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PAGC has been working with North American Fur 
Auction (NAFA) for the past three years to ensure a 
fair market for our trappers in Northern Saskatch-
ewan.  Last summer, PAGC supported several local 
trappers and elders to travel to NAFA in Toronto, 
Ontario.  The contingent met with NAFA Executive; 
toured the NAFA facilities; learned the process of 
getting the best market price for their fur; and dis-
cussed the issue of buying and transporting fur. 
This networking opportunity was important to en-
sure teachings of traditional and cultural resource 
use continues to identify the people and way of life 
in Northern Saskatchewan. 

PAGC has continued to monitor and engage the 
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC), the 
regulator of the Nuclear Industry in Canada. North-
ern Saskatchewan is the hub of the Nuclear Indus-
try in Canada and it is important for PAGC First 
Nations to have input and control of what is hap-
pening in their Ancestral Lands.     

The Grand Council continues to lobby and advocate 
for the development and improvement of infra-
structure and roads in our communities.  Specifi -
cally, the construction of roads into Athabasca Ba-
sin communities – the completion of which would 
help to overcome the many challenges of geo-
graphic and economic isolation.  The three major 
road initiatives include, the Hatchet Lake Road con-
struction; Athabasca Road upgrade; and the Fond 
du Lac Road engineering study.

By continuing to build relationships and work in 
true partnership – we will achieve greatness. I am 
honoured to hold the position of Vice Chief with the 
Prince Albert Grand Council as it gives me purpose 
and meaning to work towards the betterment all 
our First Nation communities. Marci-Cho.

2016 has been another busy year for the Prince 
Albert Grand Council.  The staff  in all our depart-
ments have worked hard to bring services and sup-
port to our twelve First Nations and their mem-
bers.  Success can be measured through our many 
achievements this year, but it is through the small 
acts - multiplied by thousands of our people - that 
we are transforming our communities. 

We have continued to host the Athabasca Sec-
tor Gathering each year in one of our Athabasca 
communities.  The purpose of the gathering is to 
provide community members with a better under-
standing of the vast array of programs and services 
available through the Grand Council, as well as, of-
fer a forum for discussion on activities that aff ect 
the land, treaty rights, mining, industry develop-
ment, wildlife management, education and training 
opportunities.

As the Saskatchewan Aboriginal member on the 
Mackenzie River Basin Board Traditional Knowledge 
Steering Committee, working in partnership with 
the University of Alberta and the Government of 
NWT, we were successful in achieving funding for 
an initiative called Tracking Change. Over six years 
(2015-2022), the project will fund local and tradi-
tional knowledge research activities in the Mack-
enzie River basin and sister projects in the Lower 
Amazon and Lower Mekong River Basins, with the 
long term goal of strengthening the voices of sub-
sistence fi shers and Indigenous communities in the 
governance of major fresh water ecosystems.

As a liaison with the Saskatchewan Research 
Council (SRC), we have worked towards ensuring 
that capacity is being built in the Athabasca Ba-
sin through Project CLEANS – the remediation of 
abandoned mines in the area.  A number of mile-
stones occurred this year, including: the selection 
of a local contractor to initiate Gunnar Mine reme-
diation; the preparation of license requirements to 
the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC); 
a student environmental monitoring program at 
Gunnar mine site; and a number of local commu-
nity meetings and workshops to ensure SRC keeps 
traditional knowledge and advice top of mind when 
making decisions.
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