKay, 
Floyd McKenzie, Noel Kadachuck 
James Cook. Dineen Daniels worked as 
the administrative support worker 
keeping track of words and word phrases 
of the 33 categories created by the group. 
These categories contain over 1286 
words and word phrases. These words 
and word phrases then were divided into 
the 9th grade level. 
 
 

Both the Plains Cree and Swampy Cree 
Scope and Sequence charts Teams did a 
great amount of work. This work lays 
down the foundation for their Cree 
Language Programs. This will allow 
teachers to do effective planning and 
student assessments. It will also guide 
material support creation.    
 

Photo 1 Left to Right; Sandra 
Kingfisher, Cecil Daniels, Belinda 
Daniels, Irene Ermine, Ron Paul, Clara 
Head, Roger Whitehead, Otto Fietz, 
Mary Stewart.  

Photo 2 Left to Right; Back; 
Marguerite Allard, Richard McKenzie, 
Otto Fietz, Floyd McKenzie, James 
Cook,  
Front; Christie Crain, Noel Kadachuk, 
Louisa Buck, Dineen Daniels 
Missing; Bertha McKay 

Photo 1 

Photo 2 
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Teacher Services Specialist   
Shirley Waskewitch swaskewitch@pagc.net  
Mary Sasakamoose  msasakamoose@pagc.net 

We are progressing towards the 
completion of our teacher evaluations 
for the 2015-2016 school year.  We have 
collaborated with soooo many teachers 
within the schools of PAGC 
jurisdiction.  The teachers and 
administrators most often provide a 
welcoming environment and are 
positively receptive to feedback, support 
and guidance on educational 
pedagogies.   

To date, we are scheduled to complete 
all evaluations and supervision in 
various schools.  Whenever a teacher 
openly communicates support, we are 
there to welcome their diverse needs.  
This could be revisiting, reviewing the 
renewed curriculum, outcomes, 
indicators, First Nations ways of 
knowing, discussing and sharing 
multiple perspectives on teaching 
methodologies, learning activities to 
integrate cultural background of a 
community to subject content, 
assessment strategies, unit plans with  

various genres, aligning plans to 
instructional outcomes and students 
assessments etc.  This encompasses the 
broader areas of curriculum and 
instructional leadership provided to 
teachers for the students. 
We also, constantly liaise with the 
Ministry on teacher certification issues 
ensuring that PAGC teachers are 
Saskatchewan certified.  Furthermore, 
we focus on continual communication 
between administrators, ourselves with 
Student Services regarding secondary 
level course, teacher assignments, User 
Id changes (if any).   

I conclude that we have built trusting, 
positive interpersonal relationships with 
school staff in which there is comfort 
sharing sensitive issues.  We listen, 
support teachers on their journeys 
towards professional and personal well 
being, as well as acknowledging and 
celebrating their accomplishments and 
successes.  
 

 
Sweet grass is used by almost all First Nations for cleansing the mind, 
body and spirit.  When sweetgrass is walked on, it bends but does not 

break.  This has been associated with a virtue: an injustice can 
be returned by kindness by bending, and not breaking the 

spirit of a person.   U Ottawa, 2009 

DID YOU KNOW THAT INDIGENOUS  THINKING IS ... 
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School Resource Specialist   
Cheryl Piprell 

It seems hard to believe that we are in 
the “home stretch” of our school year!  
What a busy year it has been!!  It has 
been a year filled with many new and 
exciting projects.  We are seeing an 
increase in the use of Guided Reading 
and “The Daily Five”.   Talking Partners 
is being put into use in some of our 
schools and, several have expressed an 
interest in starting this program.  We have 
sent book carts and books out to all grade 
one classrooms this year, which now 
completes grades 1-4 in all schools.  It is 
our plan to continue to add to these 
established “in classroom libraries”, 
thereby promoting independent reading 
within the classroom. 

We are still prepared to help with 
Work Bee Days in your school – setting 
up Guided Reading programs.  If you are 
in need of resources, 

feel free to contact us and we will do the 
best we can to accommodate your 
needs. 

 March 29th – 31st Shirley Kraus and I 
had the opportunity to present at the 
NAN Best Practices First Nations 
Education Conference in Thunder Bay 
Ontario.  We presented some of our 
FNSSP best practices and in power 
point format, displayed some of our 
current resources.  It was a good 
opportunity to see what is happening in 
Ontario with regard to best practices - 
not to mention to experience another 
snowstorm in Winnipeg on our return 
journey! 
 
I remain, 
 
Yours in Education 
 
Cheryl Piprell   

 

Here’s something to do 
with your class! 

Send a picture of your class reading books from the 
book carts we have sent you and your name will go in a 
draw for a second set of books! 
Send it to cpiprell@pagc.net or mmckenzie@pagc.net 
 
Possible multiple winners, so send in those pictures by 
May 16th, 2016 
 



 

 
13 

SPRING 2016 THE RAVEN PAGC EDUCATION 

Educational Technology Specialist   
Grace McKenzie gmckenzie@pagc.net 

I started working with PAGC Education 
in February as an Educational 
Technology Specialist. I will be working 
alongside the First Nations Students 
Success Program specialists and will be 
training teachers on how to use 
technology as a tool in education. 

