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WOMAN’S  COMMISS ION SP IR ITUAL HEAL ING LODGESP IR ITUAL HEAL ING LODGE

The Spiritual Healing Lodge has the capacity to 
house 30 minimum security men. Correctional Ser-
vice Canada (CSC) Section 81 inmates & Section 
84 off enders are housed at the Healing Lodge.

The Healing Lodge operates on a 24-hour basis 
with a Director, Program Coordinator, Case Worker, 
4 Night Watchmen and Casuals.

There are two types of healing lodges – those op-
erated by Aboriginal communities and those oper-
ated by the Correctional Service of Canada.

Under Section 81 of the Corrections and Conditional 
Release Act (CCRA), Aboriginal communities may 
operate healing lodges through an agreement with 
CSC. As part of this provision in the CCRA, the care 
and custody of Aboriginal off enders is transferred 
to the community, ensuring that services are pro-
vided in a culturally appropriate and cost-eff ective 
manner. The Prince Albert Grand Council Spiritual 
Healing Lodge falls under this category.

In the second case, CSC operates healing lodges in 
partnership with Aboriginal communities. In these 
facilities, CSC retains responsibility for the care 
and custody of federal off enders. These partner-
ships allow for ongoing engagement and consul-
tation with the local Aboriginal community, and a 
commitment by CSC to hire at least 50 per cent of 
healing lodge staff  from the local band.

SECTION 81
a. Facilitate the care and custody of an off ender in 

an Aboriginal community where such services 
predominately address the rehabilitation of of-
fenders through culture, spirituality and tradi-
tions of the community;

b. to provide, services and benefi ts in a culturally 
sensitive manner, which will assist the Aborigi-
nal off ender to become a law-abiding citizen; 
and

c. Facilitate the development of skills on accessing 
the broader Aboriginal social and community 
services network that support the reintegration 
of an off ender, who would benefi t from these 
specialized services.

SECTION 84
If an inmate expresses an interest in being released 
to an Aboriginal community, the Service shall, with 
the inmate’s consent, give the community:

1. adequate notice of the inmate’s parole review 
or statutory release date, as the case may be

2. an opportunity to propose a plan for the in-
mate’s release and integration into that com-
munity

Most federal off enders will be released back to 
the community. Section 84, encourages Aborigi-
nal communities to be part of the release process. 
There is great value in involving the community in 
the process. The successful reintegration of Aborig-
inal off enders into society benefi ts from a strong 
and eff ective community focus.

Release planning begins the moment an off ender 
enters a CSC facility. A Correctional Plan is devel-
oped with the off ender. It identifi es the programs 
and activities in which the off ender will participate 
during his/her sentence. These teach skills and at-
titudes that help reduce the risk the off ender pres-
ents when he/she returns to society. The release 
plan also clearly outlines what the community will 
do to support the off ender.

If the off ender is interested in section 84, an Ab-
original community may be approached early in the 
sentence to consider participating in the develop-
ment of a release plan. This early planning helps 
increase the off ender’s success once on release. 
The community should stay informed about the ef-
forts the off ender makes while incarcerated. This 
encourages the off ender to continue those eff orts. 
It also helps reinforce the community’s expecta-
tions of the off ender’s behavior before and after 
release.


