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Prince Albert Grand Council (PAGC) fully supports the 2019 Final Report on Missing and 

Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls. We thank you, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, for 

listening to the voices of our people and initiating the Inquiry to its completion. It is imperative 

and critical to support the final report now with adequate funding and a federal action plan so 

that we can collaboratively work with Canadians in addressing the recommendations.  

 

PAGC advocates on behalf of 28 northern Saskatchewan reserve communities under the 

umbrella of 12 First Nations linked to Treaties 5, 6, 8 & 10. We are committed to promoting 

gender equality and a basic principle that all women in First Nations communities shall be 

treated with respect, dignity and free from violence. They are life givers and nation builders. Yet 

our women face incredible systemic and social challenges exacerbated by poverty and associated 

symptoms of genocidal oppression in a country that purports to support international human 

rights. 

 

The final report on MMIWG reinforces our position that women in PAGC communities face a 

long history of marginalization in Canada. However, they are resilient and considered the 

foundation of our cultures. As such, many are leaders, decision-makers, role models, mentors, 

Elders, and professionals in different sectors. In the north, women’s lives have been harmed by 

colonialism, patriarchy, systemic racism, double discrimination, sexism, poverty, violence, and 

countless barriers that make it hard for them to live a good quality of life available to the average 

Canadian citizen. In order to counteract what they have and continue to experience, it is critical 

and essential the federal government make a long-term commitment to renew and strengthen its 

relationship with them. 

 

The PAGC Women’s Commission has engaged in proactive measures to address the multi-

dimensional and multi-layered issues facing northern families living on and off reserve with ad 

hoc and minimal funding. The Commission was formed in 1990 and was formally adopted 

through the PAGC Convention Act of 1993. The Commission is mandated by the 12 First 

Nations Chiefs of the Grand Council to promote and protect the rights of women, Elders, and 



youth. There are currently 14 women who represent 28 First Nation northern communities on the 

commission. 

 

Currently, the Women’s Commission has minimal funding support for governance, operations, 

and culturally sensitive community-based projects. This is unacceptable in a country that could 

serve as a model in other parts of the world that face the same type history and reconciliation 

efforts. The Commission plays a pivotal role in addressing the recommendations and showcasing 

best practices at the grassroots level in northern Saskatchewan. The youth are the fastest growing 

population in the region. They require nurturing support in order to rebuild our nations. We 

cannot afford to lose any more of our women. It violates our nation-to-nation Treaty relationship 

with Canada and the British Crown. 

 

It is important that the Women’s Commission obtains long term core funding that is adequate, 

predictable, and sustainable. We need to build capacity among women in PAGC communities 

through training, education, and participation in projects that promote equality, healing, wellness, 

and safety. The funding is necessary to host the Women’s Commission assemblies, research, 

strategic planning, regular meetings, reporting mechanisms, office space, equipment, adequate 

staffing, communications, and technological efficient approaches to network with provincial and 

federal links. 

 

Grand Chief Brian Hardlotte 

Prince Albert Grand Council 

 

Shirley Henderson 

PAGC Women’s Commission 
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