So far, I have met with teachers in Black 
Lake, James Smith, Southend, and Red 
Earth. The meetings were anywhere from 
a brief introduction to helping create 
lessons on the Notebook software from 
scratch. 

I was also fortunate enough to be a part 
of the very first Early Learning IT 
Summit, hosted by our PAGC Education 
staff, that took place on March 7thand 8th, 
at the Quality Inn, Prince Albert.  

Our presenters included Kyle Pearce 
(Making Math Contextual, Visual and 
Concrete), Robyn Torry and Jason Sand 
(Book Creator/iBooks; Digital 
Citizenship), Alec Couros (Introduction 
to Connected Learning) and Kathy 
Cassidy (The Digital Daily Five). 
 

Beyond the Daily Five). The feedback 
we received from the participants was 
incredible and I look forward to being a 
part of the organization for the second 
summit (date TBA at a later time). 

I am available for professional 
development sessions, one-on-one 
sessions, and classroom visits. 
Sessions I can conduct are: 
→ Smartboard basics (hardware and 

software) 
→ Smartboard use in the classroom 

(adapting pre-made lessons; creating 
lessons on the Notebook software; 
other classroom applications for the 
Smartboard) 

→ iPad basics (hardware and software) 
→ iPads in the classroom (Mirroring; 

Making use of apps for Numeracy and 
Literacy) 

 
For more information or assistance with 
technology in the classroom, please call 
or email:  
(306) 764-7344   gmckenzie@pagc.net 
 
 
 

Clara MacDonald 
Smart board lesson 
Black Lake School 

Early Learning IT 
Summit 

Participants 

Early Learning IT 
Summit 

Participants  
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Numeracy Specialist   
Darren Solomon dsolomon@pagc.net 

What is Numeracy? 

Many people equate literacy with 
reading and focus less on writing, 
listening, speaking viewing, and 
presenting. As educators, we understand 
that all these strands are important in the 
development of language and the ability 
to express ourselves through a variety of 
mediums. In many ways, numeracy 
complements literacy and both are 
important skills necessary to thrive in our 
environment.  

The goal of Kindergarten to Grade 12 
mathematics in Saskatchewan is to 
develop logical thinking, number sense, 
spatial sense and to use mathematics as a 
human endeavor. Although numeracy 
has a foundation in the basic skills of 
addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division developing a numerate student 
begins with activities to create a sense of 
number and evolves to much more 
complex concepts through operations and 
application of numbers. 

To become numerate, a student must be 
able to reason using mathematical 
concepts and apply the concepts to a 
variety of situations to solve problems. It 
is a process that moves along a 
continuum of essential skills. If a student 
misses a concept it may create gaps to 
future learning.  

Teachers across the territory, from the 
12 bands that make up PAGC, are using 
a variety of teaching strategies to create 
numerate students. 
 

Depending on the age of the student, 
this may be apparent in the use of 10 
frames to develop number sense or 
through the use of tools like Desmos to 
graph functions or evaluate equations.  

As the year winds down I am thankful 
for the time I have spent with teachers 
discussing Math and how to help our 
students master numeracy. Much has 
been learned that will help shape future 
programs. 
 

Pure 
mathematics is, in 
its way, the poetry of 

logical ideas. 
 

Albert Einstein  
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DADAVAN Student Information System 
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According to the data presented in the 
Dadavan System, there are approximately 
6939 students enrolled within our PAGC 
Schools. About 51% consists of males and 
49% females.  

The student information system allows school principals and teachers to keep track of their student’s 
performance and progress. The system provides student attendance, academic marking, and graduation 
rates that will enable teachers and principals to find the best practice to improve student learning. The 
system also provides features that allow teachers and principals to have access to and perform some of 
the following: 

• Student Database that provide 
demographic information.     

• Attendance that tracks students report 
attendance.   

• Parent/Student Access that provides 
information on student’s attendance 
and academic performance. 

• Student Retention that focuses on 
improving student retention rates. 

• File Manager is a filing system that 
stores and shares file with teachers in 
the schools.  

• Special Education that allows teachers 
to build–in plans for individual 
education plans.  

• Teacher Planner that allows teachers to 
create their daily and long range plans. 

• Mark Books that allow teachers to enter 
and organize student marks.  

• Report Cards that contain features like 
comment banks, attendance, and marks. 

• Literacy/Numeracy that keeps records 
of student’s data from standardized 
assessments.    
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Education 
What’s Happening? 

• April 16th, 2016 
o PAGC Education Fine Arts Festival  

Location: Senator Allen Bird 
Memorial Centre in Prince Albert 
 

• May 11th – 13th, 2016 
o PAGC Education Principals Meeting 
  


